' August 2023

Hunting

CrowADove
Vi) |
&(Goose

sandwatersmagazine.com

'

visit the

4SS Smallmouth King
Ve Fluorocarbon]Or/Monofilament?,
F

A LENAR_Q.F.EVENTS /// TIDE CHARTS /// TOURNAMENT RESULTS /// REAL ESTATE



Join us in celebrating the

Great OQutdoons

et el et

\ STNIURDAWAAU G U ST 6
® V) 10AM TO 6PM

11AM TO 5PM

o P =k = - zJ. e =
LR SERINS, ERBME (2B

DAVASHIO, ,
2 bl -
oS 12 & EREE

The Apporattox Community &
Disaster Relief Organization
Promating outdoor
yeereation & activities!
{2._ - - -

- . -~
woodsandwatersmagazine.com Ahgust 2023




.

"o

T oy i
ealership and ask about the = _—=-

Y

-

BIG BASS = BIG PRI

Winners Receive...
A Country Chevy hoodie, Country Chevy t-shirt,
W2 cap and $50 Green Top Gift Card.
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Your heme on the road

Visit a dealership that welcomes
anglers, hunters and families that just
want to enjoy the woods and waters!
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To Enter...

Snap a photo of your big bass and
as well as record the weight and
email it to us at woodsandwa-
tersmagazine@gmail.com or post
it to our Facebook or Instagram
pages. We'll judge all entries
based on weight. Contest runs
through December 31, 2023.
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SALES (540) 347-9000
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2022 Winner

Rqﬁ]n]e%/ ?tzulkébs SER\]/HCE (548) 9%5-4501
with 13-12Ib. ast Lee Hwy,
e oo Warrenton, VA 20186.
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TOURNAMENT RESULTS

The teams of the Fishers of Men
East division converged on the
tidal Chickahominy River July
15, and launched from Rockahock
for the final event of the season.
Congratulationsto Ray Hogge and
Donnie Daniel on the win with
18.01lbs. Jay Griffin and Doug
Wharton were second, and they
are also the 2023 Virginia East
Points Champions!

Formore info and standings visit
www.fomntt.com.
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ournament Trail

Brad Webb and Matt Holt won
the VA Elite 70’s fifth tourney stop
onthetidalJamesRiverheldJune
17 with 23.45 lbs.

After the five regular season
events, the team of Don Wheeler
and Greg Cooper arefirstwith 949
points folled by Nathan Reeves
and Robbie Templeton with 932.

Next up is the fall classic on Lake
Gaston Oct. 20-21. For moreinfor-
mation visit www.vaelite70.com.

The July 8 James River Tackle
Co. Weekend Series tournament
drew 42 boats and was won by
Wayne Vaughan and Ryan Proz
with 17.02 Ibs., good for $1,300.
Steven Miller and MattWood wer
second with 16.91 Ibs. Christopher
Wingfield and Marshall Johnson
hadthe6.771b. big fish. Theteams
fish next August 19.

For info contact Donnie Bell at
donnie7196 @gmail.com.

Jon Boat Elite
TOURNAMENT TRAIL

TheJuly8-9Jon BoatElitetourna-
mentheld onthe NorthwestRiver
outofBob’sFishing Holewaswon
by Dustin Webb with a two-day
total of 33.36 Ibs. with 21.75 Ibs.
on Day 1 and 11.61 Ibs. on Day
2. Noah Peters was second with
32.17 Ibs. Jesse Wade was third
with 28.17.

The teams will next fish August
12-13 on Chickahominy Lake. For
more information visitwww.face-
book.com/jonboatelitetrail

Ray Hogge and Donnie Daniel

Brad Webb and Matt Holt

Marshall Johnson and Chris Wingfield

Noah Peters

Come See The Hottest
Bass Boats On The Market'

-
Across from lan llla Fnlll lhl mmrlnuanuunm k-
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TOURNAMENT RESULTS

Richmond
CrappieClub

The Richmond Crappie Club
fishedthetidalJamesRiverJune
25 forevent#5. RickWeaver and
David Fay won with 10.60 lbs.
Donnie and Hayden Bell were
second with 10.56 lbs and the
1.83-Ib. big fish.

The Richmond Crappie Club
Classic will be held Sunday,
October 2 on Lake Gaston. Visit
www.facebook.com/richmond-
crappieclub for more dates and
results.

David Fay and Ricaver ]

STURGEON CREEK MARINA

The June 23 SCM Youth Series
event was won by Matt and Wake
Martin with an impressive three
fish limit of 13.37 Ibs that included
thetournament’s big fish at5.94lbs.
Ashlyn Beasley and Tyler Haines
both had a solid day on the water
putting them 2nd and 3rd in the
event.The SCM Elite Series teams
will kick off the second half of the
season August 12 and Sept. 16.

Formore info visitwww.facebook.
com/sturgeoncreekmarina.com.

VA/NC Crappie Trail

The 2023-24 dates for the Bob-
cats Bait & Tackle VA/NC Crappie
Trail have been announced. The
dates are October 7 November 4,
December?2,January 27, February
24 and March 9.The Classicwill be
held April 19-20.The circuitdraws
some of the best crappie anglers
in the mid-Atlantic region.

For more info visit www.face-
book.com/bobscatsbaitandtackle.

The Bass Bandits of Virginia fished
the Nottoway River July 8 out of the
General Vaughn Bridge Boat Ramp.
It was a hot one with 18 boats and
12 brought in limits. Adam Derby
and Jared Bass were first with
16.45 Ibs. and big fish of 6.71 Ibs.

The next tournament is Aug. 5 on
the Appomattox River, then Aug. 13
on the Pamunkey River, then Aug.
27 on Roanoke Rapids Lake.

For more info visit www.facebook.
com/groups/458306391457498.

Matt and Wake Martin

Dave Carney and John Dunn

“Bobhy, what the heck just blew by us? =

- John Doe, Virginia ournament angler
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4915 County Dr., Disputana, VA * www.propellerdynamicsva.com
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The Area Sportsman’s Authority For Over 35 Years

HUNTING RUN

Our Small Waters Series visits one of
: the top NOVA bass fisheries. W2 STAFF

. TIDAL RAPP

We spend a morning with Rapphannock
: expert angler Bruce Lee. C.C. MCCOTTER

ICAST BEST IN SHOW

fishing coming soon. JARED MOUNTS

HUNTING CHALLENGE

i Can you harvest crow, dove and goose all in
: one day? Take the challenge. C.C. MCCOTTER

i Find out what are the hottest new products in

August 2023

Plus...

29 Fredericksburg DU
29 New Outdoor Show
30 Choke Tubes

32 EI5 Is Bad News!

36 Which Line?

COVER PHOTO BY
C.C. MCCOTTER

Regional Reports

38 Chickahominy Lake/River ~ 48 Potomac River

40 Richmond/James 50 NW River/Back Bay
42 Lake Anna 51 Saltwater

46 Smith Mountain Lake 52 Shenandoah Valley
47 Buggs Island/Gaston 53 Upper James
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WHAT’S NEW!?
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SMALLMOUTH KING
CHICKAHOMINY TIDES
POTOMAC RIVER TIDES
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Steve Chaconas Jared Mounts

CORPORATE OFFICE & ADVERTISING

Staff

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
C.C. McCotter

MANAGING EDITOR
Christine McCotter

PUBLISHER
Woods & Waters Publishing, LC

DEPT. EDITORS
Aaron Ball - Adventure
Pete Wallace - Waterfow!
Steve Chaconas - Potomac River
Peter Brookes - Fly Fishing
Kate Ahnstrom - Wingshooting
Robert Runnett - Hunting
Sam Scott - River Fishing

STAFF WRITERS
Walter V. Claxton « Steve Chaconas
Aaron Ball + Peter Brookes * Kate Ahnstrom
Robert Runnett + Chris Gorsuch
W2 PRO TEAM
Clint Gray =~ Robert Runnett
Ed Hall Sam Scott
Chris Gorsuch Travis Stauch
David Ward

Aaron Ball
Donnie Bell
Lin Bell

phone (540) 894-3540

email woodsandwatersmagazine @gmail.com

www.woodsandwatersmagazine.com

DEADLINE for September edition
is Monday, August 14

woodsandwatersmagazine

Woods and Waters Publishing, L.C. is not
responsible for any injury or damage received as
a result of any technical information or advice in

the magazine.The contents do not necessarily
represent the views of Woods & Waters Publishing

L.C. GMCO Maps used with permission.

@woodsnwaters

Woods and Waters Publishing, L.C. assumes no
responsibility for delivery after magazines are
mailed. All delivery complaints should be
addressed to your local postmaster.

Send change of address to:

WOODS & WATERS MAGAZINE,

114 Old Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA 23024.

Home Office (540) 894-3540. Woods & Waters
Magazine is a monthly publication owned and
published by Woods and Waters Publishing, L.C.,
114 0ld Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA23024. Copy-
right © 2024, Woods and Waters Publishing, L.C.
Allrights arereserved. U.S. subscriptions - $15.50
for 12 issues, $25.50 for 24 issues. Back issues
$3.50. Manuscripts, photos, and letters should
be addressed to: The Editor, Woods & Waters
Magazine, 114 Old Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA
23024. Editorial material is welcome but cannot
be guaranteed unless exclusive.
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August 4,5 &6, 2023
at Meadow Event Park, Doswell, VA
13191 Dawn Blvd., Doswell, VA, [-95 Exit 98

Fri. 1-7, Sat. 9-6, Sun. 10-5

Adults $10, Ages 12 and under FREE FREE parking

| Y e et
Learn how to butcher a deer from Chef Albert
Learn how to cook invasive species from Captain Anthony Cubbage

Meet and learn from experts, attend seminars, book hunting trips!

www.sportsmanshow.com
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A& first cast

Facebook.com/woodsandwatersmagazine

At The Threshold Of Hunting Seasons!

August to me means it's time to start making plans
for hunting seasons. Deer hunters begin to consider stand
placement and tree trimming as well as tuning bows. Some
bird hunters will work on their wingshooting with crows to
be ready for dove and early goose. Of course the fishing on
the Chesapeake is great and it's pretty darn good on area
lakes and rivers, too!

There's a lot going on in August and this edition reflects
the diversity of our writers’ talents and interests.

The 40th annual Virginia Sportsman Show will be held
August 4-6 at the Meadow Event Park in Doswell in con-
junction with the 84th annual VPSA Big Game Show. This
will be a great weekend if you are a hunter and | hope to
see you there!

Our Destination File takes us back to an almost forgot-
ten fishery - the tidal Rappahannock River. We fished with
river guru Bruce Lee and had a great morning.

The Small Waters Series highlights Hunting Run Reser-
voir outside of Fredericksburg. DWR Biologist John Oden-
kirk has studied and managed this lake extensively and it
offers a good option for your visit this month.

W2 Regional Editor Jared Mounts traveled to the annual
ICAST show last month and brought back his keen insight
into the new tackle and gear we'll be seeing at area shops.

Speaking of crow, dove and goose; how about a W2 Chal-
lenge to harvest all in one day? Check out page 26 for the
deets.

Smallmouth King Chris Gorsuch’s monthly piece focuses
on what fishing line is best; monofilament, braid or fluoro-
carbon.

There's all that, plus our monthly columnists (Kate Ahn-
strom and Steve Chaconas), news from VDWR on summer
trout stockings, a new outdoor show coming to Appomattox,
our famous Regional Focus Reports, tournament schedules,
Tide/Moon Charts, Calendar of Events and an expanded Des-
tinations section with a bunch of new outstanding real estate
listings geared toward outdoor enthusiasts like you!

If you like what you have seen, make it a habit to pick up
a copy at any one of the over 75 shops around the state that
carry W2 OR you can have it sent to your mailbox by signing
up for a subscription at www.woodsandwatersmagazine.com.

Our YouTube Channel is up and running - Woods & Waters
Adventures. You can read the entire mag-
azine online or just browse the articles
and Regional Focus Reports.

Until next time, remember to
cherish, protect and conserve the
outdoors while sharing it with
others.

Snap here to visit
woodandwatersmagazine.com

GREAT gift idea!
Indicate card used

O "“T-':e
O VISA

|:| Indicate if
renewal

Our Readers Do It Outside!

Now you don’t have to miss a single issue. Get a one or two-year
subscription started today and have the region’s top hunting and
fishing magazine delivered to your home. Each month W2 s filled
with great articles featuring new product information, events,
destinations, fishing and hunting reports from all over the region.
I:l Subscribe for one year (12 issues) & get the
Woods & Waters Truck/Boat Sticker!

PAYJU§'1 550 FOR 12 ISSUES

UBCRIBE!

Name
Address
City State ZIP
CC# Exp. CVV# ____
Email:
I:l Subscribe for 2 years (24 issues and get two
W&W boat/truck stickers!

PAY JUSD 2 5 50 FoR2415SUES

For credit card orders, go to www.woodsandwatersmagazine.com. Make checks payable to Woods & Waters Magazine:

Woods & Waters Magazine, 114 Old Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA 23024
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Freshwater Books

The Shenandoah &

Rappahannock River

by Bruce Ingram $16°

D Reveals the best angling spots,
every rapid and access point and
much more. 192 pgs., 12 maps.

The James River

by Bruce Ingram °16%
Paddlers to anglers will find this
guide book a great tool when plan-
ning trips. 136 pgs., 15 river maps.

The New River

by Bruce Ingram $16°°
D Covers fishing the river from the - e

highlands of NC to the valleys of VA 5=

to the gorges of WV. 174 pgs., 8

river maps.

South Branch &
Upper Potomac

by Bruce Ingram $16°°
A guide to paddling and fishing the
South Branch and Upper Potomac
Rivers. Smoke Hole Canyon on the
South Branch to Great Falls.

O

Great Gift
Ideas...

Magazine’s
Outdoor Marketplace

Special Offer:

W2 Truck Sticker & : |
W2 Cookbook!

Both for just .. 4
$14%, s&h included! b
|:| $1 595 yes, send me this gift idea special

You can also order online at:
woodsandwatersmagazine.com

NEW!
W2 Apparel

W VIRGINIA
ST. 1987

The Woods & Waters Tri-blend

A buttery soft blend of cotton, polyester and nylon
featuring Virginia’s favorite fish and a unique take
on the Woods & Waters concept. M,L, XL, XXL

note size and color

Safe Passage Necklaces

b
gy

Made from buffalo horn, resin or paua shell
$17.95 plus s&h below

Lures

W2 Pro Pack: Three, 1/2-0z.
Capt. Macks's Super Spoons great
for bass, striper and perch.

Chart/Chart

anty. |:| $13.75 plus s&h below.

GMCO Maps

Use What the Pros Use!

|:| Chickahominy River ............... $1295

PRO SERIES (incl. Chick Lake)
Tidal James River ................... $129
PRO SERIES

(Richmond to Chick Lake)
|:| Kerr Reservoir (Buggs Is.)....... $129%

PRO SERIES
|:| Upper James River.................. $1295
PRO SERIES
Lake ANNa ........cocevvvvvveeeeeneennn, $129
PRO SERIES
|:| Occoquan Reservoir ................ $1295
PRO SERIES
Lake Gaston .........cccccvvvveeeeeeenns $1295
PRO SERIES
Tidal Potomac ...........ccceeeeeeeeee. $129
PRO SERIES
Rappahannock (3 \/A\L;‘?&B..\.—Eﬁ95
[] BappahannochiGTen
Smith Mountain Lake .............. $12955
PRO SERIES

Northern Chesapeake Bay...... $139%
Harve de Grace to Little Choptank

Southern Chesapeake Bay .... $13°%
Smith Point to Virginia Beach NE\N‘

Back Bay/North Landing R...... $1195
North Bay down to North Carolina NE\N‘

Pro Series Tourney Set ........ $100.95
Chickahominy River, Tidal James River, Kerr Res-
ervoir, Lake Gaston, Lake Anna, Smith Mountain
Lake, Tidal Potomac River andTidal Rappahan-
nock River.

] . s e}

The Woods & Waters Classic

Sturdy, garment dyed tee with a classic look great
for before, during and after the hunt or fishing trip.
M, L, XL, XXL

note size and color

The W2 Trucker

Show your colors when
hunting or fishing with our
comfortable & stylish caps.

NEW! $2095

" Shipping & handling not incld.

Shipping & Handling Fees

Please allow two to four weeks for delivery.

$0-9513.95 ...cceiieeeeceeeeeaes $7.95
$14.00 - $24.00 ..,.............. $9.25
$24.01 - $30.00 ......c.cemuueeee $11.25
$30.01 - $40.00 ................. $13.50
$40.01 - $50.00 ................. $15.75
over $50 .....coeeeeeeeeceeeennennns $17.00

*VA residents MUST add 5.3% sales tax.

To order any item, check the products you want, cut out the page
and send it with name, address, check, money order or credit card
information to: Woods & Waters Magazine, 114 Old Quarry Lane,
Bumpass, VA 23024 or call 540/894-3540.

August 2023 wbodsandwatersmagazine.com 11



ﬁ “YIUR DNE STOF GUN SROP™
Gun Shows.

P.0. Box 10277 Blacksburg, VA 24062
(540) 951 - 1344 | (540) 951 - 2344
info@EhowmastersGunShows. com
wwrw. Showmasiers GunShows.com

www. TheNations GunShow.com
www. Sporisman Show.com

Meadow Event Park = Doswell, YA

VIRGINIA OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN SHOW

August 4,5 & 6, 2023

Monroeville Convention Center - Monroeville, PA

PITTSBURGH GUN SHOW

August 19 - 20, 2023

Richmond Raceway Complex - Richmaond, VA

RICHMOND GUN SHOW

August 26 - 27, 2023

Augusta Expo - Fishersville, VA

FISHERSVILLE GUN SHOW

September 16 - 17, 2023

Ocean City Convention Center - Ocean City, MD

OCEAN CITY GUN SHOW

September 23 - 24, 2023

Dulles Expo Center = Chantilly, YA

THE NATIONS GUN SHOW

= Sept. 29, 30 & Oct. 1, 2023
Nov, 17, 18 & 19, 2023
“ Dec. 29, 30 & 31, 2023

Mylan Park - Morgantown, WY

FAIRMONT GUN_SHOW

SHENANDOAH VALLEY
GUN SHOW

Cretober 28 - 29, 2023

Mylan Park - Morgantown, WV

MORGANTOWN GUN SHOW

November 11 - 12, 2023

*Visit our website for full show listings
ALWAYS CONFIRM DATES BEFORE TRAVELING!

DO GRILLS

Custom Built Quality
Outdoor Barbeque Products

Since 1989

Pig Cookers / Patio Grills
Insulated & Offset Smokers

FOR MORE INFO

1-252-236-4464

www.bqgrills.com

Located: 6043 Hwy 301N
Elm City, NC 27822

dear_-£&

Dear Woods & Waters Magazine,

| wanted to share a photo with you of my
stepson, Jacob Lauffer, and a nice bass he
caught recently fishing a wacky worm on
Lake Biggins. He just seven years old but he
loves fishing.

Ryan Haynes
Newport News, Virginia

Love that smile! - ED

DearW2,

Check out this 20" 4.74-Ib. Shenandoah River
smallmouth | caught using a Keitech Easy
Shiner! | enjoy reading your magazine and
hope you can use this pic.

Ray Michael Anderson
Gore, Virginia

12 woodsandwatersmagazine.com Ahgust 2023

Nice fish, Ray. Good to see the Shenandoah
fishing well this year. - ED

Gordetines e"
Guidelines
We welcome your correspondence and
photos. Letters must be sent to our office (114
Old Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA 23024). Others
email us (woodsandwatersmagazine @gmail.
com). Paper photos cannot be returned. If we
run your letter or email and you include your

address, we will send you one of our truck/
boat stickers.




online

Snap here to visit the
Woods & WatersYouTube Channel!l

o

E Ti 7 1al Ra ﬁahck."

Order Your Small Boat
o utboa rd Today ! The most affordable

and reliable out-

’ . boards available in
Ed Allen’s Boats & Bait

804.966.5363

TOHATSU
1965 Allen Rd., Lanexa, VA

Feel the Wind™

» FREDERICKSBURG
DUCKS UNLIMITED
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2023 (3PM - 10 PM)

FREDERICKSBURG FAIRGROUNDS

Outdoor Moments

Richard Stubler

“Look at the gut on this thing - it’s
grotesque!”

TICKETS
Single - 5155
VIP Spunsor: Single-5375 Couple-$500
Individual/Corporate Silver
Sponsor- 31500

MORE SPONSOR LEVELS AVAILABLE

Crabs, Beef, Ralffles, Live Auvction

For tickets
snap here:

MORE INFORMATION:

Mason Hallberg
H40.760.7707
chairmanflreddu@gmail.com
OKLINE TICKETS
WWW.FREDERICKSBURGDU.ORG
Dueks Unlimived is the world leader in waterfowl and
wetlands conservation. U has conserved 70,061 acres and
Invested $23.39%,234 In Virgiola, Your support makes a

differcace! If vou are ssable to avvend the event, please
make a deosation enline and reaew vour membership,

Daniel Hudson

Aszociate Hroker

HOLT ror HOMES 540.905.9384
R EﬁLTDHE' danieladanislhudsonhomes. oo
ek fere herner oo Princess Anie S1LS1e g

Fredernchshinm VA, 2z22m

August 2023 whodsandwatersmagazine.com
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Virginia Sportsmahow;

Part Of Hunting Tradition

40th Annual Event Will Draw Hunters From All OverThe Commonwealth

BY C.C. MCCOTTER

unters from all

over the state will

convene August

4-6 at the Meadow

Event Park complex in Doswell

for the 40th annual Virginia

Outdoor Sportsman Show

where they will find a massive

display of hunting gear, guides,
mounted trophies and more.

Event owner Annette Elliot

is no stranger to shows as she

also owns and operates Show-

masters Gun Shows that holds

events around the mid-Atlantic

region. She's owned the show

for four years and after surviv-

ing the Covid years, notes the
show thrived in 2022 and will
be bigger than ever this year.

“Once we cleared that Covid
nonsense and moved the show
to Doswell we've had more ex-
hibitor participation and much
higher attendance,” Elliot told
W2 recently.

This year’s event will mark
the 40" annual show. Hugh Crit-
tendon began the traditional
hunting show, sold it to David
Posner, who then sold it to Elliot.

Besides a modern venue just off
I-95, the show features exhibi-
tors displaying everything from
ATVs to tree stands, guns to
apparel, hunting trips and more.

The show features the 84th
annual Virginia Peninsula
Sportmans Association’s Vir-
ginia Big Game Contest. The
contest will feature most of the
largest deer, bear, and turkey
harvested throughout the state
during last hunting season.
Each will be scored and display
and the top entrants will be
recognized Sunday afternoon.

To put this in perspective,
last year VPSA put on display
335 of the largest deer, bear,
and turkey harvested in Vir-
ginia! This section of the show
is always impressive to view.

When asked what to expect
this year, Buddy Faison (VPSA

Director and outdoor social
media influencer) stated he
expected a record year. Faison
said that “the deer, bear, and
turkey posted on social media
this year will prove to be record
breakers once the VPSA mea-
sures them in August.”

Anyone that thinks they can
call turkey is encouraged to
enter the National Wild Turkey
Federation sanctioned state
turkey calling contest running
in conjunction with the event.

Attendees can also meet and
chat with television personali-
ties like Kip Campbell from Red
Arrow, Tim Andrus from Rush
Outdoors, Carson Koury from

14 woodsandwatersmagazine.com Aligust 2023
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The VPSA Big Game Show category winners will be announced
Sunday, August 6 starting at 2 pm, including youth winners.

Final Draw and trick archery
shooter Byron Ferguson. There
will also be free game butcher-
ing and cooking demonstrations
by Chef Albert and Captain
Anthony Cubbage. Of course,
you'll want to sample the food
at the Pig, Deer & Beer Cafe.

Outdoor shows offer hunting
and fishing enthusiasts a place
to gather, learn new tactics, book
trips, meet friends and learn
in person vs. an online video.
If you've ever wanted to learn
how to call waterfowl but were
unsure, you'll find a number of
call makers selling at this event
AND they will personally show
you how to use their call.

Listening to champion waterfowl
caller and W2 Pro Team member
Travis Stauch is a real treat and
he'll be at the show with his
Ramrod Guiding business.

There’s also those amazing Dock
Dog shows, decoy painting with
the Virginia Waterfowlers Asso-
ciation and the Re/Max Encore
and Green Top Sporting Goods
Kid's Trout Pond.

For a list of the exhibitors, semi-
nar schedule and details about the
show, visit www.sportsmanshow.
com for more information. To find
out how to enter your deer, bear
or turkey mount in the VPSA Big
Game Show, visit www.vpsa.org.

(A’

“The deer, bear and turkey posted on social
media this year will prove to be record break-
ers once the VPSA measures them in August.”

R HUGE Shlp Store with tra:ler parts, PFDs “fuel Lk _
'stab:hzers‘pamt anchors fuel tanks, water toys M 4

804 829.9888 or 804 370.3795
vaoutdrsman@gmail.com

Located near the Rt. 5 Bridge/ Chickahominy
River, in Charles City Co.

16061 Old Tomahund Dr., Williamsburg, VA
2318537.2665913, -76.8974987, N37° 15.9955', W076° 53.8499
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BY VDWR & W2 STAFF

unting Run Reservoir is a

420-acre water supply reser-

voir owned and operated by
Spotsylvania County. The lake was
stocked by the Virginia Department of
Wildlife Resources and opened to fishing
by Spotsylvania County in fall 2007.
There is one access point near the up-
per end of the lake off Ely’s Ford Road.
The lake has an excellent largemouth
bass population that is currently “bass
heavy” or “predator heavy”.

Anglers need an access pass to fish on
the reservoir. Season passes for Hunting
Run Reservoir are only $8 for anglers
from Spotsylvania, $10 for Fredericks-
burg and Stafford. Daily passes are also
available and cost $3 for Spotsylvania,
$5 for Fredericksburg and Stafford and
$7 for all others, respectively. Senior
citizens over age 62 have free access,
and children under 16 have free ac-
cess. Boat rentals are $6 an hour with
a minimum of three hours and can be
rented for up to eight hours.

If using your own boat, it must have
an electric motor, gas motors are allowed
on boats but have to be raised out of
the water or the fuel line disconnected.
Gas motors are prohibited from opera-
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tion unless engaged in official duties.

Hunting Run is usually sampled an-
nually by electrofishing (EF) by VDWR
biologist John Odenkirk to get an accu-
rate picture of the fisheries status. Elec-
trofishing is an active sampling method
used to determine abundance, density,
and species composition of fish popula-
tions. Typically, community sampling
is done in daylight. Historically, the
reservoir has consistently been in the
top 10 NOVA district waters for catch
rate of largemouth bass.

VDWR fisheries biologists have
sampled the reservoir annually since
an illegal introduction of northern
snakehead in 2013 to monitor potential
effects on the fish community. Most
recently, an EF sample was conducted
in April 2020. Biologists use shoreline
EF to obtain estimates of population
size structure and relative abundance.
Abundance is usually described as a
catch rate in number of fish per hour
(CPUE, or Catch per Unit Effort).

Biologists employ numerical descrip-
tors of length-frequency data such as
Proportional Size Distribution (PSD)
and Proportional Size Distribution
—Preferred (PSD-P) when evaluating
fish populations. PSD is calculated by
dividing the number of fish (minimum

RuniReservoir

quality length by the number of fish)
minimum stock length x 100. Quality
length is defined as the minimum size
of fish most anglers like to catch (12"
for largemouth bass). Stock length is
the minimum length at which a fish
provides recreational value and/or is
recruited to the fishery (8" for large-
mouth bass). PSD-P is the percent-
age of preferred length group found
within a population. It is calculated
by dividing the number of fish (pre-
ferred length by the number of fish)
minimum stock length x 100.

Preferred bass are those 15" or larger,
while memorable bass are those 20”
or larger. State standard regulations
apply to the harvest of most game
and nongame fish (e.g., catfish), but
largemouth bass harvest has been
regulated by a 14-22" protected slot
limit. Anglers are required to imme-
diately release any bass between 14
and 22" (inclusive), and can creel only
one bass per day over 22" and up to
four bass per day under 14”. Harvest
of bass below the slot is beneficial to
minimize stockpiling of small fish,
increase growth and maintain a desir-
able size structure.

In order to sustain Hunting Run
as a trophy bass fishery, anglers are

“Historically, the reservoir has consistently been in the top 10 NOVA district waters

for catch rate of largmouth bass.”
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encouraged to keep bass under 14 inches,
(especially those from 10-12"), and release
bass over 22" Anglers are also encouraged
to keep black crappie (25 per day, no length
limit) and northern snakeheads (no length
or harvest limit).

Based on electroshocking data the popu-
lation size structure of largemouth bass
(LMB) in 2020 was slightly better than the
previous sample in 2019. PSD increased to
75 from 73. A PSD of 40-70 is indicative
of a balanced fish population. Proportional
Size Distribution of preferred fish (PSD-P;
ratio of adults greater than 15”) was better
in 2020 (41) and indicative of a desirable
size structure with a population trending
towards larger individuals. Total catch per
unit effort (CPUE) of LMB in 2019 (87 fish/
hr) decreased slightly in 2020 to 80 fish/hr
which is still good. CPUE of preferred size
bass increased slightly from 26/hr (2019)
to 28/hrin 2020.

Since 2013, LMB catch rates have shown
a gradual increasing trend. Length distri-
bution of collected bass ranged from 3 to
21" with a large proportion of bass in the
11 to 17" range which suggests improve-
ment in overall bass size structure. This
population is regarded as abundant with
bass averaging 2-3 pounds and 6+ pound
fish available.

Largemouth bass catch rate and size
structure has fluctuated since the fishery’s

Above - The boat launch and boat dock at Hunting Run is excellent. Above right - LG

Knight with a five-pound Hunting Run summer bass. aaron sall photo

creation, and the community became preda-
tor heavy in the mid-2000s. Forage was
quickly reduced and as a result, largemouth
bass became skinnier, as bluegill was the
most utilized prey. Multiple attempts to
introduce gizzardshad finally succeeded in
recent years, and likely is one of the drivers
of enhanced bass size structure.

Good summer bass baits on Hunting Run
include crankbaits and swimbaits. Bass
school in the early fall into winter and a
soft plastic jerkbait be good as well.

Hunting Run provides an adequate black
crappie fishery. Length distribution ranged
from 4 to 13" with the majoritybeing 9 to 12"
Crappie populations are known to fluctuate
due to high annual variation in spawning
success, and while not a positive sign for
crappie anglers; reduced abundance of this
species in this predator heavy community
can be viewed beneficially. Anglers are
encouraged to harvest any crappie caught
up to the 25-fish/day creel limit.

[ ]

Get Ready for the Virginia

BASS SLAM CHALLENGE

VIRGINIA

DWR
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Tidal Rappahannock Riv

BY C.C. MCCOTTER

n a hot and humid July morn-

ing | found myself fishing with

an old friend on the tidal Rap-

pahannock. It had been a min-
ute since | last fished the Rapp, and | had
the feeling of anticipation one might have
right before opening the door of a high
school reunion - that the experience could
be disappointing or amazing, but that the
next few hours were going to be interest-
ing. The weather and conditions were pret-
ty much perfect for a summer tidal river
visit. We fished from a Nitro Z20.

My host was long-time Rappahannock
River angler and bass fishing advocate
Bruce Lee. Those of you with some age
and a good memory will recall Lee was one
of the driving forces behind the formation
of the Concerned Bass Anglers of Virginia
(CBAV). He, along with several others ac-
tively organized anglers into an effective
lobbying force and fundraising group and
actually stocked the tidal Chickahominy
River with largemouth bass despite the
then VDGIF disapproval.

Eventually the CBAV and VDGIF be-
gan to see eye-to-eye and VDGIF took over

the stocking in year three. Five years af-
ter the stockings the Chickahominy River
bass fishing was incredible, and a national
precedent was set that stocking tidal rivers
was a potential tool for fisheries managers.

Lee went on to try the same thing for the
tidal Rappahannock (just one year), where
he resides riverside and has been fishing
for over 50 vyears. The results weren't as
amazing but encouraging, and while bass
fishing on the tidal Rapp isn't as good as
it is on other tidal rivers around the state,
it's pretty good, if you know what you are
doing.

| like Bruce. He's a go-getter. | worked
with him to set up CBAV. | always like
fishing with him. | also wanted my N
son, Mitchell to meet him. Fishing
with Lee is an honor.

We put in that morning at
Port Royal Landing and head-
ed down river, running a fall-
ing tide in search of feisty
Rappahnnock bass and per-
haps a northern snakehead.

“I've fished the river five times this
year, four tournaments and won three of

His knowl- “
:;ig:ry?f the Rappahannock is leg- ,‘L&\"W&
209
A0 N
A
S

‘em,” Bruce told Mitchell and |, pointing
out the plaques in his workshop prior to
our launch. Lee is pretty-much THE ex-
pert on Rapp River fishing on the angling
side. His knowledge and advocacy for the
river is the stuff of legend.

DWR Biologist John Odenkirk has
been studying the tidal Rappahannock
for years, but from a more scientific view-
point. While he and Lee don't always agree
on the intricacies of fishery management,
they have strong respect for one another.

“The tidal Rappahannock is an inter-
esting river because it really doesnt have
great largemouth bass habitat. Yes, there’s
shallow wood and rocks, but the submerged

aquatic  vegetation that really revs
up a tidal bass fishery has been
lacking in many areas of the

river. It does have good

largemouth fishing,

but | don't think it will
ever be another Chicka-
hominy or tidal Potomac,
Odenkirk told W2. “Stock-
ings in 2013 did show prom-
ise but not like those done in
the Chickahominy.”
S Angling for freshwater spe-

“My host was long-time Rappahannock River angler and bass fishing advocate

Bruce Lee’
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cies on the tidal Rappahannock is best from

the head-of-tide at Fredericksburg down-
stream to Leedstown. This section of river
is characterized by forested shorelines with
large river bends cutting through high
banks and cliffs, and below Route 301 the
river opens up with broad expanses of tidal
marsh. Anglers on the tidal Rappahannock
can quite easily forget this river is just miles
from densely populated sections of northern
Virginia and Washington D.C.

The tidal Rappahannock offers an array of
species, including blue catfish, largemouth
bass, crappie, white perch and migratory
anadromous species such as American shad,
hickory shad, river herring (alewife and
blueback herring), and striped bass.

With slower growth and lower catch rates,
this largemouth population has never had

the national reputation the tidal Chicka-
hominy and James largemouth fisheries
have experienced. However recent angler

reports of good catches of bass in the tidal
Rappahannock match findings of VDWR bi-
ologists, which include improved electrofish-
ing catch rates in recent years.

Above Route 301, highest bass catch
rates in electrofishing surveys were record-
ed from Hick’s Landing downstream to near

Port Royal. Largemouth bass in the lower
Rappahannock River, below Portobago Bay,
have limited areas where suitable habitat
and forage are available; shorelines adja-
cent to side-channel drop-offs, marsh back
channels, and in tidal tributaries. However,
recent electrofishing surveys indicate good
numbers of largemouth can be found in
these pockets of habitat.

As noted above, the tidal Rappahannock
River was stocked with roughly 62,000 F-1
LMB on May 20, 2013. CBAV members were
able to disperse these bass into 18 selected
sites by way of aerated hatchery bags that
held a desired weight of bass fingerlings.
A DGIF fisheries biologist was present at
the Wilmont Landing boat ramp to observe
the stocking. Assistance was given in the
weighing of the bass before each bag was
sent out to the desired stocking location. The
stocking sites ranged from Snowden Creek
on the western edge to Otterburn Marsh on
the eastern range. A large percentage of the
bass were stocked within the Marsh Point to
Horsehead Point section of the river.

DGIF requested that all F-1 LMB finger-
lings be marked by hatchery staff with OTC

| continued on page 20

Photos, clockwise from left to right - Bruce Lee and author’s son with a triple of bass. Bruce Lee at the Port
Royal bridge. The General in a bass’ mouth. Bruce Lee fishing water lillies. Author’s son and Lee at the Port
Royal Landing ramp. Author’s son with one of the two snakeheads caught during the visit. The Brian Green

Special spinnerbait used.

River Info

The tidal Rappahannock River begins at
the fall line near Fredericksburg all the way
down to where the river joins the Chesa-
peake Bay near Whitestone. There are over
70 miles of main river to fish and dozens of
miles of creeks to explore. Tides refresh the
river twice a day bringing baitfish and more.

In the summer, you can expect water tem-
peratures from 85-90 and water clarity will
vary depending on where you are in the
river. In creeks and pockets with hydrilla or
in the upper river, you will find fairly clear
water. On the main river, the water will be
slightly muddy many days. This is not a tan-
nin-stained river, but it does get sediment
run off from many sources and the mud
flats are extensive.

There are few lily pads except down riv-
er near Leedstown and these are mostly
American pond lilies - the kind that stick out
above the water that can be difficult to fish in
the summer. The river does have countless
shoreline logs, trees and stumps. Cypress
trees are few and far between, though. Hy-
drilla and other submerged aquatic weeds
are at historically high levels. Most of these
weeds grown in the lower river, below Port
Royal. Most creeks don’t harbor much grass
but certain ones do like Lyons, Pee Dee, Cat
Point and Occupica.

Access to the upper river is decent.You can
start at the City Dock Park in Fredericksburg
should you want to fish the upper, tidal river
(where the smallmouth are). The next ramp
is the Little Falls ramp on the north side of
the river. As you head down river, the access
points are less frequent. The Hopyard boat
ramp follows, also on the north side of the
river. A couple miles downstream is Hicks’
Landing on the south side of the river off Rt.
17. Port Royal Landing is right next to where
Rt. 301 crosses the river. Hoskins Creek Boat
Ramp is just below Tappahannock and of-
fers access to Piscataway, Occupacia and
Catpoint Creeks in the lower, tidal Rappah-
annock.

Most tidal Rappahannock summer anglers
target largemouth bass using a shallow run-
ning crankbait, buzzbait, a Texas-rigged ring
worm, soft plastic stick bait and a creature
bait. There is a Chatterbait and spinnerbait
bite at times. Braided line is recommended
as most of the fish are behind logs or other
underwater structure that tends to have a
barnacle or two on it that might saw through
monofilament.

On an average day, a decent angler should
expect to catch from six to twelve large-
mouth bass from the tidal Rappahannock.
If you lock into a good tide and pattern the
fish 20-40 bass is certainly possible. Most
of the fish will be between 12-15 inches. A
few might be over three pounds. A big tidal
Rappahannock River largemouth may reach
seven to eight pounds.

Locals know there smallmouth bass in the
upper reaches of the tidal Rappahannock.
They fish for them in the fall and winter
within a couple miles of Fredericksburg.
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(Oxytetracycline) for use in de-
termining the percentage of con-
tribution to the 2013 year class
as well as tracking the growth
rate potential of the supplemen-
tal stocking. DGIF staff was able
to grow out a subsample of the
LMB fingerlings to determine if
the fish were properly marked
with the OTC dye. DGIF staff at
the DGIF Age and Growth Lab
detected the presence of the OTC
mark on the extracted otoliths
of the grow-out bass fingerlings.
The majority of the stocked bass
were around 1.75 to 2 inches in
total length at the time of stock-
ing.
The 2013 electrofishing survey
of the tidal Rappahannock River
covered the section of the river
from just below Port Royal to
Catpoint Creek. The 18 standard-
ized sites provided 18,000 sec-
onds (five hours) of electrofishing
effort. The fall 2012 survey con-
sisted of the sampling of 20 sites
for a total effort of 19,200 seconds
(5.33 hours) of pedal time.

The survey consisted of the
sampling of 29 sites for the ex-
panded effort of 30,800 seconds
(8.56 hours), and it consisted of
an expanded effort to cover ad-
ditional sites that have not been
historically sampled in the past.

Eleven additional survey runs
were conducted for an effort of
12,800 seconds (3.56 hrs).

The goal of this increased effort
was to determine if the general
areas stocked with supplemen-
tal largemouth bass fingerlings
on May 20, 2013, would actu-
ally still hold fish four months
later. Certain areas showed some
promise while other areas re-
vealed less than ideal results.

The 11 non-standardized sites
provided the collection of 136
largemouth bass for CPUE of
38.25 bass/hr. Of the total of 136
bass, 118 of them fell into the
YOY (Young of Year) category
based upon using the total length
of 250 mm as the cut-off size de-

termination. The YOY  CPUE
was 33.2 bass/hr. A total of 18
adult-sized bass were collected

from these sites. The adult bass
CPUE was 5.06 bass/hr.

The 18 standardized sites yield-
ed a total of 96 largemouth bass
for a CPUE of 19.2 bass/hr. These
sites showed the presence of 61
YOY largemouth bass for a YOY
CPUE of 12.2/hr. The 35 adult-
sized bass yielded a CPUE of 7

bass/hr. Six of the survey sites
conducted in Cat Point Creek (2),
Occupacia Creek (2) and Pee Dee
Creek (2) were withheld from
the analysis due to the fact that
these areas were well outside of
the stocked section of the river.
These six sites vyielded no YOY
largemouth bass. Only one adult
bass from the upper site on Cat
Point Creek was collected over
the course of these six surveys
runs. The removal of this effort
(6,000 seconds) from the total ef-
fort for standardized sites allows
for the CPUE of YOY LMB to
climb from 12.2/hr to 18.3/hr.

The surveys within the non-
standardized sites provided in-
sight into which stocked areas
supplemental bass were able
to survive in substantial abun-
dance. The two sample sites of
Troy Creek and the marsh edge
and side creek across from Wilm-
ont Landing were surveyed on
September 11th. These areas
had a substantial amount of hy-
drilla present during the time of
sampling. The collection of 72
bass from these sites provided
an impressive CPUE of 108 bass/
hr and a high proportion (31%)
of the total 232 largemouth bass
collected during the entire sur-
vey.

These two sites yielded a to-
tal of 62 YOY (young of year)
bass which was 34.6% of the to-
tal 179 YOY collected. The 2013
overall CPUE (catch per unit of
effort) for largemouth bass was
27.1 bass/hr. The CPUE from
the 2012 survey was 14.6 bass/
hr. The 2013 CPUE for YOY
bass was 20.9 bass/hr. The 2012
CPUE for YOY bass was 54
bass/hr. The increased sampling
effort in areas where bass were
stocked allowed for this favorable
increase in CPUE.

A total of 176 YOY bass were
used for otolith analysis. Of these
176 fish, the DGIF Age and
Growth Lab  successfully read
172 of the otoliths for OTC mark
verification. A total of 144 bass
came back as positive for hav-
ing OTC marked otoliths. This
provided an 83.72% contribution
of stocked bass to the 2013 year
class. The remaining 28 bass did
not have an OTC mark and have
been classified as natural stock
from the successful spawning be-
havior of the limited brood stock
that is present in the river. The
natural stock component of the




Above left - the Berkley 5.25"The General stickbait in watermelon/
red glitter was a productive bait during the visit. Above right -
author with a chunky tidal Rappahannock River largemouth bass
that inhaled The General.

year class based on the sample
set collected was 16.28% contri-
bution.

Some sample sites yielded a
limited number of bass that
were all from the supplemen-
tal stocking. A prime example
would be the three YOY bass
that were tested from Otterburn
Marsh that came back as posi-
tive for having an OTC mark.
The additional survey run that
was conducted within the west-
ern branch of Lyons Creek pro-
vided 100% OTC mark verifica-
tion of the 13 bass collected. The
survival rate of stocked bass was
clearly evident in areas such as
Lyons Creek. The 21 YOY LMB
from Lyons Creek provided a
total of 20 OTC+ LMB for a
95.2% contribution to the 2013
year class. The marsh edge and
side creek across from Wilmont
Landing provided another high
percentage contribution (91.49%)
of stocked bass from the largest
sample set of 47 YOY bass.

The 2013 electrofishing sur-
veys of the Rappahannock River
yielded an increased CPUE of
largemouth bass (27.1 LMB/hr)
when compared to the 2012 sur-
vey (CPUE: 14.6 bass/hr). This
increase was a direct reflection
of the stocked bass that were
still  present within the areas
that were targeted during the
May 20th stocking. The catch
rate of YOY LMB showed a fa-
vorable increase from 5.4/hr in
2012 to0 20.9/hrin 2013.

It appears that the higher
concentrations  of  largemouth
bass were found within defined
tributaries that had lower con-
centrations of blue catfish and
white perch present. The pres-
ence of a substantial amount of
SAV (submerged aquatic vegeta-
tion), primarily in the form of
hydrilla, provided great nurs-
ery habitat for young bass in

tributaries such as Troy Creek,
Piss Creek and the no name,
side creek across from Wilmont
Landing. The open, shallow wa-
ter flats of Otterburn Marsh and
Drakes Marsh provided limited
numbers of stocked bass.

The slow growth of SAV due to
the cold snap in April might be
one of the determining factors
that these areas did not support
a higher survival rate of stocked
bass. The fact that abundant
white perch, yellow perch and
blue catfish are present in these
areas most likely added to the
demise of a large percentage of
stocked bass.

The collection of seven large-
mouth  bass  within  Baylors
Creek was rather disappointing.
The abundance of blue catfish
stacked along the pad line most
likely took care of their share
of stocked bass. The survey run
within Baylors Creek collected a
total of 253 blue catfish (CPUE:
910.8 fish/hr) along with 92
white perch (CPUE: 331.2 fish/
hr). The survey yielded the col-
lection of 8,615 total fish.

According to Odenkirk, “the
overall contribution percentage
of 83.72% of stocked bass to the
2013 year class should provide
a substantial boost to the large-
mouth bass fishery for years to
come. The abundance of forage
fish (eastern silvery minnows,
spottail shiners, threadfin shad)
in most areas sampled will pro-
vide a great forage base for the
bass”

Four of the 18 stocked ar-
eas were not sampled during
the electrofishing survey. These
areas were Portobago Creek,
Snowden Creek and the two
small creeks on the southern
edge of Green Bay. Portobago
Creek and Snowden Creek were
inaccessible during the low tide

| continued on page 41
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Seeking Out Next Season’s Hottest Tackle & Gear

BY JARED MOUNTS

he world’s largest sportfishing

trade show, ICAST, kicked off

their 66" year at the Orange

County Convention Center in
Orlando Florida from July 11-14th. The
American Sportfishing Association (ASA)
headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia is
responsible for bringing manufacturers,
distributors, media, and retailers from all
over the world together under one roof
in Florida for four days.

This event has become an annual ritual
for the Jake's Bait & Tackle family to at-
tend to find out what's new and upcoming
to bring back to our great customers to
help them catch more fish or bigger fish.
As a Regional Editor for Woods & Water
Magazine, | want to bring this news to
W2 readers as well.

Networking and building relationships
with industry anglers are also a big part
of the ICAST experience. Front Royal
native and angler Cilla Johnson also at-
tended the ICAST on the Water for the
first time this year. She has quite the
resume in the fishing industry. Cilla
reps for Berkley Fishing, Abu Garcia,
Jackson Kayak, Power-Pole, Cashion
Rods, ZMan, Torqeedo, and YakAttack and
many more. She represented the United
States and Team Philippines in the 2023

“Another noteworthy new soft plastic is The Bomba by Missile Baits.”

Kayak Fishing World Championship held
in Tennessee. Whether she is chasing
snakehead on the Potomac or competing
in the NVKA tournaments, Cilla is an
ambassador for woman anglers.

At the State of the Industry breakfast
we learned 54.5 million people, six years
old and older went fishing in 2022. Kids
fishing from 6-17 years old is up 2.5 mil-
lion from last year. Woman are up 42%
for first time fishing. An amazing 1,100
new products were introduced in 2023.

Our first stop was the ICAST On The
Water event held on one of the ponds
next to the convention center. Approxi-
mately 20 vendors were set up along the
walkway promoting their product. The
unique thing about this outdoor venue
is participants can try out the product
on the water.

Kayaks, watercraft, and the Torgeedo
electric motor can be seen buzzing around
the pond. Rods and reels were also used
casting lures into the pond.

Bill Siemantel of of FishLab BBZ was
on hand to introduce us to their new
line of spinnerbaits and buzzbaits. The
4.5" Bio-Blade Buzzbait is one of a kind
with a two-piece independent blade de-
sign that can be bent on the water to
provide a different clack pitch. We were
able to see on the water how quickly this
buzzbait got up on plane and we could

hear firsthand the loud distinct pitch on
a slow and fast retrieve. The buzzbait
was built for adding a plastic frog as it
is skirtless.

Another noteworthy new soft plastic
bait is The Bomba by Missile Baits. This
is a 3.5-inch finesse, thick, craw body
worm that casts and skips like a rocket!
Fish it Texas-rigged and weightless to
erratically fall to the bottom while glid-
ing, rocking, and even going away from
you at times.

Jacob Wheeler and Rapala worked
extensively to create the CrushCity
soft plastic line. Wheeler noted he
created “the soft baits | need to win
tournaments”. The Bronco Bug has
the most lifelike action with snapback
“bronco kick” when it lands, imitating
a defensive craw.

The new forward facing sonar technol-
ogy has opened a new market for lures.
The new Yamamoto Scope Shad is a
three-inch perfect profile rigged for a
vertical presentation. Throw this on a
Buckeye Scope Head that is weighted to
give it a horizontal natural presentation
for suspended fish.

The last soft bait that caught our at-
tention was the Geecrack Bellows Gill
Swimmer. Most are familiar with the
popular Bellows Gill profile. They've

| continued on page 24
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Now
in stock...

Force Trolling Motors Panoptix Livescope Units AlphaTracking Collars

(434) 738.6363
138 Phillis Rd., Boydton,VA 23917
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¢ Fast-acting & long lasting.

* Puts MORE scent into the water
than any other bait guaranteed!

www.rippinlipsbait.com
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added a paddle tail for more water movement.
At 3.2 inches, it is recommended to use a 4/0
EWG swimbait hook to rig it horizontally.
Manufactures can enter new products into
37 different categories as part of the New
Product Showcase. Participants vote on their
favorite in each category. Here are a few of
the category winners that you may be most
interested in. Release dates for each of these
products vary as some are available now and
others may not be available for several months.

Best Freshwater Soft Lure
The Berkley PowerBait Nessie

This soft bodied jointed glide bait is slow
sinking, great for skipping, and has the Power-
bait scent. It features a mesh reinforced joint
for durability while allowing for free range
of motion and stabilizing fins for consistent
action. It comes in 10 custom-painted, forage-
matching finishes in three sizes and retails
for $12.99. A quick disclaimer on this lure: at
the time of writing this article | came across a
post by Mike Bucca in reference to a dispute
between Grow Design Works and Berkley
Fishing. You can check out Bucca’s post on
his Facebook for more details and discussion.

Best Terminal Tackle
VMC Swingin’Ned Rig Jig

The new articulated jig head design maintains
a solid stand up with added flow and natural
swing movement to your Ned rig presentation.
Adjustable fluorocarbon keeper, offset point,
long shank, and wide gap will work on many
of your plastics. The heavy head and design
allows for longer casts, better bottom contact,
and great crawling action. Retailing at $5.49
for a 3 packin 3/16, 3/8, or ¥4 ounce weight.

Best Freshwater Hard Lure
Z-Man Chatterbait Elite EVO

Z-Man’s patented direct head-to-blade
connection allows for quick start vibration
and increased hunting action. It features a
hybrid molded split-grip wire trailer keeper
to secure your favorite soft plastic trailers.
What anglers will notice differently about
this line will be the new head paint schemes,
skirt color patterns, and blades finished with
a glitter coat. Retailing at $9.99

Best Fishing Line
Shimano's Mastiff Fluorocarbon

The 100% fluorocarbon, produced in Japan,
will offer strength, durability, and smooth-
ness. Anglers will note the line is smooth
to the touch however engineers have added
NANOARMOR technology to it. Nano-size
ridges across the outer surface of the line
will enhance knot strength and toughness,
preventing slippage and reducing the risk
of line breakage. Retail price of $24.99 for
200 yards.

Best Freshwater Reel
Shimano's Stradic FM
Smooth as a hot knife through butter, the




Stradic FM adds infinity Xross technology
for unequaled gear durability and synergy.
This parlays Shimano's legacy of cold-forged
HAGANE gearing for added strength with the
refinement of MicroModule Il. InfinityDrive
delivers increased cranking power under load
while the new Duracross Drag provides the
smooth performance of felt with up to 10
times the durability. Retail Price of $219.99

Best Freshwater Rod
St. Croix Mojo Bass TRIGON

This rod features St. Croix’s proprietary, new,
ergonomic TRIGON handle and Dynamix Reel
Seat design based on anthropometric data. The
rod series is built on premium SCIl carbon
or 100% Linear S-Glass blanks (reaction-bait
models only), with length, powers, and actions
to support bass fishing techniques from BFS
to eight-ounce swimbaits. MSR of $175

Best Rod & Reel Combo
Abu Garcia ZATA Baitcast Combo

The ZATA low profile reels feature a 10+1
bearing system for smooth operation. The
lightweight graphite frame and Infini brake
system offers limitless adjustability to handle
all of your fishing situations. The reel is
paired on a 24-Ton graphite blank with stain-
less steel guides offering great sensitivity to
strikes. Suggested Retail of $229.95

Best Motorized Boating Accessories
Power-Pole Move ZR Trolling Motor

The Power-Pole MOVE ZR scissor lift style
is perfect for traditional bow-mount bass boats.
Made to handle both saltwater and freshwa-
ter with multi-layered corrosion resistance,
it's built with compound fail safes and held
strong with an unbreakable aerospace-grade
titanium shaft. MSRP is $4999.99

Each year we attend this fishing industry
conference, | walk away with a new apprecia-
tion for the collaboration of all of the great
people bringing angler products that continue
to get the job done on the water. Innovation
and improvement to products is always on the
minds of the folks in the industry.

The owners of American Baitworks is rolling
out a new line of Bait Fuel for the saltwater
anglers. They want to make sure it’s not a
gimmick but scientifically proven to work
through extensive studies.

You hear Bill Siemantel with FishLab
Tackle talk about the “Science of the Strike”
The water is their lab and they love research.
Similarly, Jacob Wheeler built a testing pool
to create the new Crush City line of plastics
for Rapala. He talks about the perfect hard-
ness as well as softness to get a consistent
action that produces often. A desire to be
the best and win tournaments drives them
to excellence.

Whether you are a recreational, weekend
warrior or competitive tournament angler
you can be assured the leaders in the fish-
ing industry put their time in on the water
and in the lab to bring you something that
will produce.

i
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Trophy Bass Management - Pond & Lake Depth Profiles & Analy5|s

Fish Stocking - Aeration Sales & Installation

919.500.6418

www.trianglepondmanagement.com

xpress boats

. Virginia’s Hottest Aluminum Fishing
Rigs Are Now Available!

X21 Pro
21’ long ® 95" wide
weic?hs 1,580 lbs.

hp capacity

* Featuring SeaDeck Surfaces

* Yamaha Outboards

* Your Choice of Trolling
Motor & Electronics

Xplorer Serl Bs. aY

* All Welded Construchon % ~\; -

* Unibody Injected Foam ;
Construction

* Xpress Camo Paint w/
Xtreme Coat Liner

* Xpress Duck
Boat Graphics

* Xpress Duck
Boat Accessory
Rail

Don’t Overpay For
Lesser Aluminum Boats!

8047061847

4915 County Dr., Disputana, VA
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Crow, Dove And Goose (

BY C.C. MCCOTTER

et's talk about realistic hunting

challenges for Virginia  hunt-

ers. How about dropping a dove,

goose and crow all in one day?
You'll be pursuing 50-mile-per hour soft-
balls, armored drones and the smartest
bird that flies. Is that even possible? It
can be if you know where to look, have
the right equipment and move quickly
from venue to venue. Here's some advice
on how to drop this early season feathered
hat trick.

Goose

Early goose season begins at legal shoot-
ing hours and that means sunrise. You can
choose to hunt early or late for resident
geese, just be sure you've scouted them be-
fore showing up and have some idea as to
where you're going because you often have
one or two shots before they wise up.

Public lakes and private ponds are abun-
dant in our region. Many farmers do not
like the resident geese as they cause dam-
age to crops and vyards. Take some time
and ask to hunt their small ponds so that
you can help them reduce the problem.

Kayaks are great for hunting geese.

Access to public lakes can also be ac-
complished in the rural areas by asking
permission of homeowners to set up off
their docks or put your jon boat in from
their property and set up in front of their
pier. Many lake property owners are frus-
trated with the damage to the manicured
lawns that they try to maintain all year.
Just keep in mind minimum distances you
can hunt from an occupied dwelling. This
often varies from county to county, so be
aware of this BEFORE you set up your
decoy spread.

If you can, try and buy a half dozen
decoys or ask someone to borrow a little
flock. Most experienced waterfowl hunters
are eager to encourage and help beginners
and may be willing to lend you or give you
a few of their old decoys.

During early goose season, the geese are
typically still in their family bunches and
do not always feed together in large flocks.
A tip is to use small decoy spreads: 10-18
decoys total. Use small bunches of decoys
spread out to resemble family flocks. This
gives the realistic early season appearance
as well as gives the geese plenty of room
to land.

Decoys are not an absolute necessity be-
cause resident geese will often come re-
peatedly into an area where they feel safe
- where they were yesterday is where they
often go today. The decoys will help but
you can be successful without them. Call-
ing to resident geese is also not critical.

As far as specialized camo, don't get too
involved. Your lightweight hunting cloth-
ing will provide the necessary camouflage
cover.

Beginners usually think that they need
a special gun for waterfowl hunting, but
this is not the case. Granted many new
guns today are designed with waterfowl
hunting in mind, with camouflage cover-
ings, weather resistant coatings and spe-
cialized choke systems.

You can actually use your existing deer
hunting shotgun to experience the fun of
goose hunting.  Waterfowl hunting does
require the use of steel or non-lead shot,
which if shot enough can wear down your
favorite deer barrel.

Shooting geese usually requires larger
shot such as BB. When you look at the ex-
pense of blended metal shot such as Hevi-
Shot, it appears to be expensive, but if you
compare shooting a bird one or two times

“Many farmers do not like the resident geese as they cause damage to crops

and yards.”
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_hallenge

to shooting three or four times, the blended
metals products are cheaper and you feel

more comfortable in your abilities. We also
have an ethical obligation to make a quick,
clean harvest.  Consider this when buying
your ammo and patterning your new barrel.

If you buy a good beginner goose call
it will have instructions on basic calling,
which is all you need to call the more re-
laxed resident geese.

Be sure to check all the laws as there are
three hunting zones in Virginia for goose
season, each having different rules. You will
also need a Virginia hunting license, state
and federal waterfowl stamps and H.LP. per-
mit.

Use your existing camouflage clothing and
any deer blind material you have to cover
up you and your gear. Hunt the mornings
and evenings trying your calls, watch the
reaction of the geese and try to learn new
things. In no time you will be off to the next
challenge at noon...

Dove

Dove hunting is a favorite early season
activity among area shooters. As long as
you understand that not every cornfield has
doves and that some overgrown fields can be
loaded, you'll at least understand just how
random a good dove shoot can be.

Keep in mind, the first segment of dove
season begins each day at noon. With that

being said, location is critical in dove hunt-
ing, both in having a location with birds and
in surveying the location for bird patterns.

The most successful dove hunts take place
on managed dove fields, either public state
run operations, pay to shoot hunts, or pri-
vate venues. During season, check out mes-
sage boards at sporting goods stores, Woods
& Waters Magazine and word of mouth for
good hunts. Public hunting lands take a lot
of pressure from the publicc. Make no mis-
take about it, it will get crowded early as
people come in several hours before shooting
time to pick out the good spots and make
claim.  Pay hunts are usually fairly reliable
and you can expect to pay anywhere from
$50 to $150 a gun. Ask around to see if
anyone has experience with a certain out-
fitter. If you live “out in the country” and
know landowners and farmers who will let
you hunt, that is likely the best route to go.

Given the choice to hunt a cornfield, sun-
flowers, or some combination of these with
or without various millets, | would choose
sunflowers. And each particular field will
show a preferred feeding route for the birds.
From the nesting areas the birds travel
a predictable route to and from the field.
Scout this if you have time and set up ac-
cordingly. Do not be afraid to move if you
aren't getting birds and it is ok with the
host — trust me on this one - if there are

| continued on page 28

Gear Check

When it comes to getting outfitted for a hunt-
ing season, look no further than the shop
that has outfitted more Virginia hunters that
anyone else over the past 50 years.

We consulted with Travis Barrett at Green
Top Sporting Goods to come up with some
gear suggestions for crow, dove and goose
hunting seasons. The gear covered here
ranges from the guns and ammo, to the
decoys and calls, even the other, special-
ty gear you may want to invest in before
opening day.

Speaking of opening day, here are the sea-
sons for crow, dove and early goose:

Crow - August 19 through March 15: on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sat-
urdays. September 1 through March 9: on
National Forest Lands and Department lands
on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sat-
urdays only.

Dove - First Segment September 2-Octo-
ber 22, Hours, September 2: 12:00 noon until
sunset. September 3-October 22: One-half
hour before sunrise until sunset.

Early Goose - September 1-25, Statewide,
Hours: East of I-95, September 1-16: One-half
hour before sunrise to one-half hour after
sunset.

September 17-25: One-half hour before sun-
rise to sunset. Hours: West of 1-95, Septem-
ber 1-20: One-half hour before sunrise to
one-half hour after sunset. September 21-25:
One-half hour before sunrise to sunset. Bag

Limit 10 per day, 30 in possession.

A gun you might want to consider purchas-
ing for all three species in this challenge is
the Benelli Super Black Eagle 3.This shotgun
focuses on three critical areas of importance
improved ergonomics, flawless functional-
ity, and updated design for a look an feel that
delivers cutting edge style. The SBE 3 also
features BE.S.T, or the Benelli Surface Treat-
ment - a proprietary coating that protects
the steel with a tough, impenetrable armor
to stop rust and corrosion. According to Bar-
rett at Green Top Sporting Goods, the 287 12
ga. Benelli Super Black Eagle is at home in
the dove field, goose blind and at your side
as you call crows within range. You can use
various screw-in chokes to adjust to the vari-
ous hunting scenarios.

When it comes to hunting crows, you will
definitely need some type of caller. You can
use a mouth call or a digital call that plays
recorded crow sounds to attract the birds to
your decoys. The Cass Creek Ergo Electronic
Crow Call/Hawk/Owl Sounds is a great op-
tion at just $22.95. Green Top stocks mouth
crow calls from Primos and Hunter Special-
ties for under $11each.

You will need at least a half dozen crow
decoys. Full body decoys are recommended.
If available try the Greenhead Gear FFD Elite
Crow Look Out Decoy.These are fully flocked
with the RealMotion stake included that fits
in body slot in the tail.

Are decoys necessary when hunting doves?
That depends. If you have scouted and locat-
ed a roosting tree, power lines or water spot,
maybe not. The spinning wing Mojo Voodoo
dove decoy might help get the birds’ atten-
tion, though, and therefore within range of
your shooting blind.Get the Mojo Outdoors
Dove Tree and combine the Voodoo with a
few clip on decoys and really fool ‘em!
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only a few birds and they are
showing a particular flight path
you want to be able to reach
them as they travel that pattern.

With regards to clothing and
concealment, | can tell you that
like most game, dove have great
eyesight and will flare if they
see movement or color contrasts
they don't like. Sure, ol' grand-
dad will claim he hunts ‘em in a
white tee shirt and flip-flops, but
I recommend colors that blend
into the surroundings. Cam-
ouflage is not required, but the
clothes should be earth toned at
the least. My favorite early sea-
son outfit is a pair of beat up
green jeans and a brown shirt. |
like a wide brimmed hat for sun
protection.

There’s way too much yakity-
yak about guns and loads and
such. You got a gun bigger than
a 28 gauge? Bring it. By some
quality #8 shot loads, one ounce
for 12 gauge, and 7/8 ounce for
20 guages. Modified choke for
single barrels, IC and Modified
for double barrels. Bring some
cold drinks. A sports bucket
will come in handy for keeping
drinks, extra shells, and bagged
birds, and giving your feet a rest.

Using dove decoys is a good
idea.  The rotary winged ver-
sions are effective, but tend to
cause lots of low birds so be care-
ful. Decoys for power lines and
fence posts are DEADLY. And
you only need three or five de-
coys: Place one decoy. Then
10 feet away put the other ones
space about a foot apart. Watch
the birds come from 100 yards to
get in that open spot.

FYl, the ticks and chiggers
(red bugs) will eat you alive
squatting or standing in a dove
field. Spray down liberally be-
fore the hunt, especially around
the top of your boots and pant
legs.

Crow

Not everyone is Duck Com-
mander with duck boat, dozens
of decoys, $100 calls, fancy guns
and purebred retrieving dogs.

Nope, there are those that
hit the field in worn Carhartts,
long-sleeved camouflaged shirts
bought at Wal-Mart and a slight-
ly rusty 12 ga. pump found at
a garage sale for $35. The most
expensive part of the gear kit
is probably the electronic game
caller at $49.95.

These are the pursuers of the
Black Bandit, the Brotherhood of
the Crawe or just crow hunters.

Hunting crows can be a re-
warding experience considering
they are the smartest of the
North American birds, destruc-
tive to farm crops and wreak
havoc on their fellow bird popu-
lations.

You can pursue this highly
intelligent quarry while assist-
ing farmers and doing a favor
for other birds if you choose to
hunt crows. Here are some of
the basics of crow hunting that
will help you get started this
season, in between duck hunts,
of course!

Locating Crows

Locating crows is not un-
like locating other game birds.
Drive around and look for them
on farmlands, feed lots, orchards
and vineyards. You might also
listen and then blow a few
“Come Here” calls and see what
response you get. Sometimes you
can call in crows during a slow
time on a dove hunt.

If you are lucky enough to lo-
cate a roost or flyway, you can
often find hundreds of crows.
Dense pine or cedar trees often
serve as crow roosts. Check them
in the evenings or right after
sunrise.

Crows are most successfully
hunting in the morning as they
fly down from roosts and hun-
grily look for food. They respond
to calling and decoys best early
in the day. By the late afternoon
they are full and trying to just
get back to their roost.

Crow season in Virginia began
last month and runs through the
early spring. You are permitted
to hunt Wednesday, Friday Sat-
urday and Sunday only, no mat-
ter where you hunt. Crows are
a federally regulated migratory
species; however, no HIP permit
is required and hunters may
use unplugged shotguns to hunt
them. Electronic calls may be
used on private and public lands
and are very effective at drawn
crows within range.

Well, there you have it - an
early season hat trick game
challenge worth attempting.
Good luck! <3
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A& | what's new?

Fredericksburg Ducks Unlimited Banquet

Area waterfowlers and conservationists will
gather September 8, 3 pm at the Fredericks-
burg Fairgrounds for their annual Beef & Crab
Feast.

The event will bring together hunters from
all over the region to enjoy the fellowship of a
fine meal as well as raise funds for the many
conservation projects the chapter champions.

Come out and meet 2023 Wetland Protector
of the Year, Chris Hallberg as well as many of
the region’s top waterfow! hunters.

The afternoon’s schedule begins with the first

serving of crabs at 3 pm as well as the open-
ing of the VIP hospitality area. Dinner will be
served at 6 pm and a gun raffle drawing will
commence at 7:30 pm. At 8 pm there will be a
live auction. Tickets are available at www.fred-
ericksburgdu.org.

New Outdoor Expo At End Of August
The Appomattox Community & Disaster Relief
Organization will be hosting a two-day event,
“The Appomattox Outdoor Expo” on Satur-
day, August 26, 2023, from 10am - 6pm and
Sunday, August 27, 2023, from 11am - 5pm at
the Spring Grove Events Center Appomattox,
VA 24538.

The event will feature manufacturers and
dealers of outdoor and recreational equipment
related to hunting, fishing, archery, camping,
guns, knives, etc. Food vendors will be on site,
full glass purchases & bottles of wine, distilled
spirits cocktails and craft beers will be avail-
able for purchase. Crafters will be at this event
offering their wares. This is a family-friendly
event, but please, no dogs or other pets.

The ACDR is holding this fundraising event
to provide the training, equipment, and man-
power to provide the citizens of Appomattox
County with Emergency/Disaster Prepared-
ness training, as well as First Aid, Search &
Rescue, and others. Portions of the proceeds
are earmarked for equipment donations to lo-
cal law enforcement.

Information and ticket sales will be posted on
the website, www.AppomattoxEvents.com,
with an info hotline message available (434)
998-1203. Tickets will be $10 for each day, with
under 12 years FREE, and can be purchased
online. Get your tickets soon, this should be a
popular event!

Visit and “LIKE” the event Facebook page,
Appomattox Outdoor Expo, (@APXExpo) to
be kept informed of event happenings as well
as the website, www.AppomattoxEvents.com
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Quail, chukar and
pheasants in natural
habitat over well-
trained pointing and

retrieving dogs.

UPLAND BIRD HUNTING WITHIN 2 HRS OF DC!

540.827.7484 e info@rosehillfarm.org
th www.RoseHillGamePreserve.com ]
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Mote stable than a canoe, more
capacity than a kayak and less
expensive than a boat!

16" Super - 16' in length, 4' 7" beam, weighs approximately 350 |lbs and
holds capacity 650 Ibs. with 20" transom for long shaft motors US Coast
Guard rated to 40 HP. Standard 16' Super includes low front deck, front
pedestal pole and seat mount, seat with swivel, stainless eye bolt, rod
holders, livewell aerator, front & rear lights, steering, electric package,
and bilge pump.

OurTop Selling Model is 13" in length, 3" 8"
at the beam with built in flotation chamber.
Weighs approximately 145 Ibs. with a capac-
ity of 412 Ibs. with a 15" transom

and maximum rating of 5 HP.

7517.595.5537
Located at 9501 Jefferson Ave Newport News, VA
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www.midatlanticwatersports.com
200 Boardwalk Way, Mineral, VA
349 Pleasant Landing Rd, Bumpass, VA
(540) 893-6111
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Of Chokes

BY KATE AHNSTROM

T o choke or not to choke?
That is one of the most
inflammatory and greatly
contested questions. This is my
take....

How Chokes Work

Shotguns, initially known as
“scatter guns” utilize a series of
graduated chokes. The chokes
offer a variety of constrictions
to allow the shooter to produce
an open or restricted pattern
dependent upon the distance
of the target and being able to
deliver a clean kill shot, clay or
feathered. Chokes do not assist
in the speed (velocity) of the
actual shot but will affect the
pattern.

One thing | ALWAYS recom
mend to students is to shoot
a pattern test with different
chokes. This will verify if the
selection is viable based on the
intended target. Not all guns
will shoot all ammo with the
desired pattern.

A two-barrel set up allows
the shooter to quickly select
between the 2 different chokes
based on the presentation. Once
I've seen a presentation, I'll
determine which barrel will fire
first. Both of my Syrens are set
up with Light Modified (LM) in

the top and Improved Cylinder
(IC) in the bottom. This deadly
duo gets me through just about
any clays or upland feathers
with great success.

Recently, a student wanted
to know if his over/under was
set up correctly and why those
chokes went into those specific
barrels. My response, you want
a more precise alignmenton a
bird (clay/feathered) at distance.
The top barrel is immediately
under your eye and offers a bet-
ter vantage point down the rib
for the shooter’s sight picture, so
this is always the tighter choke.
(Pro tip- you shoot a 60yd bird
the same way you shoot a 20yd
bird — more on this in an article
to come later).

NEVER shoot a shell through
a gun without a choke if the
barrels are threaded to receive
one. It will damage the threads
and possibly blow out the end of
the barrel. There are guns (new
and old) manufactured with
“fixed” chokes. This just means
that the gun can only offer a
particular pattern and cannot
be changed.

Chokes for Upland & Waterfowl
Different birds offer differ-
ent flight patterns and feather

“Chokes do not assist in the speed (velocity)
of the actual shot but will affect the pattern.”
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densities. A quail, delicate feathers and
weighing in at a few ounces, known for
quick, short and often lower flight pat-
terns doesn't require more than #8 shot
load and an IC choke. For chukar, that
same #8 shot and IC choke will work just
fine, for pen-raised birds. As you move
into pheasants, you will want a little
larger shot size (#6/#7.5) and a little
more choke M/IC.

For wild birds, in early season, smaller
shot with more open chokes, or later
season birds, bigger shot with tighter
chokes. My best recommendation, set up
the bottom barrel with IC and Mod/LM
in the top barrel. Tighten up to the next
level for mid and late season. The cover
is better early and holds the birds. As
cover depletes and birds are educated, the
flushes will occur farther out.

Waterfowl require heavier shot and
steel. This means you will want to typi-
cally use an IC choke as it will mimic a
tighter choke due to the pattern of the
steel and the amount of shot traveling
the barrel. Keep in mind, this is subject
to early/late season and the average shot
distance.

Choking for Sporting Clays

Once you see a show pair, use a more
open choke for closer birds and tighter
choke for farther birds. Keep your shot
size in mind. Again, LM/IC is a great
all-around combo. If you have #9 shot
on hand, smaller shot will mimic a more
open choke and offer a bigger spread. For
those with autoloaders, a great trick is
to use 2 different shot sizes or loads to
mimic a more open or tighter choke. This
is a great way to crush a report pair or
true pair when you are using a single
barrel shotgun.

Regardless of the chokes you choose,
pattern them. Be sure to take a friend or
family member with you and share the
education and opportunity! %

Kristen Murray Photography

Kate Ahnstrom, owner of Virginia Shooting
Sports is a certified, professional instructor
of the Paragon School of Sporting, pro staff
Syren/Caesar Guerini, resident pro Orapax
Hunting Preserve, Artemis ambassador for
Virginia and field staff member of the Sister-
hood of the Outdoors. Her tireless dedication
to her students’ success is obvious in each
and every lesson.

Kate Ahnstrom,
Shooting Instructor

Ta”k?;:g?/'gg tyo0 'tjhres \'?gpg%t"’_ :_ @VaShootingSports
PRIVATE INSTRUCTION ~ @@vashootingsports
LADIES CLINICS 804.512.2771
GROUP LESSONS info@VaShootingSports.com
CORPORATE EVENTS VaShootingSports.com

ARE YOUHUNTING
L.  SEASONREADY? ..

] t“

qAUBHANH .
OUTDOOR |
POWER EQUIPMENT

= AMERICANMADEUTVs

Hunting, farming, hauling, exploring - The Landmaster
can handle just about anything you throw its way.
That's because the Landmaster is built with everything
\ to get the job done. Stop by and see our
ocal team at Vaughan's Ouidoor Power Er',:uir;-ment
and let us find the UTV that fits your ne

DOUG VAUGHAN 5§ H H
=t 152758 Pat_nck Henry nghwag
= Amelia, VA 23002

VaughansOutdoorPowerEquipment.com

August 2023 whodsandwatersmagazine.com 31



~4a| hook, line & thinker

Watch Out For E15 Fuel At Pump Near You...

side from regular, mid-range, and premium a new ethanol
blend, E15 is finding its way into gas pumps and boaters
are being warned with bright orange labels.

Mechanics advise avoiding standard E10 or using additives if
only ethanol is available and not letting ethanol sit in tanks for
more than two weeks. Ethanol, E10, contains alcohol which is
“hygroscopic,” meaning it attracts water molecules. Boat fuel
systems are vented, and moisture collects
in fuel and bonds with alcohol, sinking to
the tank bottom where fuel pick-ups are
located. At this point nothing good happens
from performance issues to catastrophic
engine damage as the powerful alcohol
astringent loosens fuel tank debris.

E15, with even more alcohol, is showing
up unannounced at pumps across the coun-
try and is not approved in outboard motors
by every manufacturer. Boat Owners As-
sociation of The United States (BoatUS)
reminds boaters to ensure the right fuel
goes into the tank since fuel sellers don't
make the clarification between mixtures.
Federal law prohibits using E15 fuel in
boats. Ethanol voids engine warranties
and has been proven to cause damage to
marine engines. Any pump dispensing
E15 fuel must have an approved orange

warning label.

Major engine manufactures include E15 fuel tank warning
labels. Warranty coverage on a wide range of repairs and services
are voided on Mercury engines operated using fuel with an etha-
nol content of more than 10%. It’s been Mercury’s long standing
policy for years that ethanol can damage outboards, but the avail-
ability of E15 at pumps this summer adds more risk of its use.

This could be due to an unaware boater
or one who wants to save money and isn't
aware of the damage ethanol can cause.
But it's endangering boaters who know,
but might not notice the pump’s ethanol-
content labels when fueling up.

More E15 is available as a Clean Air
Act waiver expanded the sale to June 1 to
September 15, prime boating season, where
it had previously been excluded. BoatUS
has fought efforts to weaken pump labeling
rules, maintaining pressure to keep bright
orange labels and to educate boaters about
E15 hazards to boats.

Another major outboard manufacturer,
Yamaha, recommends a ten-micron water-
separating fuel filter. Yamaha also recom-
mends a marine-specific fuel stabilizer and
conditioner every fill up to prevent oxida-
tion and phase separation to protect metals

| HdokL
> Line &
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davestournamenttackle.com

336 883-6076

5208 Vickrey Chapel Road
Greensboro, NC 27407

o

e Calliusifor your annuall order
of custom made baits)!
m-a{Call us and we’ll custom make baits
for all your 2023 needs including all
kinds of jig heads (shaky heads, too),
jigs, spinnerbaits, buzzbaits, soft
plastics, jerkbaits, crankbaits

Maker Of The Region’s #1/ Spinnerbait

WOBBLEJIG 5‘5 BUZZBAITS,
FROGS, SPINNERBAITS
JIGS &NIGRE!

and much more!

J

You
'

New episode drops every Tuesday.

Listen @
@ https:/Awww.buzzsprout.com/ 1893009

Watch on YouTube:
Fishing The DMV

More info:
www.jakeshaitandtackle.com

Sponsored by:

Can also be found at:
Catfish Kelly’s Country Store,
Mike’s Outdoor Shop, Dishman’s
Corner Store, Anglers Landing, Hel-
lems & Son Sporting Goods, High
Point Marina & Fisherman's Attic

Bait & Tackle

MESLURES.COM 540.903.5267
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from the destructive sodium sulfate present in ethanol.
Purchasing fuel from a high volume station will provide the
freshest gas possible since ethanol-blended gasoline has an ex-
tremely short life. If using a boat infrequently, mechanics recom-
mend keeping tank fuel levels at 7/8 full of properly stabilized
fresh gas to prevent condensation buildup in the tank.

No matter how eager you're to get out on the water, slow down
at the gas pump and read ethanol-content labels, being sure to
use only gasoline with ethanol content of 10% or less. Many astute
boat owners use only ethanol free fuel to avoid major issues with
E10, while keeping a watchful eye on pumps with E15 orange
labels. %

Author Capt. Steve Chaconas is
Potomac bass fishing guide &
freelance writer. Potomac River
reports: www,nationalbass.com.
YouTube video channel National-
BassGuide.

B

A 4” Customizable Creature

Bars, you. Vst
m" m' Bait Available in a Range of
804-895-4606 Bass Catching Colors

Beta Craw - Echo Craw - Crazy Hog
7" Trick Worm - 5” Stick Worm - Mayhem Worm

19800 BIRD LANE, SUTHERLAND. VA 23885

The Nikko Difference
Nikko baits’ ultra realistic and_ ™
highly detailed/unique designs=
and colors along with Nikko's
proprietary super tough floating
material, offer anglers baits
that will easily outlast baits
made of traditional plasics,
lasting many times the number

The Fitt River Darter “This lure
E. works on any

clear lake and
it’s better
than other '+ *
.. Soft plastic
o jerkbaits!”

or blue glimmer.

Locally available '
' ttligh P int
arina, Lake.

ANNa

(i;l 0-652-2679
_To place your order visit: www.flittlures.co

of catches.

Stop by our area dealers: —— ’
Next Generation Soft Baits
Central Virginia Outdoors, Beaverdam, Front Royal Outdoors, Heard's Market/Bentonville,
Jake’s Bait & Tackle/Winchester, Runions/Harrisonburg
Mefcor/Bluefield & Pulaski, Just Fish'n/Bristol

Ororder online @ nikko-fishing.com
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- Read the entire magazine

- Destination File Series

- Bucket List Series

. Wlnged Wisdom Kate Ahnstrom

«The Smallmouth King  cnis corsuen

« River Fishing  samscor

- Aaron Ball’s Trophy Quest
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« Hunting & Fishing
Regional Reports
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« Outdoor News

- Subscribe
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A& Destinations

Do you have a cabin, lake home or land you'd like to rent, sell or lease?
Call 540.894.3540 or email woodsandwatersmagazine@gmail.com. $20/mo.

Cabins For Rent

Next to Smallwood State Park"
Boat parking with power. e
Tournament Anglers Welcome = %

202.423.1303 L
Available for up to 4 anglers

Fishing/Hunting Cabin On Chowan
Come hunt and fish with us and stay in our
cabin on the banks of the Chowan River near
Harrellsville, NC. Central heat & air, 3 bdrm,
ktchn, washer & dryer, gas grill, pier, boat
dock and ramp on site. Come enjoy fantasic
bass and striper fishing, hunting and wildlife.
252.356.4585.

Chickahominy River Lodging

Come stay with us & fish. Totally private.
Property can accommodate two boats in
driveway and at pier. Launch ramp nearby.
$99 per night www.Elliotsplace.com/rental
757-869-3100.

Chickahominy River Cabins

Rockahock at Walkers Dam. ExlInt. fishing/
river access/restaurant/camp store on the up-
per river. www.rockahockcampground.com
804-966-8362.

Holly House Near Moomaw

Four bdrm, five bthrm home close to Lake
Moomaw, Jackson and Cowpasture Rivers and
Gathright WMA. Pull-thru driveway.

(540) 969-9692. bacovaproperties.com

Chickahominy Lake Cottage
Waterfront quiet 1BR 1Bath completely
remodeled recently. Eat-in kitchen, spacious
sunroom, enclosed porch, large deck, boat
storage, covered dock. Email inquiries to
railwaycottage53@gmail.com

Back Bay

Cabins and cottages can sleep up to six.
10 minutes from two ramps, plus ramp

at resort. 25 minutes from Bob's Fishing
Hole. Easy access to great bass and crappie
fishing. North Landing Beach Resort. Rent
Lake Anna Waterfront. northlanding-
beach.com 888-283-2725.

A& Classifieds

Do you have a boat, ouboard, trolling motor or ATV you'd like to sell?
We can help. Just call us at 540.894.3540 and we can run a $20
listing that will reach over 100,000 potential customers a month.

Yamaha 250 HPDI w/300 hours

$6,000 804/651.6436
‘22 New Tohatsu 8 hp w/5-yr. warr.

$1,929 804/966-5368

22 New Tohatsu 9.9 hp w/5-yr. warr.
$2,400 804/966-5368

22 New Tohatsu 20 hp man. strt w/5-yr. warr.

$3,000 804/966-5368
22 New Tohatsu 20 hp elec. strt w/5-yr. warr.
$3,300 804/966-5368

Used Galvanized Boat Trailer, 20 14" galv
wheels, single axle, 76" btwn fenders.

$600 757/880-0844
Pelican Bass Raider 10E XT Kayak, used once,
many extras.

$895 804/814.0371
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17 Keystone Sprinter 325MBK 2 bdrm trailer.
Sleeps 6-8.Queen in front bdrm, bunks in back
bdrm. Stnlss appliances, otdr kitcn and LED
Ightng. Upgraded 10-ply tires, wireless remote
control, 2nd AC & rear camera. Uphlstry
shows wear, evrythng else great cndtn.
$26,000 804/966-5536

‘21 TRACKER Grizzly 2072 Center Console
w/115 Merc 4-Stroke, Minn Kota iPilot
Ulterra, 2 networked Humminbird DF, battery

charger, tndm axl trlr.

$31,299 540/894-3540

Lake Anna Rental

3 bedroom/3.5 bath on Lake Front Dr, Min-
eral. Furnished with slip. $175/night and up.
Info at Bit.ly/lakeannarental. Questions to
lakeannatownhouse@gmail.com

Smith Mountain Lake Rentals
Kathy's Place, sleeps 6-12, 3 bdrm, 2 bath
waterfront home. $218/night Spike’s Apart-
ment, sleeps 4, 2 bdrm, 1 bath waterfront.
$98/night. 540.400.3465 VRBO#218590 &
#282712

Rent Rose River Farm Cabins
Exceptional accommodations with views of
Rose River Valley and Old Rag Mountain
near Syria, Virginia. Each over 1,100 sq. ft
with 2 bdrms and bthrm, full kitchen, fly
tying vise, flat screen, sat. TV. All rooms

are non smoking. No pets. Coffee, linens &
paper products included. $250/night up to 4
guests. Book at www.roseriverfarm.com

THE CABINS AT
ROS€ RIVER FARM

www.roseriverfarm.com
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Do you have a cabin, lake home or land you'd like to rent, sell or lease?
S Call 540.894.3540 or email woodsandwatersmagazine@gmail.com. $20/mo.

Real Estate For Sale

#6709-#67305-95.50+ Acres-$399,000. Introducing an
Incredible 95.5-Acre Property in Boydton, VA, Mecklen-
burg County...discover the extraordinary potential of this
magnificent 95.5-acre parcel of land boasting over half

a mile of road frontage on the highly-trafficked 1-85,

as well as 780 feet of road frontage on Hinton Road,
this expansive property offers a wealth of opportuni-
ties for both commercial and residential development.
The property consists of 8-year-old pine trees, 7 years
until maturity and future profit. Close proximity to Lake
Gaston, Virginia, as one portion of the land lies less
than 500 feet away from this stunning body of water. An
added bonus, this property also features close proximity
to a community boat ramp. Virginia United Country Realty
@434-374-2011

#6708-#67331-31 Acres-$449,000.00 This charming
2-story home is nestled in the serene community of
Cluster Springs, VA. Surrounded by the lush country-
side of Halifax County, this property offers a perfect
blend of peaceful rural living and convenient modern
amenities. This property features a sprawling 3 acres with
a meticulously maintained yard and beautiful landscap-
ing, A large rear deck is perfect for outdoor relaxation
and entertainment. In addition to the built-in garage,

the expansive concrete driveway leads to a detached
2-car garage providing ample parking and storage. The
first floor features a cozy living room with a fireplace,

a modern eat-in kitchen with custom built oak cabinets
and stainless steel appliances, a formal dining room, a
large primary suite with a luxurious bathroom, an office
and a second full bath.

Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-2011

#6707-2+ Acres-$175,000.00 Nestled in the picturesque
town of Spring Grove, VA, in Surry County, our old
country stote is a beloved local establishment. With its
prime location at the corner of two highways, Rt 10

and Rt 40, and situated on a spacious 2-acre lot, the
store offers excellent visibility and convenience for both
residents and passersby. This advantageous placement
ensures a steady flow of potential customers, contribut-
ing to the store’s success. Additionally, the store provides
employment opportunities for residents, contributing

to the economic well-being of the community. Virginia
United Country Realty @434-374-2011
#6706-#112200-0.69+ Acres-$1,200,000.00 Established
in 1983, our service center and auto sales business in Co-
lonial Heights, VA, has been serving the local community
for several decades. With a prime location and a range of
services, we have built a reputation for quality workman-
ship and excellent customer service. Situated on 0.69
acres, our service center and auto sales business features
an office atea, a comfortable waiting area for customers,
and three fully-equipped service bays. The combination
of our service center and auto sales business provides a
diversified revenue stream, further enhancing profitabil-
ity. Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-2011
#6689-#67230-0.421 Acres-$169,000.00 Newly
updated home within walking distance to local country
club. The open concept of the home gives your guests
freedom of movement and welcoming feeling in the
main living area. The home has all new appliances,

new countertops, freshly painted throughout, remod-
eled bathroom, hardwood floors, and new carpet in the
primary bedroom and hallway. The wrap around deck

gives you a large area for entertaining family/friends or
for a quaint & cozy breakfast nook. The home is located
within a few mins to shopping, dining, dr’s offices, and
a plethora of community activities and gathering spots.
Mecklenburg Co. boasts of both Buggs Island/Kerr
Lake & Lake Gaston. Kerr Lake is within 15 mins &
Lake Gaston within 25. Virginia United Country Realty
@434-374-2011

#6704-#50510-16.27+ Acres-$49,900.00 Welcome to the
scenic and secluded hunting property located in Lunen-
burg County, Keysville, Virginia. Spanning an impressive
16.27 acres, this property offers an exceptional opportu-
nity for hunting enthusiasts and those seeking a peaceful
retreat in nature. With its abundant wildlife, half-mile
frontage on a state-maintained dirt road, and potential
for subdivision, this property presents an enticing invest-
ment for both recreational and development purposes.
For hunting enthusiasts, this property is a dream come
true. Lunenburg County is known for its diverse wildlife
population, including deer, turkey, small game, and
more. Subdividing the land can also provide an excellent
investment opportunity. Virginia United Country Realty
@434-374-2011

#6681-#67213-3.5+ Acres-$120,000.00 Farmette fixer
upper with 3.5 acres, pond, and workshop. This vintage
home is waiting to be brought to life again. The home
draws you back to a slower time when front porches
were for sipping iced tea and shelling butter beans on hot
summer evenings as lightning bugs twinkled from the
edges of slowly darkening woods. From the workshop
out back, the sounds of saw blades and hammers filled
the air with anticipation.Property is situated in a rural
area within 10 mins to the nearest town where you will
find grocery stores, doctors, dining, and other local mer-
chants and social activities. 30 mins to either South Hill
or South Boston. Approx. 15 miles to the lakeside town
of Clarksville and the nearest boat ramp for Kerr Lake.
Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-2011
#6702-#2315669-0.36+ Acres-$298,000. Welcome to
your brand new home in the charming town of McKen-
ney, Virginial This beautiful new construction property
offers the perfect combination of modern comfort and
small-town living, With 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, and ap-
proximately 1600 square feet of living space, this home
is designed to meet all your needs. Situated within the
town limits of McKenney, you'll enjoy the convenience
of town water and sewer services, ensuring a hassle-
free living experience. The kitchen is a true centerpiece,
boasting modern appliances, sleek countertops, and
ample cabinet space for all your culinary needs. Enjoy the
outdoors and entertain guests on the spacious patio or

consider transforming it into your own personal oasis.
Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-2011
#06694-#67262-2.20% Acres-$519,000.00 Imagine wak-
ing up to the peaceful views Kerr Lake has to offer. This
private, spacious 2 Bedroom 2 full bath lake home situ-
ated on 2.2 acres will give you just that. This dream home
is wonderfully secluded at the end of a private drive off
of a gravel cul-de-sac. As you enter through the newly
built 28x30 - car garage you will find the laundry/mud/
pantry room. Once you open the door to the kitchen you
will immediately feel at home. The home has stainless
steel appliances and a granite countertop island with am-
ple storage for all cooking needs. Outside are panoramic

views of the Bluestone quadrant of Kerr Lake.

Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-2011
#6701-#67303-0.60= Acres-$415,000.00 Historic Home
nestled in the heart of a charming neighborhood. Origi-
nally built in 1884, the home was meticulously renovated
in 2022, combining timeless charm with modern luxury.
Steeped in history, this architectural gem boasts a grand
foyer & exquisite original hardwood floors. The formal
dining room, adorned with elegant detailing and ample
natural light, offers a delightful space for entertaining
guests or hosting memorable gatherings. Walking dis-
tance to the picturesque Dan River, quaint shops, dining,
local library & SOVA Innovation Hub. This home offers
a unique opportunity to own a piece of the past while
enjoying the comforts of modern living,

Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-2011

#6699-#67284-8.53% Acres-$89,000.00 Introducing a
truly exceptional property, encompassing 8.53 acres of
natural beauty and limitless potential. As you explore
this expansive property, you’ll be enchanted by the lush
greenery, with mature hardwoods casting a gentle shade
over the landscape. One of the standout features of this
property is the enchanting Blue Creek that gracefully
meanders through the land. Just seconds away, you’ll
find yourself at the renowned Buggs Island/Kerr Lake,
where endless recreational opportunities await. Whether
it’s boating, fishing, or simply enjoying a day at the beach,
this pristine lake will become your personal playground.
Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-2011

#6697-#67285-14% Acres-$879,000. Introducing a truly
exceptional property that offers a rare combination of
two houses, expansive acreage, and exceptional eques-
trian amenities. Nestled on 14 acres of picturesque land,
this equine property is a sanctuary for nature enthusiasts
and horse lovers alike. The houses have been thought-
fully upgraded with new metal roofs, HVAC systems, and
new flooring, The whole house generator was installed in
2019. Five well-maintained paddocks allow for rotation
and proper grazing management. The centerpiece of this
equestrian haven is the impressive 80x80 barn. It features
seven spacious stalls, a 13x26 workshop within the barn,
and hayloft.

Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-2011

Timber Wanted

Dodson Logging

Money really does grow on trees.
Timber wanted. Pine or hardwood.
540.547.2582.

ROD & REEL REPAIR
SHOP
Own your own rod and reel repair shop
in Arlington, Virginia. Will sell the busi-
ness or inventory. For list of inventory
and price call: 703.528.3022.
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BY CHRIS GORSUCH

uccess is often determined by a
fine line.
Just recently, a client looked at
the four rods | had set out for them
and began to ask me about rod and line
choice. Each rod was rigged with a differ-
ent lure and varied between two and three
power rods and of course a variety of line
types. | mentioned that | get this question
a lot and started to explain the attributes
of the line types, why | choose them for
specific applications and how changing
the type of line can allow anglers to cast
further, feel strikes better and help keep
fish from unbuttoning during the fight.

The words were put into play as they cast
and caught bass that day on a variety of
lure combinations. At the end of the trip,
the client suggested | devote an article to
the topic of fishing line, so here we are.

Walk into any tackle shop today and
you will find entire sections dedicated to
fishing line. Larger outdoor shops will have
aisles of line options or racks specifically
set up for each type of fishing line. For
many anglers, they can get lost in the sea
of choices. Hopefully this short article will
help anglers understand the pros and cons.

ceeraTioN STEC

Tore | 3 )

To start, there are three main types of
fishing lines: monofilament, fluorocarbon
and super lines (such as braids and fu-
sions). They all have specific attributes
and once anglers understand the value
they add, all three will have a place in
most tackle bags. Each type of line has
its own place for me.

Monofilament Fishing Line

Tried and true, this line has been do-
ing it all for well over 60 years and will
continue to. One of its best features is
that it stretches, adding a level of shock
and forgiveness in a number of situations.

If you throw crankbaits, you know how
important a moderate slow action rod can
help keep the fish from throwing the lure
once hooked. What monofilament offers,
is enough stretch to tame a faster action
rod without sacrificing longer casts. In a
perfect world, we would all have 15-20
rods with the perfect action to match
the lures we wish to throw. The stretch
factor here, allows anglers to use a rod
that may not be the best action for a
given application.

Monofilament is inexpensive and can
be found anywhere. It also offers great
knot strength. Another great feature is

Braid,
fluorocarbon or
monofilament?

that monofilament is rather buoyant.
This makes it a solid choice for topwater,
especially smaller, lighter plugs that can
get pulled underwater with sinking lines.

Where monofilament falls short is that
it holds a lot of memory and over time
(and use) it will start to coil. This will
impact casting distance and likely cause
other line issues. For this reason, at least
from my experience, monofilament needs
to be changed more often than the other
two fishing lines on this list.

My favorite lures for monofilament line
are lipped and lipless crankbaits, buzz-
baits, spinnerbaits and topwater plugs.
| can add shallow running jerkbaits as
well, but in some conditions, | prefer
fluorocarbon line due to the sink rate.

Fluorocarbon Fishing Line

Well known as leader material, fluoro-
carbon line is virtually invisible in water
and offers exceptional abrasion resistance.
The stuff is down-right incredible in that
department. It is also stronger than mono-
filament in the same diameter.

As a main line, fluorocarbon line lasts
longer than monofilament. Having far
less memory, it does not tend to coil and
comes off the spool better. Especially

“They all have specific attributes and once anglers understand the value they add, all
three will have a place in most tackle bags.”’
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when it comes to baitcasting. For spinning
reels, it can be problematic as it wants to
jump off the spool. One thing | can share, is
that not all fluorocarbon lines are equal in
that department.

The downside to fluorocarbon line, is the
expense. It can be several times the cost of
monofilament. Knot strength also comes into
play, however wetting the line before cinch-
ing the knot tight will take many of these
concerns away.

Fluorocarbon sinks, which depending on
your lure choice, can be a pro or a con.

My favorite lures on fluorocarbon line are
soft jerkbaits (such as Super Flukes, Fitt River
Darters), drop shot rigs and wake baits. |
also find that deeper running jerkbaits will
reach better depths on sinking line. Clear
water lake fishing opens up more lures due
to line visibility, far less of a concern on the
rivers | fish.

Super Lines (Braids & Fusions)

While we can debate all day on whether or
not fluorocarbon line stretches, one thing is
for certain; super lines do NOT stretch. And
depending on the situation, this can be good
or bad. For me, limited stretch adds incredible
feel for jigging or feeling lures such as tubes,
Ned Rigs, and other bottom bouncing lures.
Braided line is second to none in this depart-
ment. That said, braid is my last choice for
most crankbaits. | find that the shock factor
of braid causes too many drops during the

fight. The smaller the treble hook, the less |
like using braided line.

Keep in mind, as with the segment on
monofilament, the action of the rod can be
enhanced by the line used. When it comes
to braided lines, a lighter action rod can be
used. Lighter action adds to the sensitivity and
yet with braid, the angler can still maintain
a solid hook-set. Zero line stretch will make
feeling the lure and setting the hook easier,
it can be a disadvantage for anglers who have
“gorilla or monster” hook sets. While some
anglers tie lures and jigs directly to the braid,
| prefer to tie a fluorocarbon leader between
the jig and the braided main line.

Braided line has incredible longevity. While
it may fade, it will often last an entire season
or more for me. When it does fade, respool it
from one reel to another. This puts the sun
faded line deep into the new spool allowing
the unfaded line time at the top. Color op-
tions make braided line perfect for jigging
and line watching, | am a huge fan of line
management while fishing on the bottom. It
will make you a better angler.

Another advantage of super lines is line
diameter. It is by far the smallest of the three
line types. This makes casting light weights
a breeze. Again, as with any line there dif-
ferences between line manufactures. | prefer
eight-stranded line over four-stranded options,
especially for lighter pound-test lines.

Disadvantages are expense, as braided lines
are two to three times the cost of monofila-

ment line. Since it has a small diameter and
it floats, braided line is more susceptible to
wind. Knot tying can also be a disadvantage
for those who prefer to tie specific knots. You'll
have to learn a couple new ones.

My favorite lures for braided fishing line
are tubes, Neds, swimbaits, swimming jigs
or any bottom bouncing lures. Chatter jigs
and blade baits, work extremely well for me
on heavier braided line with a fluorocarbon
leader.

Just a few closing thoughts. Understanding
the attributes of each line type is a good first
step. Line choice will also come down to per-
sonal preference when matching the line to
your rods and reels. What feels right to some
may not to others. It is worth experimenting
until you find the combination that works
best for you.

LA

Author Chris Gorsuch is
alicensed charter guide in
the state of Pennsylvania.
He started the Reel River
Adventures guide service
in‘07 and spends 225-250
days on the water annually.
His home base is on the
Susquehanna River where
he operates 20'jetboats.
Chasing smallmouth is his
specialty, however he enjoys
catching walleye and other
freshwater gamefish on the
upper North Branch. He has
written 100’s of articles. You
can follow his daily fishing
reports on Facebook 'Reel
River Adventures-RRA’ &
Instagram @Chris_Gorsuch

They're made of low-quality, black plastic or rubber that's su
to fade, warp, and crack over time. To make it worse, debris ¢
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J'E trying to protect in the first place. Give your truck what
Drop the drop-in ... and LINE-X T

LINE=X"BEDLINER PROTECTION

PROTECTED BY-A
GHARANTEED N
“PREVEN

TARY-GRADE FOR

*DROP-IN BEDLINER “PROTECTION"
MADE OF LOW-QUALITY PLASTIE OB RUBBER.

Chester - 804.778.7400
Lynchburg - 434.525.8878
Ruckersville - 434.990.0052
Fredericksburg - 540.361.1949
Manassas - 703.393.0001
Sterling - 703.433.9333
Harrisonburg - 540.432.0844
Richmond - 804.321.9166
Virginia Beach - 757.490.8848
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Fishing on the tidal Chickahominy River
slowed a bit during last month’s heat wave,
but only because anglers had a tough time
staying on the water, though some anglers
have wondered if tournaments launching
from the James River have relocated Chick
River fish.

Visiting anglers this month will want to
target bass on main river grass lines, espe-
cially when baitfish are present, using small
crankbaits, spinnerbaits and bladed jigs.

If you cannotfind these types of areas, you
can always flip small worms to duck blinds,
brushpiles, docks and other submerged
structure at the mouth of creeks and back
in larger creeks like Shipwreck, Yarmouth,
Diascund and Gordon's.

At times this month topwater baits like a
Rico or buzzbait will also catch aggressive
fish in the first third of creeks.

When planning a trip to the Chickahominy
River, consider staying at either Rockahock
Campground & Resort or Riverside Marina
& Campground. Each has rental cabin op-
tions and their own ramps on the river.
Rockahock’s ramp at Walker’s Dam on the
upper river is a popular launch. Riverside
rents jon boats and pontoon boats for river
exploration.

Up on Chickahominy Lake, Ed Allen’s Boats
& Baits reported the water was clear and full
pool with water temperatures in the upper
80'sjust afterthe July heatwavethat brought
90-degree temperatures to the region.

Fishing continued to be good despite the
hot water, mostly early in the day and then
again at dusk and after dark. Anglers were
having the most success using topwaters,
soft plastic stick baits like Senkos and bladed
jigs. Fishing structure like weeds and wood
in 8-10 feet of water has been productive
during the day.

For a map of the Chickahominy River or | ake visit woaodsandwaterssmagazine.com

CHICKAHOMINY......

Brad Webb and his fishing partner have been catch
some good liimts on Chickahominy Lake out of Ed
Allen’s Boats & Baits.

Ed Allen’s has a great tackle shop, boat ramp,
rental boats (jon and pontoon), a restaurant,
200’ long fishing pier and an angler’s motel.
Semi-retired guide Art Conway (a.k.a.the River
Rat) fishes out of Ed Allen’s and you'll find him
inthe restaurantforlunch mostdays hefishes.

On the upper end of the lake you'll find great
access at Eagles Landing.There's aboatramp,
rental jon boats and tackle shop not far from
the cooler headwaters for the lake.

NearbyToano has become a hunting and fish-

ing headquarters of sorts with theToano General
Gun Store and Fishing Protect within a half mile
of each other.

Don at Toano General Gun Store notes his
handgun inventory has been keeping pace with
demand this summer. He has many ofthe newest
and mostpopularpersonal protection pieces, plus
holders of all kinds. He also notes it's now time
to bring in your hunting pieces for any gunsmith-
ing so Sodan Armament technicians can get to
work on them.

Lin Bell at Fishing Pro Tech continues to push
the envelope of high performance basstackle and
this month is no different than his past 31 years
in the business. He's brought in the new Sunny
B Bagleys crankbait, the Yamamoto Yamatanuki
soft plastic bait, the CAST USA 20 gram Herring
OG, the SPRO Chad Shad glide bait and theToad
Thumper line of soft plastics.

Bell also attended the recent ICAST show so
who knows what'’s coming next? But if you stop
by his shop you’ll be ahead of the curve and he
can tell you what's OTW!

It's never too early to think about duck hunting,
right?Tomahund Marine is the Virginia dealer for
BeaverTail Boats and motors as well asWar Eagle
boats - one of the favorite’s of James River duck
hunters. There's a model in that line-up for just
about any angler or hunter.

Tomahund is the area’s boat repair and marine
supply shop and now stocks a great selection of
bass tackle including Profound crankbaits. Stop
by on your way to fish the lower Chickahominy
on Rt. 5. C.C. McCotter

Great Fishing

On The
Chickahominy

Concrete Ramp - Fishing License
Camping - Rental Cabins

The ONLY place on the
hicka omm River you

X
ndmarlna@gmalli'é“om |

Lanoca VA 2208

38 woodsandwatersmagazine.com Ahgust 2023

Barber Shop
In Store!
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| “u:jssfoﬁ 96? 8462

Tactical, Hand & Hunting Guns® Ammo
Live Bait ® Fishing Tackle ® Archery

Near Providence Forge
10500 New Kent Hwy. (Rt. 155)

War Eagle & Beavertail Boats

Tomahund ViIarine

A . —
Outboardinepau_-’& Service ot
erwcmg most outboards

& sterndrives.
H**"
M Accessories, Outboard Oil
And Marine Supplies

4 i Located near the Rt. 5 Bridge/

Chickahominy River,
in Charles City Co. - ~._

5

We also stock Parfs,

Fishing Tack'e

oyS 804.829.9888.
Water oy 804.370.379
Marin vaoutdrsman@gmail.com
T

« Concrete boat ramp always open
« Jon boat rentals
« Day & night fishing/rentals
« Boat Slips available
«Tackle, Live Bait & Ice
« Restaurant/ A.B.C. On/Off
+ Mechanic On Site for Boat,

Motor & Trailer Repairs!

Where memoti#s
made &;h’?red!

HUGE Senko & Yamamoto selecg g

email us @eagleslandinginc@aol.com

N
Make 2023 the year you
explore the lake with us!

on Chickahominy Lake!

Directions: |-64 to exit 214 S (Rt. 155) - 155
S to Rt. 60 E, 3.5 mi. east of Providence
Forge, to Rt. 650 S & follow signs

804 966-9094
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Where Anglers & Their
Families Are Welcome!

ramp for our guests.

Cottages - Villas - Yurts
Boat Ramp - Pool - Restaurant

(804) 966-8362

rockahockcampground.com

A short ride from Williamsburg attractions

1428 Outpost Road, Lanexa, VA 23089

Toano
General

New
headquarters for

3 8 RN ARMAMENT
Flrearms Ammo Accessorles
Gunsmithing - CCW Classes
$20 Firearms Transfers

Layaway 151966-3696
7960 Richmond Rd., Toano,VA 23168

www.facebook.com/toanogeneral
Visit our Thrift Store across the street!

Fishing & Hunting G
Gas * Diesel * Live Bait
Convenience Items

Ammunition
Bass & Crappie
Tackle

On Rt 60, Providence Forge, VA
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REGIONAL FOCUS

James RiverTackle Co. shop owner and local
angler Donnie Bell says bass on the tidal Ap-
pomattox and James Rivers this month should
beveryinterested intopwaters like Rico’s, Mudd
Puppy buzzbaits andWhopper Ploppers fishing
early along shoreline wood.

As the sun climbs, he suggests pitching a
Mudd Puppy Flattail Ringworm or a Grey Goat
tandem willow-bladed spinnerbait around
slightly deeper wood cover.

On the tidal James River, Bell suggests visit-
ing anglers fish blowdown trees that stick out
into creek channels with a 1.5 to 2.5" squarebill
crankbait.The main river jetties near Dutch Gap
will also begin to turn on this month for anglers
using crankbaits and worms.

Bell did note he and other anglers have noticed
anincreaseinlargemouth bassinthetidal James
River and a decreae in the Chickahominy River.

He and others are wondering if tournament
anglers have unwittingly redistributed Chick

River bass to the James River.

Bell says his shop has plenty of bass and gear
for catfish anglers.The main rig he's selling is a
combination of Team Catfish Sliders, a double
action circle hook, a 40-lb. test leader and a
FrogTongue/no roll sinker. He also has a good
selection of combos from Lews, Quantum and
Zebco great for river catifshing.

James RiverTackle Co. is also the area’s bait
fishing headquarters stocking live baits like
minnows, crickets, eels, nightcrawlers, super
worms and bloodworms as well as a wide
range of frozen baits.

Bass fishing on nearby Lake Chesdin has been
good recently according to W2 Regional Editor
Red Fisher. Chesdin was formed by a dam on

oy I mon Tidal James River Region

the Appomattox River.
Fisher says the lake has
been staying around 80
degrees and the fishing
consistent.

He reports the bass are
out on the ledges. He'll
still fish buzzbaits and
Pop-Rs in the morning
near willow grass but
he does best fishing
ledges that hit the river
channelwith deepdiving

will be getting busy so
don’t wait until the last
minute.

The 40th annual Vir-
ginia Outdoor Sports-
man Show will be
held August 4-6 at the
Richmond Raceway
Complex.

Besides exhibitors
showing everything
from ATVs to tree
stands, guns to ap-

crankbaits duringthe day
and afternoon. His plug
of choice is a Strike King
XP5 and 6. He'll also use
10” worms and Brush

i Bt o TR reror X

Congratulations to James River Tackle Co.
ProTeam members Donnie and Hayden Bell for
their second place finish in the July Richmond
Crappie Club event on the tidal James River.

parel, hunting trips
and more, the show
features the 84th an-
nualVirginia Big Game
Contest August 4-6 at

the Meadow EventPark

Hogs on Carolina rigs.

Don’t forget there is
a free ramp on the lower end of Chesdin main-

tained by the Virginia Department of Game &
Inland Fisheries.

Area sport shops like James River Tackle Co.,
Castaway Sporting Goods in Chester, Jo Jo's in
Manquin and Pat’s In Chester are your sources
for fishing information. Stop by, poke around
and talk to the clerks. They will be happy to let
you know what the fish are biting on.

Pat’s has anincredible amount of rods and reels,
so think twice before going online. Stop by Pat’s
and actually feel the rig in your hand before you
make that purchase.

Area bow shops like Pat's, Shooter’s Archery,
Hunt N Shak and GreenTop Sporting Goods are
helping hunters getgeared up forarchery season
starting this month. The bow shops and ranges

in Doswell, Virginia.

The contest will feature many of the largest
deer, bear, and turkey harvested throughout
the state during the last hunting season.You
can expect to view over 300 mounts.

At this show there’s also a National WildTur-
key Federation sanctioned state turkey calling
contest, television personalities and cooking
demonstrations. Visit www.sportsmanshow.
com for more information.

Robbie Patterson and his team at Propeller
Dynamics have found that regional anglers
really like their Falcon bass boats.The Preda-
tor model has been difficult to keep in stock!
Patterson also sells Xpress boats, trolling
motors of all kinds and is the region’s top
propeller expert. Need your new live sonar
units installed? Call Patterson!

James Moer

- BASS TACKLE -
- LIVE & FROZEN BAITS -

- taciee Co.

Fishing Headquarters for the Appomattox & James Rivers!

Custom Rods & Rod Repairs  804.668.5866 1410 City Point Rd., Hopewell

UTDOa

804.621.6038

’*I'S!
facebook.com/surfandturfoutdoorsports @
\1 8501 Eltham Rd., West Point, VA 23181 /

Fresh & Saltwater
Fishing
Hunting

4 . .
= Fish our Weekend Series Bass
3 /’ Tournaments This Season!
'f\.: Home of the [ e
e Tiny Klash
] Klone! ﬁ#
o

-.\'\_

AT FISHIN"\HUNTIN";
|% BAIT - TACKLE - AMMO

T

Conveniently located on Rt. 360 in King William
804-769-HUNT

facebook.com/jojosfishin/huntingexpress
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~43&| Destination Rappahannock River

from 21

stages on the days sampled.

The density of hydrilla growth was closely
observed during the survey. The protected
water within Troy Creek provided the great-
est hydrilla growth of any of the 29 sites
sampled. The upper reach of Jetts Creek
had flats covered with hydrilla growth. The
upper flat within Piss Creek had a decent
amount of hydrilla growth as well. All three
of these sites showed a decent catch rate
of juvenile largemouth bass from the 2013
stocking.

The results of the otolith analysis and
the high percentage of contribution from the
stocked fingerlings showed that the supple-
mental stocking can provide some improve-
ments to a limited largemouth bass fishery.
Whether or not some additional fish will be
stocked in the future will be based upon fur-
ther discussions and future decisions. Any
additional bass stockings will be conducted
in areas that have revealed successful sur-
vival of bass from the 2013 stocking.

A few of these areas would be Troy Creek,
Lyons Creek, Piss Creek, the upper reaches
of Jetts Creek, as well as the marsh edge
and tributary across from Wilmont Land-
ing. The full impact of the 2013 supplemen-
tal bass stocking may take some time for
anglers to see a noticeable change in the
abundance of adult-sized bass they catch.
DWR fisheries staff will continue to moni-
tor the largemouth bass fishery within the
tidal Rappahannock River with the major-
ity of data collected from fall electrofishing
surveys.

There are smallmouth bass in the tidal Rap-
pahannock, too. They are encountered rarely

in biologists’ fisheries surveys,
however, there have been veri-
fied reports of some very large
(citation sized) smallmouth
from the tidal section of the
Rappahannock  between  City
Dock and Little Falls. This
species is more abundant the
closer one gets to the fall line
and occurs throughout the non-
tidal upper Rappahannock.

The two most sought-after
catfish species in the tidal Rap-
pahannock River, channel cats
and blue cats, are not native to
the river. Channel catfish were
likely first stocked in the Rap-
pahannock sometime between
1890 and the early 1900, and
blue catfish were not introduced to the river
until the mid-1970’s.

Blue catfish are abundant in the river
from Fredericksburg downstream to Cart-
ers Wharf. Fresh gizzard shad is the bait of
choice. Angling for blue cats is best in river
bends having deep channel drop-offs near
steep banks and good submerged structure,
such as old pier pilings or downed trees.

My morning on the river with Bruce and
my son yielded 24 largemouth bass up to
four pounds and two eight-pound snake-
head. We caught our bass using a weighted
wacky rigged worm (Neko Rig), and a spin-
nerbait (one made by Dave Farrington and
one made by Brian Green).

I'm not sure how far we ran down river
from Port Royal Landing, but | know we hit
a bunch of holes on the way down before

Bruce Lee, left, with author and their best five from
the 24-bass morning.

locking into a pattern that involved shallow
hydrilla. We also caught a few fish along the
edge of water lilies.

Our host was happy with the amount
of bass we caught and thought if a nasty
thunderstorm hadn't drove us off the water
around noon, we'd have probably caught a
couple five plus pounders.

| was impressed with the amount of sub-
merged aquatic vegetation in the river and
water clarity around these weed beds. | had
always thought of the tidal Rapp as a mud-
dy river but, at times, we fished sections
that had water as clear as Lake Anna.

I highly recommend you put this often for-
gotten tidal river on your list this summer
and fall so you, too can enjoy the current
good largemouth bass fishing.

MotorGuide, I LOWRANCE
MINN KOTA
GARMIN.

| VIRGINIA'S

FACTORY AUTHORIZED

WARRANTY SERVICE CENTER

Marine Electronics Installation
Propeller Work

WALK INS WELCOMED.

i Factory Authorizéd
~ i MotorGuide & Minn Kota
i Sales & Service Center

804-70621 847,

WWWL AP E T S O

NEW LOCATION:
4915 County Dr., Disputana, VA

J

NOW STOCKING YETI COOLE'F}‘S & FOOD SAVER PRODUCTS

804.706.9100 facebook com/castawa%sportlnggoods
~ 11600 Jefferson Davis Hwy., Chester, Virginia 23831 Ve

S

"If you want to learn
how to fish the tidal
James & Chickahominy,
we have the people and
gear to help.”

- Owner, Wayne
Andrews

VI R{JGINIA EJ Open Tues. ; ‘L‘R Sj;&:gﬂg pm LE
ARCHEBLY.;C_]_@_NTER PAT'S

- Your One Stop Shop for Everythmg Archery, for Hunters,

218 er\!;:::rE Road West Goochland VA 23063

“Sarvng Al 08 Vour Anchors Nioods. s

Archery Pro Shop - Muzzleloading Supplies - Ammo
Freshwater & Saltwater Fishing Tackle
Live & Frozen Baits
Shad Fishing Darts, Spoons & Sabiki Rigs

804-748-4165
3114812 Jefferson Davis Hwy., Chester, VA I'E
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As we slip into the hottest part of the sum-
mer, fishing at Lake Anna transitions. Water
temperatures now range from 78 in the head-
waters to 88 at the Dike 3 discharge. Shallow
bass will be more difficult to find now (but
they can still be found!) and anglers should
will their efforts to deeper structure and the
up lake region. Striper and wipers congregate
in vast schools, roaming the mid and lower
lake feeding voraciously at times, doing ab-
solutely nothing atothertimes. Small crappie
are abundant but 12+ inch fish are too, if you
know where to look or spent time creating
brush pilesin late winter. Here's what you can
expectforasummervisitinthe coming weeks.
Lookforschooling largemouth bass downand
mid lake with more fish down lake (if you can
findthem) and mostfeeding onyoung-of--the
year threadfin shad and blueback herring. If
you see large herring being blown out of the
water, you are on a school of bigger fish.This
year there has been an abundance of large
herring in the mid lake region and the bass,
striper and wiper have been eating them!
Generally the larger the bait, the larger the
fish and the fewer in the school.

For a map of Lake Anna visit woodsandwatersmaagazine.com

FITT Premium Lures Riverd-
arters, Missile Baits Shock-
wave 3.5 swimbaits, a bone
Pop-R and small multi-arm
rigs are bestforthese school-
ing bass.

Up lake bass will often engulf
a medium diving crankbait
like a Berkley Fishing Fritzside
scraped along the numerous
rockpiles on channel bends
located in the upper Pamun-
key Branch, the North Anna
River arm and Terry’s Run.
You can also worm fish the
same spotsifthe plugdoesn’t
activate the fish.

There could be some head-
water action far up the tribu-
taries as well. You fish these
areas like you would a river -
jigs, spinnerbaitsand worms.

High Point Marina
Marine ~ Powersports

Did you know Lake Anna harbors
some big yellow perch? Here’s a 12”
citation brought in to High Point Ma-
rina for a photo last month.

project to see if stocking the
hybrid largemouth bass (a
cross between a Florida and
a northern strain fish) will
resultin more big bass caught
in Anna.

Throughout the state, stock-
ings of tiger bass have been
mostly successful in improv-
ing the size structure of body
of water’s largemouthfishery.
Smith Mountain Lake, Chicka-
hominy Lake and Back Bay
have been the recipients of
these stockings and those
fisheries improved within
three years.

While there's nothing wrong
with the bass fishery at Anna,
this effort is an attempt to
address anglers’ concerns
about the lack of truly trophy

The lake received over 70K tiger bass indJune
as part of the ongoing Virginia Department of
Wildlife Resources restocking plan. DWR Biolo-
gistJohn Odenkirkistwo yearsinto a three-year

bass in a lake that appears to offer perfect big
bass habitat.

McCotter notes this season his clients has
been catching some very fat and aggressive

~

(@ NEW
Market

Deli // Take Out Food // Fuel
Beer // Wine // ATM
TRY OUR NEW CHICKEN TO GO
HUNTERS/ANGLERS WELCOME

540.894.0003

www.newbridgedeli.com
\_ 2983 New Bridge Rd. (Rt. 208) J

BASS // STRIPER // CRAPPIE // WIPER
540.894.3540
114 Old Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA 23024

www.mccotterslakeanna.com

Email your date at: mcfish9114@gmail.com

For fishing reports, directions and photos go to highpointmarina.com

High Point Marina

54018955249

Striper & Bass Lures,

At the 208 Bridge & Thea [Li I.I’
0

hihousa Inm

at Parking ¢ Electric hookups
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Refrigerator and Microwave
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Christopher Run.
CAMPGROU D

I.AKE
ANNA

Full Service Campground

6 boat ramps ® mini-golf ¢ live bait
full service cabin retals ® RV Sites
swimming & playground
Eight miles north of Mineral, VA on Rt. 522
For information or reservations call

540.894.4744

\ www.christopherruncampground.com r
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Where Lake Anna Hunters & Anglers Go!

Come On In And Try Our New w
Coffee Bar & Deli Menu
Open Early & Late For Premium Dealer
Your Convenience
Great Food To Go!

Deli - Fuel - Groceries - ATM - 24hr Fuel
540.894.5769

\ 5072 Zachary Taylor Hwy. @ Corner of 208 & 522 y




largemouths up to 16” that he thinks might
be from the initial stocking a little over two
years ago - an incredible growth rate con-
firmed by Odenkirk!

Most of the lake's keeper striper and wiper
have beenschooledfrom justaboveThe Splits
down to Dike | - a pretty big area. Hotspots
have been Big Ben Flats, the mouth of Pigeon
Creek and the entire 208 region just above
and below the bridge, Contrary Creek and
around Dike 1.

You can cast to breaking fish with topwaters
and swimbaits or jig fish on the depth finder.
Some like to troll plugs and multi-arm rigs.
Others prefer live bait. All tactics have their
place, though trolling, jigging and casting

are there, be sure and bring some bread or
crackers to feed the hungry carp that live at
the marina.

High Point Marina andThe Lighthouse Inn
are ready for your summer visit. The Woods
family and their team operate a full service
marina and the lake’s only waterfront motel.
The tackle shop is packed with the lures the
lake's top guides use, plus there’s just about
any beverage you'd want, snacks, marine
accessories, live baits, oil, 24/7 fuel on-the-
water with pay-at-the-pump and boat storage
of all kinds.

Sturgeon Creek Marina will continue it's
weekly tournaments onTuesdays and Fridays
in addition to resuming it's Elite Series and

Drew Ludwig and his father, David with a 17-Ib. plus
limit of largemouth and two striper for dinner caught
with McCotter’s Lake Anna Guide Service.

will be better as the fish are forced to move
around in the water column to find suitable
oxygen content and bait. Keep in mind, wiper

Youth Series events this month.
Sturgeon Creek was the first marina on

are more active in hot, summer water.

High Point Marina has an excellent selec-
tion of striper/wiper fishing gear including
spoons, trolling plugs and multi-arm rigs.

Last year in August there were schools of
sub-keeper-sized striper in the down lake
region. Anglers enjoyed many mornings
catching striper on the surface using small
topwaters, swimbaits and spoons. We'll see
if that will occur again this summer. It all
depends on if the threadfin shad reach an
inch. If they do, the fish will eat them.

It's a small crappie bonanza out there if
you are bridge piling angler. Brushpiles near
channels, though, is where you’ll find the
slabs this summer.The best depths now are
18-24’ mid lake and 10-15" up lake. Small jigs
are best as it's darn tricky to keep minnows
alive for long when the water is 86 degrees.

The lake also has an excellent population
of white perch anglers can target during the
summer. Look for them breaking over deep
water in the mid lake region and cast small
spinners to them. Trolling the spinners also
works well.

Anglers have begun to report catching
the saugeyes DWR stocked in the lake the
past couple of years, too. These fish are ap-
proximately 13-17" (keeper size is 18”) so the
first legal keeper will be notable, hopefully
caught this fall. They tend to feed on swim-
baits casted for bass or striper and retrieved
along a rocky bottom. Interestingly, most of
the catches have been reported coming from
the Waste Heat Treatment Facility or “hot
side” of the lake.

Weekly tournaments held out of Anna
Point Marina’s Fish Tales, headed by Tourna-
ment Director Dave Fauntleroy continue to
be popular at the lake. The Sunday Morning
Series consistently draws over two dozen
teams from just after dawn to around noon.

Fauntleroy welcomes your visit to the lake
and invites you to visit FishTales. While you

continued on page 44

=0  Johnson, e

LARRY’S BOAT
MOTOR REPAIR
OMC and MerCruiser Technician
Serving the Lake Anna Area
with over 22 years experience
Located at 481 | Road - HWY 655
Spotsylvania, Va 22553 « (540)895-9112

at Anna Point Marina

llakerAnnags
Eishinglieadguanters

BIG BASSTTOURNAMENTS!!

SEEwwwANNAPROINT.com
FORTHE2023 TOURNAMENT
SCHEDULE.

- Dave Fauntleroy,

Call Dave @540.840.67.72
formore infoion
upcoming tournaments.

. [EWS

540.895/5900

Www.annapoint.com

e-mail: info@annapoint.com
13721 Anna Point Lane, Mineral, VA 23117

/.
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Lake Anna Report

the lake. The late Campbell Edenton and his
son, the late Wayne Edenton shot the eleva-
tion before the lake filled and poured their first
boatramp inthe perfect place.Today Sturgeon

Creek is still a great place to start a Lake Anna
adventure with a great tackle shop, 24/7 fuel
on-the-waterwith pay-at-the-pump, more boat
ramps than any other marina, rental pontoons
and tournament facilities.

Anna’s Marine Center has become one of
the state’s leading boat dealers through the
visionary management of Dee Kidd. He's been
in the marine business for over 40 years now
and he knows boats.

The Skeeters, Nitros andTrackers he sells are
three of the top brands in the country.Yamaha
and Mercury offerthe bestin modern outboard
technologies as well.

If you are ready to upgrade your boat's
electronics, Kidd and his team are excellent

Congratulations to Adam Greer and Hunter Hamil-
ton for their June 23 Sturgeon Creek Marina Fri-
day Night Team event win with this three-fish limit
weighing 11.04 pounds.

at networkign and rigging Humminbird and
Lowrance units.

Uncle Mike's Bait &Tackle at Elk Creek Coun-
try Store had a recent tackle upgrade. Uncle
Mike’s has an array of excellent bass, striper
and crappie tackle specially chosen for fishing
the lake and the 3,900-acre “hot side”

Christopher Run Campgroundisagreatplace
to use as fishing headquarters for a summer
visit. They welcome anglers with cabins, boat
ramps and a location that permits small boat
anglers access to the upper North Anna River
arm of the lake.This is a family-friendly camp-
ground you'll love to visit.

Lake Anna Outfitters at High Point Marina still
has Feel Free Moken 10 V2 and Moken 10 VA
Lite fishing kayaks in several colors and a Feel
Free Lure 11.5V2 Overdrive boat.These fishing
kayaks offer some exclusive featuresincluding
apatented wheel inthe keel. Chrissie McCotter

3'VIODELSIE

W

MERCURY

GO BOLDLY.

TRACKER riiéuch
Anna’s Marine Center

940.894.9222 - 1853 New Bridge Rd., Mineral, VA 23117
Rcross from Lake Anna Food Lion - annasmarinecenter.com

We Stock Most
Fishing Models!

0.8 3500

Located at High Point Marina On Lake Anna, VA

Minnows - Bait « Tackle \

Hellems & Son
Sporting Goods
Feed & Seed

Serving the upper end of the Lake Anna
ccommunity and Blue Ridge Shores d

We have a FULL line of Parker Bows & Crossbows, TC,
Traditions & CVA Muzzleloaders, Leupold & Nikon Optics &
Summit Treestands, plus a complete line of archery supplies

SPECIAL DEAL: h‘
CobraMarineVHF H' i=ia
Floating Marine AT
Radio g q-f-
DG FOOC
640.967.2364 4948 Ellisville Dr, Louisa )

[EXON|
|
ATM
Beer
Wine
Minnows
Fishing
Supplies
Coffee

at Elk LIVE BAIT & LURES

creek stoe §40.872.3275

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
5224 Kentucky Springs Rd, Bumpass, VA 23024

BAIT & TACKLE ¢

BUMPAES,

VIRGINIA
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Rental Pontoons ® Boat Slips ® Boat Storage ¢ Ethanol Free Fuel ¢ Tackle Shop ¢ Boat Repairs
—— N = - T

SturseoniereekiMaring
Home Of The e Pay At The Pump e Separate Jetski

TS <A Fuel On The Water ~ Launch Ramp
e 05 EZiEioy * Open & Covered o Land Boat Storage
Wet Boat Slips * Marine & Trailer Parts
FRIDAY NIGHT * Marine Part Store e Boat & Motor Service
SUMMER SERIES e Pontoon Rentals  Tackle Shop

CIEGUIT il e Boat bottom & Interior Cleaning
YOUTHISERIES) Il WINTER'SERIES

e Multiple, protected boat ramps
\ As You Can See We're Ready For Any Season!

Give Us A Call At 540.895.5095 _
www.sturgeoncreekmarina.com
S

5107 Courthouse Road Spotsylvania, Va. 22551
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REGIONAL FOCUS

Smith Mountain Lake was around 84 degrees
on the surface from mid to down lake by the
mid-July W2 deadline after a period of hot
weather.

The lake level was 793.85’ and falling by
the end of July. This was slightly lower than
it was in June. Keep in mind normal pond is
795'. Expect the lake level to drop slightly this
month and for the water temperature to hold
in the upper 80s.

SMLs smallmouth bass population will bite
fairly well until the water hits 80 and then it
slows unless you known how to find them
deepwherethey seek outcoolerwater. Gener-
ally speaking the best smallmouth fishing is
within sight of the dam here.Target summer
SML brown bass on hard bottoms in 20-30’
using drop-shotted minnow baits, Ned rigs
and Damiki rigs.

Anglers can target SML largemouth bass
this month with shakey head worms, drop
shots, swimbaits, Damiki rigs and some top-
water. By the end of the month, start fishing
Carolina rigs.

Spike and Kathy Francescini operate Spike’s
PrimeTime Fishin’, one ofthe longest continu-
ously operated guide services in Virginia.
The Franceschinis mostly fish with live baits
when they guide and note the lake’s striper
population continues to grow. August is one
of the best months to a bunch of schooled
SML striper, but remember, once you catch
your two, it's either time to head in or target
a different species.

The Monaghan crew were putting them in the boat
fishing with Capt. Kathy of Spike’s Prime Time
Fishin’on Smith Mountain Lake July 6.

They report good fishing for their clients in
July once the water in the lake warmed up to
80 degrees and striper schooled up to feed
on bait. They say to expect similar conditions
early this month, with hungry striper on deep
baitfish schooled on the main lake where you
can target them with good depth finders.
The striper population is very high in the lake
right now and can be found in most areas of
SML with the mid to lower ends on both river
arms being the most productive.

Visiting anglers will want to target main lake
points and flats with rock or red clay in 15-35 ft
of water. The bigger fish are starting to show
up in lower ends of the lake following schools

4 Smith Mountam Lake......

of bait around in the shallows.

Spike and Kathy will target these fish with
larger baits pulled on planerboards up shallow
earlyinthe morning or cloudy days, and move
out deeper as the sun rises and temps warm.

Spike and Kathy will cast some topwater
lures, jig a spoon a bit and drop a soft plastic
jerkbait on a jig head, but mostly they pull live
baits on down lines this month.

Guide Clint Gray will use smaller live baits on
downlinesthis monthtotarget deep striperon
bait. He also likes to use jigged artificial lures
when fish are holding deep in dense schools.
One of his favorite rigsis a ZOOM Super Fluke
Jr. in albino shad rigged on a 1/4-ounce jig-
head and fish on 14-pound braided line with a
12-pound fluorocarbon leader. He lowers this
baitto the fish on his depth finder and lifts and
drops it to trigger strikes on the fall.

Spike and Kathy maintain two watefront
rentals on Smith Mountain with all the am-
menites.The listing #s are 218590 and 282712
on VRBO.

Gills Creek Marina & Lodge welcomes your
visit to Smith Mountain Lake. They offer wa-
terfront rooms perfect for anglers and their
families.

Cripple Creek Trout Farm and The Hidden
GemTrout Fishing are two of the three venues
oftheW2TrophyTroutTrail you can visitin this
region ofthe state. Both are private operations
that offer visiting anglers a chance to catch
large stocked trout.

R s

\
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Fishing from a 26’ center console

SUITESTRVI

= 540.493-9660 -

Authorized Service Center
-Tnmi:&xazrj

Arpalire Aardne

NEVER STO¥.

HA

\

AN
INE ELECT HIJMEE

e PELINTIEST

~

Hunting & Lowrance,
Fishing Supplies Garmin, Cannon
Boat/Kayak/ & Humminbird

Tube Rentals Sales & Install

5200 Burnt Chimney Rd.
Wirtz, VA 2418

smimarineelectronics@yahoo.com

540-719-1549

www.smithmountainmarine.com

J

We have a nice
stocked, stream
full of rainbow,
brook, brown
and golden

FISI-;;NG

EST, 2021 -

15 rods/day

60 rod f
ifis[]olim?te Book a day on
our private trout
8 am - 4:30 pm stream!

540-613-9849

1085 Stevens Chapel Rd, Blue Ridge, VA 24064,
minutes from Christiansburg

/

ANGLERS WELCOME:

Four Smith Mountain Lake
waterfront rooms each with
two queen-sized beds.
Rates vary according to season.

540.721.2451

www.gillscreekmarina.com

ASK ABOUT OUR WATERFRONT LODGING

Full time, re5|dent USCG licensed gwdeg with 63
combined years of experience. Two completely

equipped22ft.deckboats.Accommodating partiesof
up to 6 each. All equipment provided, plus photos of

the day's catch & your fish ﬁIIeted/packa_ged.“

WATERFRONT VACATION RENTALS!

540.297.5611 spikerf@msn.com
www.spikesprimetimefishin.com




For maps of Buggs Island or Lake Gaston visit woodsandwatersmagazine.com

REGIONAL FOCUS

Kerr Lake/Lake Gaston

Lake Gaston
By mid-July the water level on
Gastonwasaround 199.60’ (200’
is full pool) and Dominion was
holding the level steady. Water
temperatures ranged from 76-87
degrees with the up lake section
just below Kerr Dam the coolest.
Anglers can expect 84+ degree
water temperatures for August.
Guide Rick Morris reports
Gaston’s largemouth bass are
transitioning to deeper water
haunts this month. Deep to a
largemouthonthislakeis12-18'
While there will always be bass
shallow, more will hold deeper

Above left - Kevin and Mike Mahanay

fished with guide Rick Morris on Lake
Gaston this spring and caught plenty of spotted bass and largemouth like this one.
Above right - Jody Thacker with a two-pound, 15.7- inch crappie caught summer slab
fishing. Photo courtesty of Bobcat’s Bait & Tackle.

first, you're passing up the best
time for offshore fishing.

The best offshore places will
have rock wood or brush drop-
ping off quickly to deep water.
Try the side of a long point on
the main lake where it drops
from 10 to 30 foot; obvious
channel swings create thisprime
scenario. Seek these places out
that feature channel swings and
fast breaks that offer water, flow,
food and habitat.

Morris says it's time to break
out 10-inch worms, large and
finesse jigs, drop shot, shaky
head worms and a Carolina rig.

in August due to a combination
of food, temperature, cover and boat traffic.
You can target shallow Gaston largemouth
this month around willowgrass lines using
Neko rig worms. Gastons’ plentiful spotted
bass population likes deeper water - as deep
as 50 feet. You can target them with differ-
ent lures like Damiki rig or small swimbait
off main lake points with rocks in the lower
section of the lake.You can sometimes also
pull both largemouth and spots up from
offshore structure using a walking topwater
bait this month.
Call or email Morris for guided trips on
Gaston.
Holly Grove Marina is a family-friendly
tackle shop, boat ramp, restaurant/gathering

place on the lake and we're glad to have them
with us. Holly Groveislocated about 10 minutes
off 1-95 at the Bracey exit on Rt. 903.

Kerr Reservoir
(Bugg Island)

The water level on Kerr Lake by the W2 late
July deadline was 302.38’ - high for July and
two feet higher than it was in June. 300’ is full
pool. Daytime watertemperatures varied from
83-87 degrees depending on the region of the
lake late lastmonth.This month, anglers should
expect similar water temperatures.

Guide Rick Morris says offshore ledge and
brushpile fishing is best early in the morning;
the same as shallow fish. So, if you go shallow

Experiment with different size
plastics and different colors, as size and color
can make a big difference this time of year.
He says you need to fish these baits very,
very slowly.

Morris notes if you're chasing fish with your
forward-shooting sonar then dropshot is still
the best choice, however underspins with
swimbaits show up really nice when targeting
brush piles.

Before you head out onto the lake, be sure to
stop by Bobcat’s Bait and Tackle to get a cur-
rent fishing report and all the gear you could
possibly need.

Bobcats’ staff are avid crappie anglers and
they can help get you outfitted to fish one of
the best speck fisheries in the country.

Largestselectionoffishing
tackle in the Lake Country,
area!l

Winter Hours:
Open Mon.-Sat.
7a-7p

BASS TACKLE
Shimano - Lews

St. Croix - G. Loomis
ABU Garcia - Yamamoto
Hawg Caller Spinnerbaits
Dave’s Tournament Tackle
Bandit - Lucky Craft - YUM
Reaction Innovation - ZOOM

.

Buggs Island/Kerr Reservoir 12690 Hwy. 15,
south of Clarkville, VA 23927

434.374.8381
www.bobcatslakecountry.com

Home of the VA/Carolina
Crappie Trail on Buggs
sIand.

We Sell Live Bait/
Minnows By The Pound!

CRAPPIE TACKLE

Wally Marshall

Eagle Claw - B'n'M Poles
Driftmaster - Bait Tanks

FUEL & MARINE SUPPLIES

1Mar1na. ,‘:
N Est. 2002 LN

Boat Ramp * Tackle Shop * Fuel ® Food * Drinks
On Lake Gaston at 8826 Hwy. 903, Bracey, VA
434.636.3455

www.hollygrovemarina.com

J

| Campsites
Camp Store

.
ILAKE GASTON
AMERICACAMPS
Anglers welcome!

9 Lakeside Lane,

Bracey, VA 239194

(434) 63622668
acamp@bitb "

8 Iakegastonamerlcacamps com
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With the arrival of August comes a great
time to bass fish the tidal Potomac River.
Submerged grass beds are lush sanctuar-
ies for bass looking for oxygen, cover and
cooler water as temperatures will approach
90 degrees. Here’s what you can expect on
a visit this month.

Tidal Potomac bass generally prefer grass
to wood in the same spot, but wood in grass
is a primary target. Docks with grass best
fished athightides. Atlowertides, bass move
to grass. On the sunniest days, get your bait
tight to cover. With clouds, fish use cover as
a current break. Milfoil edges and boat chan-
nels around the front of docks are targets.

Water temperatures range from 85 and up
now on the river! Cooler mornings are best
fortopwaters, butthere’s a hollow frog bite at
low tides anytime! Replace worn feathered
popper hooks with hand-tied with colorful
feathers and reflective material adding light,
flash, and action to topwaters and squarebill
cranks. Feathers pull together when moving
baits, then open while sitting to get the sec-
ond chance bite after misses. The slightest
movement gets feathers moving. Try red

hooks, especially on the belly!

Topwater tips for the Po-
tomac...smaller/faster in clear
water...startsmalland workup
in size with natural colors and
then go darker. For clear calm
conditions, use a walking lure
around grass orwood. Move to
spinnerbaits and shallow crank-
baitswhentopwater bite slows.
Waker cranks in the larger size
are perfect with enough water
over grass!

If a fish misses topwaters, cast
follow-up baits: watermelon
and green pumpkin five-inch
stickworms hooked wacky style
with a 2/0 Mustad weedless
wacky hook. GAMMA EDGE
fluorocarbon line allows baits
to fall more naturally.

Crank to 4-6 feet around the
Fort Washington lighthouse,
South Point, Spoils, the Wil-

son Bridge, and other deeper

W theyare positionedandonwhat
! type of cover.

| the lowesttides, use 1/4-ounce

Congratulations to Apex Preda-
tors Potomac Creek Guide
Service’s youngest pro staffer,
Walker Jett on this snakehead!

areas. Make

short casts around cover and grass clumps.

repeated casts to good-looking
spots. Fish will tell you where

If there’s chop on the water,
stained water, or cloud cover
athighertides, willow/Colorado
combination and a white skirt,
burned around and near cover
is producing hard strikes. A
faster reel spooled with 14 or
16-pound GAMMA EDGE line
and 6'6” medium heavy rod is
best for targeting close cover,
or a 7-footer to cover open ar-
eas. Bumpcoverandripfree. At

spinnerbaits with goldbladesin
all but the clearest water. For
clear water, use a nickel blade
and double willow with firetiger
skirts. Higher tides 3/8-ounce
is easier to work deeper. No
spinnerbait bite, go to shallow
crankbaits, at lower tides work

Tidal Potomac Guided Trips!

Join us for a expedition on the
nation’s finest frankenfish fishery!

BIG BLUE CATFISH RIVER ROCKFISH

River giants on sporty Hard-charging white

SNAKEHEAD

tackle.

lightning awaits.
CRAPPIE
Takehomesomeoftheriver'stastiestresidents.
Mike Sielicki, USGC Capt. Chris Evans, USGC Capt.

540.295.9301 540.408.3113

POTOMALC CREEEK LLC
FISHING THE TOP OF THE FOODCHAIN

www.fishapex.com

é )

/ OPEN Tues-F 10_7\ OnRt. 1, Near Aquia Creek!
NOW
LOCATED AT SAT. 9-5
9760 Center St. Clsd Sun.-Mon..
Manassas ...........................
Come Visit Us! Guns, Ammo
Home & Personal
We have a Defe’fse:
GREAT Accessories,
SELECTION Scopes,
of Hunting, Target
B Holsters, & Tac-
tical Supplies
Firearms transfers/ Cons:gnmentsat
NFA Class Il only 10% Minnows & Worms
703¥3683949Rwww:virginiaarms¥com) (5a0) O3 2347
\ 3306 Richmond Hwy, Stafford, VA

/
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Vary your retrieve. Here, you need a 7-foot 2 N 8 N B N BN B B B B BN B B B B B B B B B J |

pedunsciongrapiedwinizcene || POTOMAC RIVER TIDE/MOON CHART B

It's time to fish pad edges and punch . HIGH LOW HIGH LOW .

through grass mat canopies, especially

on sunny days. You'll get reaction strikes . 5@ 8:33am 2:47am 10 4:24am 11:24am 19 11:08am 5:26am 28 6:20am 12:22am .
with 1 to 1.25-ounce tungsten weights. A . 9512pm 3:47pm 5:01pm  11:14pm 11:28pm  5:41pm 7EO4pm 1538pm .
bobber stopper will keep weights fixed to 2 9:27am  3:46am 1 5:22am - - 20 11:40am  6:02am 29 ;zggam 1:33am
three-inch creature baits. A 3/0 hook and . 10103pm 4236pm 5559pm 12122pm 1:59pm - 6:07pm o 2131pm .
) 3 10:20am 4:43am 12 6:19am  12:12am 21 - 6:40am 3@ 8:20am  2:36am
GAMMA TORQUE braid 60-pound test 1053pm  5:23pm 6:53om  1:16pm 12:16pm  637pm ©  852pm  3:21pm
braided line with aflipping stickalong with . 4 11:12am 5:38am 13 7:12am  1:07am o0 12:34am  7:22am 31 9:13am  3:33am .
a strong reel will get big ones out! . 11:45pm  6:09pm 7:43pm  2:06pm 12:57pm  7:14pm 9:42pm  4:08pm .
Otherwise, you have to create commo- 5 - 6:33am 14 8:00am  1:59am 23 1:16am  8:12am Sept. Tides
tionto getthem to come up. Hollow Frogs . 12:.05pm  6:56pm 8:29pm  2:52pm 1:45pm  7:58pm ’ l
are perfect for this. | replace the rubber 6 12:37am 7:29am 15 8:45am  2:47am 24 2:04am  9:11am 1 10:04am 4:28am
skirt with rabbit fur and drop in two round l 1:00pm 742m _ 912m  3:3%pm 2:41pm  8:49pm 1031pm  4:54pm l
glass rattles! 7 1:31am 826am g 0 9:25am  3:31am 25 2:59am  10:22am 2 10:54am 5:21am
. . . . 1:57pm 8:30pm 9:51pm  4:11pm 3:47pm  9:50pm 11:19pm  5:38pm .
ovzfézrzzgzrmwo%gg% anlésb\:;?ékhgg! 8 227am  9:25am 17 10:02am 4:12am 26 4:03am  11:34am
. 2:58pm 9:21pm 10:27pm  4:44pm 4:57pm  11:03pm
hook-sets! | also like toads in white, black, . 9 3:252m 1o:2gam 18 10:362m 4:502m 27 5:122m P Tides for Aquia Creek. I
green pumpkin, and watermelon, depend- . 4:00pm 10:16pm 10:59pm  5:14pm 6:04pm  12:39pm See corrections below l
ingonwaterclarity and chop.The swimbait
hooks work very well for toads! . Corrections: Alexandria: Occoquan Bay:  Port Tobacco: Dahlgren: .
Swimbaits are great in fairly clear water . Washington Channel: Low: +2:21 Low: +1:04 Low: -2:35 Low: -3:01 l
and can be fished horizontally and verti- Low: +2:32 High: +1:45 High: + :26 High: -2:40 High: -3:14
cally. Pitchtheminto grassclumpsorswim l High: +1:28 Lewisetta: Low: -4:52 High: -2:40 Cornfield: Low: +7:50 High: +7:27 l
over and drop. 16-pound test GAMMA
EDGE Fluorocarbon line is best! Med/ e EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEmmd
Heavy rod for good hooksets. I'm also
using weighted swimbait hooks. The 7/0 \

with 1/4 0z. built-in adjustable weightholds / N

very well in a swimbait...white/blue back.

The weight is movable to get the correct o s ardware &
balance with any bait and allows you to n] 010 19

cover more depths and speeds.

On the tidal Rappahannock River anglers Warrenton's Fishing & Hunting Headquarters!
willfind watertemperaturesinthe mid-80's

structure in different areas of the river. Bandit crankbaits, Damiki Hydra Evolution, Logic Lures, Culprit, Sunline/Samurai Braid

In the up river portion of the tidal Rapp,
look for fish to be holding on shoreline 251 W LEE HWY STE 719, WARRENTON, VIRGINIA * 540-347-2499
wood and mud flatdrops. Pitchwormsand \
creature baitsto the wood. Cast crankbaits
and spinnerbaits to the drops.

In the mid section of the river (10 miles in
either direction of Port Royal) fish are on
lily pads, wood and hydrilla. A weighted
wacky rigged stick worm is good in tight
spots while a spinnerbait or buzzbait is
good when you can cover water.

In the lower tidal Rappahannock (Leed-
stown down to Piscataway Creek), anglers
will want to target bass in hydrilla, lily
pads and in major creeks like Occupacia,
Cat Point and Piscataway using the same
lures. A chatter jig can also produce now
on the Rapp.

Good launch points include Port Conway,
Hicks’ Landing, Port Royal Landing, Wilm-
ontLanding, Leedstown Campground and
Hoskins Creek inTappahannock.

Call Capt. Mike now if you want to experi-
ence one of the best snakehead seasons
everonthetidal PotomacRiver.Heand his
parties have been catching many fish each
day using the MES Floating Frog.

Costello’s in Warrenton is THE place to
shop for fishing gear.You'll be pleasantly
surprised by what they have stocked, plus
you can pick up any hardware or house-
hold/garden item you might need. They
are also a dealer for Green Egg, Traeger
and Weber grills. Capt. Steve Chaconas &
C.C. McCotter High Point Marina On Lake Anna, VA

The helpful place.

J

Moken10\V2  Moken 10\V2LITE
NEW! b

0N
N
1]
©

104" « 35" wide, weighs 69 Ibs. *425 Ib. cap.
EZ Rider Seat, Uni-track rails.

10'2" long * 30.25" wide, 250 Ib. cap., 59.6 Ibs.
EZ Rider Seat, Twist Lock Foot Rests, Front/Rear
Track Rails, Center Console, Wheel In Keel

Book Your Next
Bowfishing Adventure!
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BA K BAY Northwest River, North
River, Currituck Sound

JamesWaters at Bob's Fishing Hole reports
the water was around 85-90 degrees by the
middle of July on the Northwest River. Local
anglers were catching plenty of two pound-
ers but the bigger fish were getting tough to
find. Waters notes river fish will continue to
bite despite the hot water of August. These
are shallow water fish and they are used to
hot water.

Some anglers are reporting that 50 fish
days are not uncommon but many of the
bass aren’t much more than two pounds.
Recenttournamentweights have varied from
13 pounds up to 18 pound depending on the
day and conditions.

Waters says for August pitching soft plastics
to shady shoreline structure is your best bet.
Baits like a Senko, the ZOOM UltraVibe Speed
Craw and the Reaction Innovation Sweet
Beaver are popular.

Early in the morning, Waters suggests
throwing atopwaterfrogto shallowstructure
along the bank. Keep in mind the topwater
bite hasn’t been as good as in recent years
but it's still decent.

Bob's Fishing Hole is located on Rt. 168
(Chesapeake Expressway) on the way to the
Outer Banks. It offers anglers access notonly

Nick Koenig won the July 5 tournament out of Bob’s
Fishing Hole with 16.64 pounds. anchored by a
4.76swamp chunk.

to the great fishing on the Northwest River but
also to Back Bay.

North Bay Shore Campgroundis headquarters
for North Bay orthe upper portion of Back Back
behind Sandbridge.

North Bay Shore Campground welcomes
anglers and has cabins and a bath house for

overnight stays. A canal runs right behind
the cabins, so you can keep your boat in the
waterandyou are minutesfrom Sandbridge.
Back Bay bass will remain in weedy,
oxygen-rich bays and “ponds” where an-
glers can target them using weedless lures
like Johnson silver spoons and swimbaits.
Guide and USCG Licensed Captain David
Ward of Backwater Adventures told W2 the
water temperatures in the Currituck Sound
and northeastern North Carolina Rivers he
guides on will be in the mid to upper 80’s
this month and even in the 90’s during any
hot weather stretches.

He'll be using topwater in the morning,
mainly poppers and single spin props. Once
the topwater bite slows, its time to bring out
the soft plastics. Weightless stick worms
rigged weightless wacky or Texas rigged
will be key. Shaky heads with 5” straight tail
worms will work on those slow hot days this
month. Don’t forget to go head hunting with
a frog in the shade during the mid day sun.

Ward is now booking his fall trips so if you
are planning a trip to the OBX, why not fish
with him for a morning on Currituck?

Area Fishing Headquarters for NW River Bass Fishing!

. r,
'. gOb'S‘ HUGE TACKLE
7~ SELECTION
Boat Ramp // Live

Bait // Boat Rental
Weekly Bass
Tournament Every
—Northwest River Saturday & Wed.
during daylight
savings time

757.421.2855

acebook.com/bobsfishinghole

4243 Battlefield Blvd. S. Chesapeake, VA 23322

Great Access To North River
& Currituck Bass Fishing.
North Landing Beach
BV Reaor! & Co e

Backwater
Adventures

Bass fishing on Kftty Hawk Bay

backwatera dventures.com
123 Pinewood Acres Dr., Powells Point, NC 279(?6}

.

Albemarle

Fishing Charters
Fishing trips in the
Albemarle Sound,
behind Corolla,
Duck & Kitty Hawk,
Hampton Roads,
‘Edenton & the
Chowan River!

info@aIbemarleﬁshihgcharters.com

~ VIRGINIA BEACH, VA

ATERFRONT CABINS POP UPs e TENT SITES
BOAT RAMP « 10 MIN FROM SANDBRIDGE

c"“?—@"ou" Z (757) 426-7911 » 3257 Colechester Rd. Va Beach
rwww.nurthhayshurecampground.com

50 woodsandwatersmagazine.com Ahgust 2023




REGIONAL FOCUS

Bay waters will continue to warm with
high temperatures, moderate winds, and
a chance of thunderstorms throughout the
month. Main Bay surface water tempera-
tures have increased to the low 80s, with
the coolest surface waters found between
the Patapsco River and Annapolis. Bay sa-
linity is still above average. There is low
oxygen in bottom waters from Tolchester
down to the Virginia line, and in the Po-
tomac River from Blossom Point down to
Point Lookout.

Middle Bay

Striped bass fishing in the middle Bay has
been fair at best, and fortunately speckled
trout, bluefish and Spanish mackerel are
filling the gap. There is early morning and
late evening striped bass action along the
Bay Bridge piers where anglers are live-
lining with spot or drifting soft crab baits
towards the pier bases near the 35-foot
drop-off at the east end. Other anglers are
casting skirted soft plastic jigs close to the
bridge piers.

At sunrise, anglers are finding striped bass
action along the shorelines of the Bay and
lower sections of the tidal rivers as well as
the rocks at Poplar Island andThomas Point.
Casting poppers and paddletails tends to
be the most popular way to fish.The stump
fields along the lower Eastern Shore pro-
vide another good place to fish and cast
Zara Spook topwater lures for striped bass
and speckled trout.

Bluefish and Spanish mackerel are show-
ing up in the middle Bay in increasing num-
bers and can be spotted chasing schools of
bay anchovies. Anglers are casting metal
jigs and soft plastic jigs into breaking fish

Capt. Kevin Salmon put the guys from the Spencer
Hatcher band on this 51.5” cobia last month.

and speed reeling to entice Spanish mackerel
to strike, or using a slower retrieve for bluefish.
Trolling at about 6 to 7 knots with small Drone
spoons behind No. 1 planers is the most popu-
lar way to catch Spanish mackerel.

Lower Bay

The Potomac River below the Wilson Bridge
closed to striped bass fishing on July 7 and will
remain closed until August 20. Virginia waters
remain closed to striped bass fishing with only
catch and release allowed until October 4.
Currently the best striped bass fishing occurs
during the early morning and late evening
hours along the shorelines of the St. Marys
and Patuxent rivers on the western side of the
Bay, and near Hooper Island andTangier Sound
on the Eastern Shore. Most anglers are having
good success with a mix of striped bass and

large speckled trout. Soft plastic jigs and pad-
dletails along with Zara Spooks are the most
popular lures being used for casting. Drifting
peeler crab baits is an effective way to target
speckled trout along the marsh creeks and
Tangier and Pocomoke sounds. Slot size red
drum can also be part of the mix.

Bluefish and Spanish mackerel can now be
found in the lower Bay along channel edges
where they are chasing schools of bay an-
chovies. Gold and silver spoons are a good
choice. If you can, get ones with a chartreuse
stripe.

Cobia fishing is improving each week and
they are being caught near Smith Point,
Pocomoke Sound and near the Target Ship.
Most anglers are chumming and fishing with
live eels in the back of their chum slicks; oth-
ers are having good luck sight fishing and
casting with live eels or fishing large soft
plastic jigs.

Capt. Kevin Salmon invites you to contact
him about your trip dates as he gets booked
up quickly. He specializes in big cobia and
bull red drum from Virginia beach up to the
Maryland line. Flounder, spadefish, sheeps-
head, Spanish mackerel and bottom fish
trips are also available. He departs from Del-
taville on a 27" Maycraft pilot house with full
cobia tower.

Anglers wanted to find out what fish are
in the lower James River should stop by
G’Daddy’s Bait & Tackle. This shop supplies
that region’s anglers and is a good resource
to contact when planning a fishing trip to the
James River pier.

If you want to try rail hunting around Chin-
coteague, call Capt. Pete Wallace now and get
a September date. This hunting is a must-do
if you want to say you've hunted everything.

Copt. Bbs Wanina

ig

Rental Boats « Slip Rentals « Dry Storage
Charters Of All Kinds: Fishing, Crabbing, Clamming
Tackle Shop « Boat Ramp « Ethanol-Free Fuel « Oil « Ice
We Do Sell VA Recreational & Commercial Fishing Licenses
2477 Main Street, Chincoteague, VA

757.336.6654 www.capthobsmarina.net

WWW. ﬁshmidnightsun com F———

TheMIDNIGH 1{7 SUN

Fish with Capt. Fishing from
Ryan Rogers! Smith Point, VA

_Licensed for up
to 20 anglers!

call 804 453-5812-

Stripers, blue fish, trout, mackerel, croaker and more!

LIVE BAIT - FRESH & SALTWATER

Lower James River Fishing & Hunting Headqu ers

Daddy {3
Balt & Tackle

0 77)745-7605

FISHING THE BAY FROM DELTAVILLETO VA BEACH

Q{LIMITED

S | A 3 e

CHESAPEAKE
SPORTFI

Up to 5 anglers in a 27’
Maycraft Pilot House
wlicobia tower = T

The Oldest

S Name In Fishing

BAIT& & Hunting In

TACKLE Norfolk!
Newport News, VA

Live Bait & Fishing Tackle | Archery Pro Shop
On-Site Archery Range | Hunting Supplies
AlumaCraft & Gheenoe Boats
757.595.5537

\ 9501 Jefferson Ave Newport News, VA /

Captain Pete Wallace
FOR MORE INFO OR RESERVATIONS

FLOUNDER 888'231 '4868
TRIPS, huntfish@dmv.com
QOO! chincoteague.com/fishtaIeSJ

August 2023 whodsandwatersmagazine.com 51



REGIONAL FOCUS

Harrisonburg « Winchester

Even with a few summer rain events the
water in the Shenandoah River during July
was mostly low and warm and fishing was
good.

Lonnie Conner managed some decent
smallmouth on the Route 7 to Morgans
Ford stretch of the river. He also picked up
a really nice 4.62-pound largemouth while
fishing Riverton in Front Royal. The largie
took a tube in a foot of water!

He noted deeper water was best if you can
find it now. The smallmouth were moving
in small pockets and pools because the low
water was keeping them from traveling. He
had success behind water breaks, rapids,
and pockets with back flow.

Fishinginthe month of Augustcanbeachal-
lenge due to lower water levels and crystal
clear water conditions. Kayaks, canoes, and
wading are the recommended methods of
fishing this time of year. Riverton in Front
Royal and Egypt Bend near Luray Virginia
can still be fished with a jet motor or prop
boat. Look for moving water around rapids,
shaded pockets, and/or deep holes to hold
bass. Also be sure to make longer casts
when the water is clear.

Another consideration is to plan your ap-
proach to said holes. Cruising bass can be
hard to predict their location for obvious
reasons. Otherwise, whenreading the water
you will also want to think about where and
how the fish may be laying.

As an example, in the majority of the

cases they will be facing in
the upstream direction. If you
don’t see any visual features,
fan cast and retrieve your
luresatvariousangles. When
throwing to a submerged log
work lures on both sides with
several casts to the shaded
side. Cast close to the bank
where you can see the log as
well as work the wood all the
way outintothe deeperwater.
Follow a similar approach to
boulders or large rocks that
offer current breaks. Make at
least six casts in and around
a rock.

Talk to a fly fishing trout
bum about how they dissect

a river and read the water. There are times
trout fisherman are targeting one fishin one

Lonnie Connor with a hefty large-
mouth he caught fishing the River-
ton area of the Shenandoah River.
Photo from Jake’s Bait & Tackle.

A weighted wacky style hook
or fishing it weightless is also
uptoyourpersonal preference.

As mentioned at the begin-
ning of the article the topwater
bite can also be very good
this time of year. Buzzbaits are
making a big come back as was
evident atICAST 2023 recently.
Zara Spook, and an Arbogast
Jitterbug are good choices.
Also consider the smaller ver-
sions of the Tiny Torpedo or
the old reliable Rapala Original
Floating Minnow. The smaller
version of this minnow floats
wellontopanddivesjustunder
the surface when twitched or
reeled in.

It is important to note when anglers are
struggling to get a bite, downsizing can make
all the difference in the world. The 2.75" size

spot. Take this information and apply it to
the river and you’ll catch more fish!

As far as lure selection, anything and ev-
erything should work for anglers in August.

Follow the same patterns we talked about
last month of fishing the seam lines created
by swift current nextto slow waterfrom bank
to bank. Eddys, the backward floating water,
are also areas you will want to work. Fish
not only in the rapid itself, but also work
above and below the set of rapids. | like to
start with the reliable wacky rig. Pick your
poison with brand of stick worm and color.

point and smaller will produce bites. Berkeley
Gulp Minnow, Ned Rig, and small paddle tail
minnows rigged on a small jig hook will do the
job. Otherwise look in the trout and panfish
aisle for small presentations. Inline spinners
and Rooster Tails will also work well. Throw it
on lighter six-pound test line, and | think you'll

increase your catch rates.

Check out my article on ICAST ‘23 elsewhere
in this issue where | cover a lot of new gear and

baits. Jared Mounts

-+
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Gregory's
Sl N

bait & tackie

THE TACKLE SHOP AT LAKE FREDERICK!

With A Great selection of tackle, plus live
p minnows and worms and Boat Rentals

We’re Open 7 Days a
Week, 7 am until Dark

\_540.869.2950 Facebook.com/gregoryslakesidebait&tackle WhitePOSt'Virgi”ia'VAj

~

BASS - CRAPPIE - PIKE
SHELLCRACKERS

1 Lake Frederick Dr

Unbelievable Prices!
Superb Selection!
* New and used tackle for EVERY
type of Virginia Angler

* Trade-ins accepted on rods and reels

' THE
FISHERMAN S
ATTIC

540.908.7089 Open Wed-Sun

e Live minnows - large & small available 24/7

Rt. 612, Crimora (Near Waynesboro)

)
ake’s
Bait & Tackle

Where you'll find the valley’s best

selection of fishing gear

and information!

shop.jakesbaitandtackle.com
Open Mon.-Fri. 10a-6p, Sat. 10a-5p

(540) 723-4621

234 Ezra Ln #3, Winchester, VA 22603
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According to the Old Farmer’s Almanac
the official Dog Days of Summer are July 3
through August 11. This coincides with the
rising at sunrise of the Dog Star, Sirius as
well as with hot, sultry weather. Although
my days often begin before sunrise, | can't
say that I've looked for the Dog Star how-
ever hopefully one morning I'll remember
to scan the sky.

This hot, humid weather reminds us that
dove season is right around the corner.
Those of us who enjoy this early season
have already started scoping out fields
and power lines and are planning the
placement of our bucket seat or shooting
chair when the clock strikes 12 noon on
September 2.

This is the month to ensure that your gun
is in good condition and your ammo sup-
ply is sufficient for the season that runs
through October 22. Legal hunting hours
are one half hour before sunrise until sun-
set. Most of us can’t make a full day of it
given the sun, the heat and the insects but
it sure is a fun few hours with good friends
harvesting some tasty little game birds.

The second segment of dove season is
November 18-26 and the third runs De-
cember 22 through January 20. The bag
limit is 15 per day, 45 in possession and
can be composed of both mourning doves
and white winged doves. Be sure to check
the DWR website for WMA rules and ex-
ceptions.

Brian “Razor” Bodine of Razorback
Guide Service reports that the James Riv-
er summer bite is on! Plenty of smaller
sized fish can be caught casting near the
banks using grubs and finesse worms.

Central Virginia

« New River

Charlottesville Upper James

Not hooking up? Try vary-
ing your speed of retrieval
until you figure out the per-
fect speed and then you'll
surely have success.

Area businessmen enjoy
Razor’'s Businessman Spe-
cial guided trips. Hop in
the boat after work and en-
joy the prolific evening bite
while you watch the sun
set. There is just a couple
more weeks to take advan-
tage of this fun offering so
call today to reserve your
evening on the river.

If you're looking to land
a lunker then you'll need
to work a little harder and
a lot smarter as the big-
ger fish will be holding to
wood in deeper water and
will prefer structure near

enjoyed fishing

Guide Service.

Brandon Schwartz of Charlottesville

River with Brian Bodine, Razorback

have or know of a young-
ster that has expressed
an interest in deer hunt-
ing this season, Razor’s
doe hunts are a perfect
offering to not only instill
a love of hunting to our
youth, but will also fill
your freezer and that's a
win/win combination!
Mark your calendars
for August 4-6 and don’t
miss the 40% Annual Vir-
ginia Outdoor Sports-
man Show at the Mead-
ow Event Park, just off
95 in Doswell. Parking is
free, Adults are $10 and
kids age 12 and under
are free. This show also
hosts the 84th Annual
VPSA Virginia Big Game
Contest which is a big

the upper James

a creek mouth. Cast tight,

about 2-3 feet, to the structure using flukes
and senkos. Be patient and then be ready
to reel in your hog.

James River catfish anglers report find-
ing them in deeper holes during the day
and cruising the shallows as the sun sets.
Love or cut bait is the preferred offering this
time of year. Be sure your tackle is set up
to handle more weight than you think you'll
need because there are some massive cats
to be caught!

Razor alerted us that his trophy buck and
doe hunt dates are filling up fast. Check
your calendar, give him a call and secure
your date sooner rather than later. If you

draw for those of us who
love seeing the bounty of wildlife that are
harvested throughout the Commonwealth.
Lake Anna Outfitters is your source for
fishing and recreational kayaks. They have
sit-on-tops from Feel Free that you paddle
and pedal. They have Moken 10 V2 and
Moken 10 V2 Lite boats in stock as well as
a number of other models at their loca-
tion on Lake Anna at High Point Marina.
Chrissie McCotter

Razorback
Guide Service

SCOTTSVILLE, VIRGINIA
o

Now Booking FaII Deer
Hunts & James River
Fishing Trips!

434 960-5549 or visit

www.RazorbackGuideService.com

Water. Sports. Adventore.

Introducing a pedal drive
10 footer for under $1,400...
The Moken 10 V2 PDL

10'4" » 35" wide, weighs 72 Ibs. * 425 Ib. cap.
EZ Rider Seat, Uni-track rails, New Rapid Pedal Drive, Rapid
Steering System & Beaver Tail rudder

540.894.3540

High Point Marina On Lake Anna, VA

J A'ME S---.

125 marine grade 5
5052/aluminum
-'double-welded hull

w/10-year,warranty;
< 'tunnel{drive\withitrimj§

0 g

abs &lstick{steer. S /
wood'ﬁstamless steel hardware [110) r|vets = E
434/@86-4004 ww.james |verjets.co
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HUNTING LODGES/
OUTFITTERS

Hunt Moose,,,Bear &

Grousekm Mame.
. b

J’z‘é‘ﬁus.snss (Maine)
\wwwiLoonLlodgeMaine.com

TAXIDERMISTS

Now Accepting Deer!

NTA Member VA State Licensed

Located in Catlett, VA
540.788.1323 « 540.272.6610

WALN'S TAXIDERMY

Committed to Quality and Professional Excellence

RAPALEE TAXIDERMY

Since 1970

Ph/Fax 804-457-4138 4975 River Road West
Visit our Showroom Goochland, VA 23063

www.rapaleetaxidermy.com

Licensed with 30 yrs. experience

LABAN'STAXIDERMY

We do fish replicas!!!
6-10 wk turnaround time

Game
ggl't"j‘vg'féf‘ 540.967-0980 or 703.314-7228
fish, too! 175 Scott Lane, Louisa, VA 23093

FOR ALL YOUR UPHOLSTERY NEEDS!
BOAT, TRUCK OR CAR....
Parrish's Auto Upholstery

804.516.0197
Serving Central Virginia Since 1987

CUSTOM RODS

YOR SERVICES DIRECTORY

You Can Mail-In Or Drop Off Your Reels!

EEL REPAIR & CLEANING

2 miles from Green Top near Ashland!

2 L
Shimano Daiwa m
Call Dave at 804.366.2683

CUSTOM E’UDS THAT WOHK WITH YOU !

www.facebook.com/CatoctinCreekCustomRods
cc_customrods@yahoo.com

Custom Gunsmithing, Inc.

CUSTOM RIFLES - HANDGUN ACTION JOBS
BLUEING - BELGIUM BLUEING
SIGHT & SCOPE MOUNTING - GENERAL REPAIR
CUSTOM FIBERGLASS STOCKS - ENGRAVING
"Craftsmanship with Pride"
John Myer, Certified Gunsmith 11876 Lord Fairfax Hwy.
(540) 837-2598 Boyce, VA 22620

3 e
ADAM S 540.819.5874

custom rifle

Custom built Big Game, Long
Range Varmint, and Tactical Rifles.

Please call or email me to discuss
your next rifle project.
dennis@adamscustomrifles.com

ol In

ADVENTURE
TAXIDERMY

Where Taxidermy Is Our Passion...
Not Just A Job!

3688 Richmond Rd., Keswick, VA
www.adventuretaxidermy.net  434-244-5622

i
?‘#
bl

TAXIDERMY

Scott White 12123 Hope Rd.
Taxidermist Culpeper, VA
571.242.6069 22101

We have a space for
your business.
Call 540/894-3540 for affprdable
and effective OSD advertising!
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RV/CAMPER REPAIRS

« Service and repairs to all
types of recreational vehicles
+ On-site repairs

+ Parts & Accessories
12297 Washington Hwy.,
Ashland, VA 23005
RVofVA@aol.com
www.rvserviceofva.com

TANNERY TROLLING MOTORS

Cleaning and Repair on
Fresh & aItwaterReeIs

TACKLE & REEL REPAIR

Servicing Shimano, ABU Garcia, Quantum, Penn
&virtually all makes including baitcasting,
spinning and saltwater reels
8117 Ainsworth Ave
Ypringﬁeld,VA 22152

DominionTackle.com

703.644.5365V

drop off or mail in

FREDERICKSBURG VA ;&

- ,‘gclean/serwce/repalr all brands ik
W rod repairs/restoration o

- 540.419.3896

larrysrodandreelrepair@hotmail.com

"POP'S CUSTOM RODWORKS"
Repairs / Custom Work / Micros
Kistler Daiwa St.Croix

5051 Lakeland Ct.
Woodbridge, VA 22193
703.786.2776
douglas.fisher@usfoods.com
——

CASTING LESSONS

Get ready for your Alaska trip or just get better with

FLY GASTING LESSONS

From Andrew Stiles; A Certified Flycasting
Instructor that will travel to you!
Call for an appointment in DC, MD, VA, WV & NC

804.389.0812 andrew.stiles@verizon.net
www.mobileflycastinginstruction.com

i
Cape 62‘3

Kevin Webb MasterTanner
Skinning & Fleshing, Wet Or Dry Tan
www.tarheel/capeandhide.com
7409 Lake Myra Rd., Wendell, NC 27591

ROPELLER
DYNAMICS

STRAOLLIMNG MITOR RERAIT

—
Prince William, VA

JZER (00T

NN B04-706-1847
Contos

MOTORGUIDE QU FERTE]
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R SERVICES DIRECTORY

MarylandiBass
Adventures

owingo lake, Susque-

e Chesapeake Bay & all Tributaries

icense included - Half day or full day tri

experience bass fishing

To reserve your day
320 or email tombassman2@gmail.com

Capt. Tom Turner

GUIDED BASS FISHING ON
THE OUTER BANKS IS BACK!

with Captain David Ward

"Fish with me when you're at the beach.”

252-202-3112

www.backwateradventures.com

Citations
aranteed!

CHESAPEAKE U
SPORTFISH

Up to 5 anglers in

[ Backwater Adventurcf,'s1

Bass fishing on Kitty Hawk Bay
and North Carolina Rivers
USGC Captain David Ward

(252) 202-3112

backwateradventures.com
&23 Pinewood Acres Dr., Powells Point, NC 27966 J

Orange Troller

LLC
Lake Anna, VA

Striper/Rockfish Trolling Lessons

On the water with Capt. Johnny Ellis, USCG Lic Master

(540) 947-4007
www.OrangeTroller.com

We have a space for
your business.
Call 540/894-9144 for affordable
and effective OSD advertising!

O
Outdoor Calendar

Event listings are free for advertisers and non-profit organizations
or clubs. Deadline is 14th of the month before the month to appear.
Please send or email information you want to appear to: Woods
& Waters Notebook, 114 Old Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA 23024.
Send emails to: woodsandwatersmagazine @gmail.com

Fishing Tournaments

Every Sunday — Sunday Morning Bass Series — Lake Anna, Anna Point Marina/Fish Tales —
6-11am. Call Dave 540/840-6772.

EveryTuesday Night — Lake Anna Summer Series Tuesday Night OpenTeam BassTourna-
ment — Sturgeon Creek Marina, 6-9:30pm. Call 540/895-5095 or visit www.sturgeoncreek-
marina.com.

Every Friday Night — Lake Anna Summer Series Friday Night OpenTeam Bass Tournament
— Sturgeon Creek Marina, 6-9:30pm. Call 540/895-5095 or visit www.sturgeoncreekma-
rina.com.

August 5 — Bass Bandits of VirginiaTournament — Appomattox River, Hopewell Marina.
Email BassBanditsVirginia@gmail.com.

August 12 — Sturgeon Creek Marina Elite SeriesTournament — Lake Anna. 6am-12noon.
Call 540/895-5095. Or visit www.sturgeoncreekmarina.com.

August 12-13 - Jon Boat Elite Trail Tournament — Chickahominy Lake. Email bassn-
bucks60@gmail.com or follow on Facebook.

August 13 - Bass Bandits of VirginiaTournament — Pamunkey River. Email BassBandits-
Virginia@gmail.com.

August 19 — James RiverTackle Co.Tournament — Hopewell Marina, SL-3pm. Call Donnie
Bell 804/668-5866.

August 20 — Sturgeon Creek MarinaYouth SeriesTournament — Lake Anna. 6am-12noon.
Call 540/895-5095. Or visit www.sturgeoncreekmarina.com.

August 26 — PotomacTeamsTournament — Leesylvania State Park, SL-=3pm. Visit www.
PotomacTeams.com.

August 27 - Bass Bandits of VirginiaTournament — Roanoke Rapids Lake (Old Lake).
Email BassBanditsVirginia@gmail.com.

Sept 3 - Bass Bandits of VirginiaTournament — Nottoway River, Rt 258 General Vaughn
Bridge Boat Ramp. Email BassBanditsVirginia@gmail.com.

September 30 — Potomac River Battle Series Battle of the Border — Leesylvania State Park.
Visit the Facebook page for more information.

October 2 - Richmond Crappie Club Classic — Lake Gaston. Visit the Facebook page for
more information.

October 20-21 - Virginia Elite 70 Fall Classic — Lake Gaston. Visit www.vaelite70.com.

Outdoor Shows/Community Events

August 4-6 — 40th Annual Virginia Outdoor Sportsman Show — Meadow Event Park, Do-
swell, VA. Adults $10, kids 12 & under are free. Visit www.SportsmanShow.com.
August 4-6 — 84th Annual VPSA Virginia Big Game Contest. Held in conjunction with the
Virginia Outdoor Sportsman Show. Meadow Event Park, Doswell, VA. $20/entry. Visit
www.vpsa.org for more information and to review the Virginia Big Game Contest Rules.

August 26 & 27 - 1st Annual Appomattox Outdoor Expo — Spring Grove Events Center,
4414 Spring Grove Rd., Appomattox, VA 24522. Admission $10, kids 12 & under are free.
Visit www.AppomattoxEvents.com.

September 8 — Fredericksburg Ducks Unlimited 52nd Annual Beef & Crab Feast — 3pm.

Fredericksburg Fairgrounds, 2400 Airport Avenue. Purchase tickets online www.ducksun-
limited.myeventscenter.com. Email ChairmanFredDU @gmail.com.
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COUNTRY Virginia Roalty

Virginia Realty

Serving Virginia from the Shenandoah Valley to the
Carolina line...from the Blue Ridge Mountains to the
Chesapeake Bay.

434.374.2011 www.ucvirginiarealty.com



