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RIGHMOND 0

FiSHING EXP
JAN. 19 - 21, 2024

Meadow Event Park - Doswell, Va

It's Once A Year.....
e DONtMiss IE ! 1]

STOCK UP
On Truckloads Of DISCOUNTED Named Brand
Fishing Tackle

SOATS
“RIGGED P HEAD (*
Check Out the Latest the Industry
has to offer with the BEST Pricing
available this season,

Dozens of Seminars Every Day

So Plan on Spending the Weekend.
Your Ticket's Good All 3 Days...

%am - Tpm ADULTS 810

Tlckets & Details at 9am - Gpm %‘&ﬁ EE

WWw.vaboatshows.com o

N Friday

Perfect Christmas Gift | Stocking Stuffer
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. L “Visit the dealershlp and ask about the s
Woods & Waters Off-Road Edition Silverado Package" :

EnterThe2023  BlG BASS = BIG PRIZE  mowenick

Wi Recei headquar{ei’ s
mners necerve...

c 0 u ntr c h evy A Country Chevy hoodie, Country Chevy t-shirt, »f 01., Ceﬂt::'l

B I G B s S W2 cap and $50 Green Top Gift Card. Virginia.:
CONTEST

To Enter...

Snap a photo of your big bass and as well
as record the weight and email it to us at =
woodsandwatersmagazine@gmail.comor <«
postit to our Facebook or Instagram pages.
We'll judge all entries based on weight. §
Contest runs through December 31,2023.

2022 Winner
Rodney Stubbs
with 13-12 Ib.
bass caught
March 2022 Visit us today!
SALES (540) 347-9000
; Cﬁrtifi e d Visit a dealership that welcomes SERVIIICEE ( 540) ?_? 5-4501
anglers, hunters and families that just ast Lee 6
USED VEHICLES - enjoy the woods and waters! Warrenton, VA 2018 .
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LOWRANCE

Experience next-level
fish finding with...

o |

complet;:' bow-to-stern control

T— Em—— -
1 .

Featuring,the ultimate clarity of.enhanced

LOWRANCE sonar, the'l Iatest C-Map.chartsiand,

come




find us...

FiSHING EXP

January 19 - 21, 2024

wwwhmdfhgp om

tleals at the show ant

I-SIOTS.. GREEN TOP
Start your

BﬂSﬂﬂW momssion,

M-F 9am-7pm « SAT 8am-6pm « SUN 9am-5pm

www.GreenTopHuntFish.com
10150 Lakeridge Parkway | Ashland, Virginia 23005




TOURNAMENT RESULTS
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ournament Trail

The 2024 tournament schedule
has been set: March 23 SML, April
6th Lake Anna, April 20 Chowan
River, May 4 James River, July
13 Potomac and October 18-19
Buggs Island Jackson Hudson
Memorial. For more information
visit www.vaelite70.com.

2023 VA Elite 70 Team of the Year, Greg
Cooper and Don Wheeler.

The 2024 Elite 70 Alpha Seriesis a
brand new individualtournament
trail that will visit three popular
fisheries during prime times.

The season kicks off Saturday,
March 3 at Buggs Island out of
Occoneechee State Park. Next up
isavisittothetidal JamesRiveron
Saturday, May 18 out of Hopewell
Marina.The final event of the sea-
son will be held Saturday, July 27
on the tidal Potomac River out of
Smallwood State Park.

Entry fee is $500 per event. Pro-
jected payout based on 70 boats
follows: 1st-$10,000, 2nd - $5,000,
3rd-$3,000,4th-$2,300, 5th-$2,000,
6th-$1,800,7th-$1,500,8th-$1,200,
9th - $1,000, 10th - $900, 11th - $800,
12th - $700, 13th - $600.

For more information visit www.
vaelite70.com.

Sturgeon Creek Marina’s

Sixteen teams battled it out
December 19 in Week 5 of the
Sturgeon Creek Marina Winter
Series on Lake Anna. They faced
foggy conditions and a few light
showers late, however some fine
bags of bass were brought to the
scales.

Being no strangers to being on
top, the team of Eric Johnson
and Nate Sullivan won the event
with a 1748 Ibs. They also made
moves on the YTD standings.

[ERES

WINTER S ERIES
=

They now claim second place to
the team of Rob Grike and Bobby
Fincham, who also had a stellar
day finishing second with 16.97
Ibs. Roband Bobby have a nearly
18-poundYTD lead. The team of
Neville Green and Stephen Lanier
brought in a heavy bucketmouth
weighing in at 7.24 Ibs. Their to-
tal weight was 14.95 also good
enough for third.

For more info visit www.face-
book.com/sturgeoncreekmarina.

6
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VA/NC Crappie Trail

The third event of the 2023-24
Bobcats Bait &Tackle VA/NC Crap-
pieTrailwas held December2.The
team of Tyler and Ricky Trent took
firstwith 10.98 Ibsand won $1,336.

The remaining events will be
held Jan. 27, Feb. 24 and March
9. The Classic will be held April
19-20. The circuit draws some of
the best crappie anglers in the
mid-Atlantic region.For more
info visit www.facebook.com/
bobscatsbaitandtackle.

~£% TOURNAMENT RESULTS

Ay WA C

RIVER BATTLE

SE R E45

2024 Events
Saturday, MARCH 9
LAKE ANNA BIG BASS BATTLE
out of Anna Point Marina

Sunday, APRIL 21 - Potomac River
Sunday, MAY 5 - Potomac River
Sunday, JUNE 23 - Potomac River

Sundayi, July 14 - Potomac River
Sunday, AUGUST 4 CHAMPIONSHIP
Potomac River
SATURDAY OCT 26TH BATTLE OF
THE BORDER MDVSVA

Potomac River Launch Site Is
LEESYLVANIA STATE PARK

COST PER EVENT:

BIG BASS BATTLE ENTRY FEE $200
REGULAR SEASON EVENT $120
CHAMPIONSHIP $240
BATTLE OF THE BORDER MDVSVA $250
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $25/ PERSON

For info vist https://www.facebook.com/
groups/506011516456358/

ﬁo DUEE{EHJBJWU[S?”’

—-John Doe, Vlrgmlatournamentangler ——

@ﬂ REDAT(D

215"/ Iength /99" beam /50 gal fuel cap./1 975 Ibs dry wght/250 max h*

February 24-25
Western Branch Reservoir

March 16-17
Northwest River

April 27 & 28
Chowan River Classic*

June 1-2
Roanoke Rapids Reservoir

July 6-7
Chlckahommy River

July 8-9
Northwest River

August 17-18
Lake Cahoon/Meade

September 14-15
Roanoke River

Off limits period will be Monday prior
to tournament til tournament day.
*Must have qualified from 2023 season.

20 horsepower | maxlmum * Singl e man trail
« Each event will be 2-days  $100 entry
$1D 5 each day of tournament) fur big fish
10 will go towards Classic awari
Contact Brad Webb at
bassnbucks60@gmail.com or
call 757.803.3255

r— — — — — "
50t SEASON |

| Wmmr-,mrxu

|  OPEN BASS |
TOURNAMENTS

| LAUNCHING FROM
LEESYLVANIA STATE PARK, VA.

March 23 April 13
| April 27 May 11 June 22 |
July 20 Aug. 17 Sept. 21
Two-Day Oct. 19-20* |

| *A Team must have fished 5 tournaments
to fish Oct. 19-20*
ENTRY FEE: $120/Team includes
| $10 Lunker fee |
$20 Will be held back for year end
and team cost.
| *The Oct. 19-20 Entry Fee: $200 |
with a 100% payback
5 FISH LIMIT PER TEAM
| HOURS: 6:00am or SAFE LIGHT, |
NLT 6:30am til-3:00pm
Check Web site for start times
Registration ends 10 minutes prior to blast off.
| Teams must sign registration/release form. |
For results see http://www.potomacteams.com
89% of $90 fee paid in cash back at each event
One place paid for each six boats, |
100 percent of $10 lunker fee paid back;
Register at site or pre-register for early release
number by sending check or money order 10
days prior to: Bob Pettey, Tournament Director,
13427 Greenacre Drive,
Woodbridge, VA 22191, Home 703-491-3321
Cell 703-577-1304, Email:rpettey @comcast.net

WWW.POTOMACTEAMS.COM

-—-.-._ -

4915 County Dr., Disputana, VA * www.propellerdynamicsva.com
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F E B 3 _11 PA FARM SHOW COMPLEX
. HARRISBURG, PA

Make your plans for the Great American Outdoor

Show; a 9-day event celebrating hunting, fishing,

and outdoor traditions treasured by millions of

Americans! The show features 1,000 exhibitors,

over 200 FREE seminars and demos, and tons
of family-friendly activities for all ages!

GET YOUR
TICKETS NOW!

wiww GReATAMERICANOUTDOORS HOW.ORE

650,000 SQ. FI. GF
EXHIBIT HALLS
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REAL
PEOPLE.
LIVE

INSTRUCTION.

JAMIE APONTE
TONY BASSO
BEAU BEASLEY
GEORGE DANIEL
JOHN DEMUTH
KIRK DEETER
GARY DUBIEL

MIKE HECK

CILLA JOHMNSON
EOB LINDGQUIST
STEVE MALDONADO
JULIE MATTSON
LANDON MAYER
KIM RANALLA

TOM ROSENBAUER
ALLEN RURP

IAN & CHARITY RUTTER
JENA SMOLKO
ANGELICA TALAN

TIM URTIAGA

ASHLEY WILMONT
SHANNON YOUNG

2024 SPONSORS

STEAM BELL"
BEER WORKS

ENT

ol An
—\/irginia
Fly Fishing
:;l.& WINE FESTIVAL
“%" January 13-14, 2024

* Doswell, Virginia

vaflyfishingfestival.com

ERTO

VIRGINIA
FLY CASTING
COMPETITION

Win a Hardy Fly Rod!

7 =
o
TROUT Harman's Log Cabins
UNLIMITED R, Y . Al
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2024 OUTDOOR
SHOW PREVIEW

= Find which outdoor shows are coming to your
= area this winter. C.C. MCCOTTER
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The Area Sportsman’s Authority For Over 35 Years

>

]

| - - v | I N A
.NEW BASS BOATS
From Bass Cat to Xpress here’s what’s coming
: to area showrooms. C.C. MCCOTTER

. NEW TACKLE

ABU Garcia to ZOOM and many
! baits in between! C.C.MCCOTTER

NEW OUTBOARDS

Electric outboards are coming to a boat near
: you soon! C.C.MCCOTTER

LB

_H S

5U

The trolling motor category gains players and i! .
Lowrance is all new again. C.C.MCCOTTER 9 Vi | O

. Plus... . Departments
;LOT: 8 Harrisburg Show i 6 TOURNAMENT RESULTS
ez 9 VA Fly Fishing Show i 8 FIRST CAST
ol = 13 VA ELITE 70 i 9 OUTDOOR MARKETPLACE
gE 30 Shooting OId Birds i 10 READER LETTERS
A 32 Ish Monroe i 30 WINGEDWISDOM
i 32 HOOK,LINE & THINKER
{ 34 REALESTATE
3 i 41 CHICKAHOMINY TIDES
Reglonal Reports i 49 POTOMAC RIVER TIDES
40 Chickahominy Lake/River ~ 50 Potomac River i 56 OUTDOOR DIRECTORY

42 Richmond/James 52 NW River/Back Bay 57 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

44 Lake Anna 53 Saltwater

48 Smith Mountain Lake 54 ShenandoahValley i

49 Buggs Island/Gaston 55 Upper James
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Staff

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
C.C. McCotter

MANAGING EDITOR
Christine McCotter

PUBLISHER
Woods & Waters Publishing, LC

DEPT. EDITORS
Aaron Ball - Adventure
Travis Stauch - Waterfow!
Peter Brookes - Fly Fishing
Kate Ahnstrom - Wingshooting
Robert Runnett - Hunting
Chris Gorsuch - River Fishing

STAFF WRITERS
Walter V. Claxton « Steve Chaconas
Aaron Ball » Peter Brookes * Kate Ahnstrom
Robert Runnett « Chris Gorsuch
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Aaron Ball Clint Gray ~ Robert Runnett
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DEADLINE for February edition
is Friday, January 12

Woods and Waters Publishing, L.C. is not
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a result of any technical information or advice in

the magazine.The contents do not necessarily
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Magazine, 114 Old Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA
23024. Editorial material is welcome but cannot
be guaranteed unless exclusive.

£ ©
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BACON FARMS

UPLAND HUNTING DUNDAS, VA
GUN DOG TRAINING

“Join us this season for an experience of a lifetime.”
Reservations available from September 2023 - March 2024

oy
)

§ | LN TPy 20T WAL 2

. li&f{“h\ “i\‘ f\ -UPLAND HUNTING
INUADAL ORSe As AR A, FL )

A LW SR R aR (‘nﬁk -GUN DOG TRAINING

AR PHKS: -PHEASANT RING SHOOTS

L
AL
8

-CORPORATE EVENTS
-FUNDRAISERS
JACOB BACON

434.774.6567
BACONFARMS11@GMAIL.COM
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Full Steam Ahead To 2024 And Show Season

Happy new year and welcome to our annual What’s New?/Show

Special edition. This is an issue you read in front of the fire or
woodstove and learn about much of what you'll see in showrooms
and stores this coming season.

Between our covers this month you'll find everything new in
boats from Bass Cat to Xpress, everything new in outboards, in
tackle from ABU Garcia to ZOOM, as well as all the new electron-
ics you'll want to consider for your boat this year.

I'm here to tell you this edition is the perfect buying tool (as it
has been for the past 37 years) since we put together articles on
everything new for bass fishing. While only our marketing partner
dealers are highlighted in each boat section, we do cover nearly all
boat lines available in the region and have a big welcome sign out
to dealers wanting in on this great collaboration.

There’s all that, plus a great listing of tournament schedules, our
monthly columnists (Ahnstrom, Gorsuch and Chaconas), our
famous Regional Focus Reports, tournament schedules, Tide/
Moon Charts, Calendar of Events and an expanded Destinations
section with a bunch of new outstanding real estate listings geared
toward outdoor enthusiasts like you!

Information is what we provide. It’s a passion and you should be
able to tell this as you read.

If you like what you have seen, make it a habit to pick up a copy
at any one of the over 75 shops around the state that carry W2 OR
you can have it sent to your mailbox by signing up for a subscrip-
tion at www.woodsandwatersmagazine.com.

Don't forget the website is all new. You can read the entire maga-

zine online or just browse the articles and Regional Focus Reports.

Before I go I wanted to also welcome the Gray family to Virginia
and note that I think I speak for all of us when I say we look forward
to the Richmond Fishing Expo at the Meadow Event Park in Do-
swell January 19-21 (See the ad on page 2). We will have a nice dis-
play set up offering our W2 caps, tees and lightweight hoodies, and
Fitt Premium Lures, so I invite you to stop by. If you are a subscriber,
I'll give you a W2 sticker.

At this show you’ll be able to visit with many of our marketing
partners and yours truly will be doing the New Product Showcase
seminars on the bass tank.

Until next time, remember to cherish,
protect and conserve the outdoors while
sharing it with others.

Snap here to visit
woodandwatersmagazine.com

Indicate card used GREAT
o™ gift idea

O VISA

[ indicate ity Readers Do It Outside!

Now you don’t have to miss a single issue. Get a one or two-year
subscription started today and have the region’s top hunting and
fishing magazine delivered to your home. Each month W2 s filled
with great articles featuring new product information, events,
destinations, fishing and hunting reports from all over the region.
I:l Subscribe for one year (12 issues) & get the
Woods & Waters Truck/Boat Sticker!

PAY JUST $'| 550 FOR 12 ISSUES

UBCRIBE!

Name
Address
City State ZIP
CC# Exp. CVV# ____
Email:
I:l Subscribe for 2 years (24 issues and get two
W&W boat/truck stickers!

PAY JUST $2 550 FOR 24 ISSUES

For credit card orders, go to www.woodsandwatersmagazine.com. Make checks payable to Woods & Waters Magazine:

Woods & Waters Magazine, 114 Old Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA 23024
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FQIIow 75 e thg best teams in the NEW FOR 2024...
< | region as theyfish the 2024

ELITE7O

The quest forTOTY begins March 23rd...

__; \_&'\"";—:ﬁ_ = i Lt Yy _ ,‘. gsﬁand Occoneechee State Park
T g = SatiMlay 18 = James River - Hopewell Marina

River - Smallwood State Park

An indlividual tournament Series
_____ : B iliténded to test our best!

Sample Payout based on 70 boats

1st - $10,000 |
2nd - $5,000
3rd - $3,000 !
4th - $2,300 1
o s . n 5th - $2,000 >
Sat. March 23 - Smith Mountain Lake - SML State Park:-_:,a— ! 3::: i:':gg ::c
Sat. April 6 - Lake Anna - Anna Point Marina :'r'_: L Bl  oih - $1:200 E:-
Sat. April 20 - Chowan River - Edenton i — = 9th-$1,000 i E
Sat. May 4 - James River - Hopewell Marina B _'- 10th - $900 E
Sat., July 13 - Potomac River - Smallwood State Park =" _._.-':-_-__-1'-_ - 1th - $800 &
Oct. 18-19 Fall Classic - Buggs Island/Jackson Hudson Memorial = " SSSZiREIl r
: s R T3th $600 I"i
WWW. .com .
-

Facebook.com/VAELITE70

A

Photo by Ed Dustin




Showmasters

Gun Shows..
P.O. Box 10277 Blacksburg, VA 24062
(540) 951 - 1344 | [540) 851 - 2344
info@ShowmastersGunShaws.com
www. Showmasters GunShows.com

www.ThaNationsGunShow.com
www,SportsmanShow.com

Dulles Expo Center - Chantilly, VA

THE NATIONS GUN SHOW

SRR, - Feb. 2,3 & 4, 2024
renRegr  April 19,20 & 21, 2024
June 14, 15 & 16, 2024

Richmond Raceway Complex - Richmond, VA

RICHMOND GUN SHOW

January 6 -7, 2024

Mylan Park - Morgantown, WV

MORGANTOWN GUN SHOW

January 20 - 21, 2024

Augusta Expo = Fishersville, VA

FISHERSVILLE GUN SHOW

January 27 - 28, 2024

Monroeville Convention Center - Monroeville, PA

PITTSBURGH GUN SHOW

February 10-11, 2024

Rockingham Co. Fairgrounds - Harrisonburg, VA

SHENANDOAH VALLEY
GUN SHOW

February 17 - 18, 2024

DERILLS

Custom Built Quality
Outdoor Barbeque Products

Since 1989

Pig Cookers / Patio Grills
Insulated & Offset Smokers

National Guard Armory = Fairmont, WV

FAIRMONT GUN SHOW

February 17 - 18, 2024

Meadow Event Park - Doswell, VA

VIRGINIA OUTDOOR SPORTSMAN SHOW

August 2, 3 & 4, 2024

e ———————————————
Ocean City Convention Center - Ocean City, MD

OCEAN CITY GUN SHOW

September 21 - 22, 2024

*Visit our website for full show listings
ALWAYS CONFIRM DATES BEFORE TRAVELING!

FOR MORE INFO
1-252-236-4464

www.bqgrills.com
Located: 6043 Hwy 301N
Elm City, NC 27822

dearw2

ElectriciBluegill

W Available in Limited Quatities!

14 woodsandwatersmagazine.com| January 2024

e Custom
Orders
* Repaints

804.338.0433

tigercrankbaits@gmail.com

DearW2,

On a recent float trip to the Shenandoah River
Ashley Roan and | caught over 20 largemouth
and smallmouth bass and lucked into two musky
on light tackle; 15-8 braid to a fluorocarbon
leader.

Brad Carter
Woodstock, Virginia

Congratulations on the Shenandoah Hat Trick,
Brad. Good to see the river is doing well! - ED

Gordetines e"
Guidelines
We welcome your correspondence and
photos. Letters must be sent to our office (114
Old Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA 23024). Others
email us (woodsandwatersmagazine @gmail.
com). Paper photos cannot be returned. If we
run your letter or email and you include your

address, we will send you one of our truck/
boat stickers.
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Dear Woods & Waters,

Would you please put me in the magazine for
the doe i got onThanksgiving hunting with a
shotgun in Hanover County.

Larry Boykin
Richmond, Virginia

Order Your Small Boat
Outboard Today! ™ safordebe §
boards available in

Ed Allen's Boats & Bait the region!

804.966.5368 TOHATSU
1965 Allen Rd., Lanexa, VA Feel the Wind™

Woods & Waters Multi-Purpose Boat For Sale

‘21 TRACKER Grizzly 2072 MVX Center
Console w/115 Merc 4-Stroke, Minn Kota
iPilot Ulterra, 2 networked Humminbird DF,
battery charger, tndm axl trlr. Great do-
anything boat! $31,599 540/894-3540

Snap here to visit the
Woods & WatersYouTube Channel!l

Outdoor Moments

Richard Stubler

“Blow your nose again, Hank;
I think you turned those geese!”

February 10™ & 11t 2024 at
Augusta Expoland Fishersville Va

Scheduled to present on the Seminar stage

Learn from the Regional Pros!
9-5 on Saturday 9-3 Sunday, 5$5.00 adnission, Kids under 8 Free

1" 50 Kidson each day will receive agoodie bag.
New & Used Taclde-Guides-Boat & More

Hosting by Ausnsta County Bass
achmsjory@vaboo.com
5§40-910-0078

January 2024 | woodsandwatersmagazine.com
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BY C.C.MCCOTIER

he days are short, the weather can

be rough for fishing, the NFL and

huntingseasonsare ending. What

todo? It'stimeto getoftthe couch,
grab your crew and head to an outdoor show.
With so many to choose from you can surely
fit at least one in your schedule this year. And
if you're looking to sell some of the gear you
justnever use thenyou'reinluck, too, withlots
of flea markets that want you as a seller. Just
remember this; ifyoudon’tgo, youdon'tknow.
You don’'t know about a new bait your buddy
secretlyfound, anewtechnique demonstrated
on a tank, a new place to fish or a new activity
to enjoy with a young person.

First in the line up this season is the Freder-
icksburg Boat & Watersports Expo which is
held at the Fredericksburg Expo & Confer-
ence Center January 12-14. Whether it sails,
paddles, skis or boats you will find it all from
the area’s best boat dealers all together under
oneroof. Admissionis $10 and $9 for seniors,
military and first responders. Save time and
money by purchasing your tickets online at
https:/ /www.fredericksburgexpocenter.com/

boat—water—sports—expo

[ T —

BIVER SEMMARS

E__{f

=

tdo

The Virginia Fly Fishing & Wine Festival is
January 13-14 at the Meadow Event Park in
Doswell, Virginia and is a not-to-miss show for
boththewell-seasoned flyfisherman, thenovice
fly flisherman, and everyone in between. Want
to learn to tie flys or maybe you're experienced
but want to glean a few tips from the pros you
candothathere. Perfectyour castingtechnique?
Yes, you can do that here as well and the best
part is all casting classes are held inside. Visit
www.VAFlyFishingFestival.com and explore
their very informative website that lists all of
thelectures and classes, the schedule of events,
exhibitor lists and participating wineries and
more. Youare encouraged tosignup for classes
inadvance online where you canalso purchase
your tickets which are $30 for a weekend pass
or $20 for either Saturday or Sunday. Ticket
holders that are 21 and over can enjoy a free
wine tasting. Children 16 and under are free
with a paying adult and this applies no matter
how many children you have.

The Richmond Fishing Expo returns January
19-21tothe Meadow EventParkin Doswelland
will have the largest array of tackle combined
with some of the finest professional talent
around offering “aweekend offishing overload”.

If it’s made to catch fish, you'll probably find

[

or She

it here including boats, tackle, apparel, acces-
sories and excellent seminars on the Bass Tub
including the Woods & Waters New Product
Showcase.

Pros scheduled to attend include two-time
BASS Masters Elite Series pro Tim Horton,
and MLF Tour pro Bryan Thrift.

You'lllove this show not only for the gear and
the boatsbutalso for the knowledge you’ll gain
by listening to the best of the best in salt and
freshwater fishing,

This is a family friendly event with a Kid’s
Trout Pond and Kid’s Casting Contest. Show
hours are Friday and Saturday 9am-7pm and
Sunday 10am-Spm. Admissionis $9foradults,
$8 for senior & military, $S for kids ages 6-12
and kids five and under are free. Admission is
good for all three days aslong as you pick up a
return pass.www.RichmondFishingExpo.com

The 30th annual Monaghan Fishing Show
will be held January 27-28 at the Monaghan
Twp. Volunteer Fire Department in Dillsburg,
Pennsylvania. This is a huge flea market type
of event with a Kid’s Casting Contest, free ap-
praisals on old fishing tackle, seminar speakers
and more. Hours are 8am to 4pm Saturday and
9am to 2pm Sunday. Admission is $4 with all
proceedsbenefitting the Monaghan Fire Dept.

“It’s time to get of the couch, grab your crew and head to an outdoor show.”

woodsandwatersmagazine.com | January 2024
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)W Preview

Visit www.monaghanfishingshow.com for more
information.

January 27 is the date for the local favorite, the
Fraternal Order of the Eagles #4123 Fishing Flea
Market located on Cool Spring Road in Freder-
icksburg from 8am-1pm. Here you'll find tackle
dealers, guide services and tables full of gear and
lures that need to find a new home. Admission is
just$3andkidsunder 12 are free withall proceeds
benefiting Eagle 4506 Outer Banks.

The region’s largest and most diverse outdoor
showis the nine-day “Harrisburg Show”. Officially
called the Great American Outdoor Show and
hosted bythe NationalRifle Association thisevent
runs February 3-11.

The Great American Outdoor Showis the largest
sports and outdoor show in the country, celebrat-
ing the hunting, fishing, and outdoor traditions
treasured by millions of Americans and their
families.

The 650,000 square foot Pennsylvania Farm
Complex Show will feature nine halls of nearly
1,100 exhibitorsincluding 400 outfitters, shooting
manufacturers, outfitters, boats, RVs, hunting and
fishing retailers and much more. Music, over 200
seminars, archery competitions, demonstrations,
raffles and prizes make it fun for the entire family.

Tickets to the show are available at the door, but
you can skip the ticket lines by purchasing them
online. Adult admission is $15, $13 for seniors,

kids ages 6-12 are $9, a group pass (10 or more)
is $13/ticket and a two day pass is $26.
www.GreatAmericanOutdoorShow.org

February 3 from 8am to 1pm is the date and
time for the annual Bass Fishing Flea Market now
called the Dale City Bass Tackle Show and run by
Horizon Bass Anglers Club at the Hillendale Fire
Dept. in Dale City, Virginia. Rent a table for just
$35 or come and see what’s available for just $5
admission (kids 12 & under are free). Anglers
and their families love this show and return year
after year to see what’s available. Visit www.NH-
BAYouthFoundation.weebly.com.

The annual Augusta County Fishing Expowillbe
held February 10-11 at the Augusta Expoland in
Fishersville, Virginia. You'll find alarge collection
ofbothnewand used fishingtackle dealers, guides
and various regional anglers offering insight into
fishing techniques and fishing destinations with
presentations on the Woods & Waters Seminar
Stage. Show hours are 9-5 both days. If you'd like
to be an exhibitor contact Doug Fitzgerald at
acbassjons@yahoo.com.

February 10 is also the 34th annual Rapidan
Trout Unlimited Fishing Showheldin Warrenton,
Virginia at the Highland School. Inside you’ll find
everything fly fishing from vendors, seminars, fly
tyingto casting demonstrations. Admissionisjust
$5. www.rapidantu.org %

“Visit Our Displays at
the Richmond
Fishing Expo

for the Baits and
Brands You Don’t
Find Elsewhere!”

- Tackle Guru, Lin Bell

Special Run ZOOM Colors
MEGABass - MEGABass BFS
CAST US OG Herring,
Prodigy Swimbaits& Echo FFS Baits
Shimano Mastiff Line - Izorline
CORE Tackle Hover Rigs
Gambler - Crush It Gel
The 210 Wakebait - Crush City
Dep’s Buzzjet Jr. - BKK Hooks
Daiwa reels - Shimano Reels
St. Croix Seviin Reels
Rico Lures - Sunline
Yamamoto Baits - Berkley
A Selection of Swimbaits
A Selection of Topwater Frogs
Beastcoast - Jackall Baits
Rapala Mavrick Jerkbait
Crush City - Evergreene

757-566-1278
7812-A Richmond Rd.

Toano, Va. 23168
(Near Williamsburg)
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| What’s New?

BASS BOATS

BY C.C. MCCOTTER

ave we seen the peak in bass
boat prices? For several years
itseemedlike the priceswould
never stop rising. 2024 could be the year
where they stop as manufacturers caught
up with demand last year and inventories
are much better. Inflation is ebbing slowly
as well. Will manufacturers lower prices?
There are some interest rate deals (mostly
on Bass Pro Shops brand boats) and spe-
cial offers that do lower your overall cost
to purchase out there, but bass boats have
become expense just like everything else
that burns gas and moves.

It appears the 21" bass boat craze is slow-
ingabitwith manymanufacturersfocusing
their 2024 efforts on 20’ models with 250
hp outboards that permit a slightly lower
price point. Keep that in mind as you shop
around.

Another bass boat trend we are seeing
across the top brands include the incor-
poration of a shelf in the driver’s console
where two large screen electronics can be
mounted.

Here’s what you can expect to see at the
winter boat shows and at area dealers’
showrooms this spring

Skeeter ZRX20

Bass Cat

With 10 models to choose from all manu-
facturedin Mountain Home, Arkansas, Bass
Cat has always set itself apart from other
boat builders. New for 2024 is the Caracal
STS aboat that positions itself in the high
end 20’ bass boat segment at 202" long,
96”wide, weighing 1,890 pounds, with a
52-gallon fuel capacity (twin tanks) and
300 max hp rating. The boat comes with
plenty of standard features including Hum-
minbird electronicsand aMinn Kota Ulterra
trolling motor, 28-ounce carpet, 4 gauge
trolling motor wiring, Hydro Turf on the
cockpit floor, triangular livewell openings,
understeat storage, coinbox step up to back
deck and step up to front deck cooler, a
unique front deck center storage compart-
ment, adjustable trollilng motor foot pedal
placement and room for two fishfinders on
the bow, plus six stainless steel cupholders
throughout the boat.

Caymas

Earl Bentz is back in the boat building
business with Caymas. The company was
founded in 2018 and the boats are built in
their own Ashland City, Tennessee plant.
Bentzwasapioneerboatracer/boatbuilder
that created bass boat companies like Hy-

draSports, Stratos, Javelinand Tritonand he’s
taken all he’s learned over his many years in
theindustryand produced the Caymas fresh
and saltwater hulls.

THE CX20is the fastest model in Caymas’
line of premium tournamentbass boats. The
CX 20 hull is 20" 4” in length and sports a
96” beam. Most anglers are powering the
CX 20 with a 250hp outboard and enjoying
speeds over 75 mph. Order the Caymas CX
20 Pro and the boat will arrive at the dealer
with a Lowrance® HDS 9 LIVE at the bow,
a Lowrance® HDS 9 LIVE at the console,
Lowrance® 2-IN-1 Active Imaging, Low-
rance Point-1 antenna, the NEMA harness,
Ethernetcable, Oxygen Innovationslivewell
system, Keel protector, a custom boat cover
and a dual disc brake upgrade on trailer.
All Caymas CX 20 models are equipped
with industry-first Hi-Speed pickup aerator
pumps. This pump continuesto add freshwa-
ter into your livewells while you are running
down the lake.

Caymas also offers 18, 19 and 21-foot CX
bass boat models.

Falcon

DowninNewberry, South Carolina thereis
arelativelynewbassboatbuilderthatregional
anglers have taken a shine to. Falcon offers

“It appears the 21’ bass boat trend is slowing a bit with many manufacturers
focusing their 2024 efforts on 20’ models with 250 hp outboards...”
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Ikon LX21

hulls of 21, 20, 19 and 18], the most
popularofwhichisthe F20 Predator.
At 202" long, 99” wide with a hull
weight of 1,890 pounds, 50-gallon
fuel tank and 250 maximum hp rat-
ingthisboathaulsbass. Thisboat has
rocker-style switches throughout, a
sliding tackle tray in the fiberglass
center bow storage compartment,
a step cooler to the front deck, a
dry box that holds two, Plano 3600
boxes in front of the passenger seat,
6 mm foam decking in the cockpit,
storage compartment, stepup toback
deck between driver and passenger
seats and chrome trailer fenders.
A number of additional standard
features including, LED courtesy
lights, LED compartment lights,
LED livewell light, LED lights on
front deck, custom cover, Minn Kota
Ultrex 112 iPilot Link with MDI
and Humminbird Solix 10 and 12
units make the F20 Predator a great
tournament boat.

Take a look at the 2023 Falcons at
Propeller Dynamics in Prince Wil-
liam, Virginia. 804.706-1847.

iKon

This is a new player in the high-end
bass boat market (debuted in 2023)
designed with pro angler Jacob
Wheeler and Brent Butler. The hull
design is said to be rooted in the
old Hydrasports heritage, if you can
remember that far back!

CurrentlythereareLX20and LX21
models and a VLX model said to be
coming thisspring. The closestdealer
in in South Carolina.

The LX20is20’10” long, 98” wide,
has a 50-gallon fuel tank and will ac-
commodate up to 250 hp. The boat
does have some interesting aspects
including a hull that flairs out at the
cockpitfromthestern—theycallitthe
Hydrodynamic Stabalizer System.
Icondidthistoincorporate saltwater
boat strategies for stability, comfort
andspeed. Twinreardeck L2 Latonia
livewells are gelcoated in light blue

with insulated cooler-like lids. This
innovative, first-in-class, automated
livewell system controls auto-fill,
auto-maintain-fill, auto-circulate,
auto-oxygenation, auto-inject fish
additive,and evenauto-temp. Thelid
and cavity shape designs, united with
theintegration controlsmechanisms
and a left-fit chiller plate, produce
a healthy environment with anti-
sloshing for fish to survive with only
careatthe click ofhelm controls. You
can also fill your livewall bag with
something called a quick connect
fill system. The boat also features a
cavernous front deck center tackle
storage compartment (said to hold
up to 50 tackle boxes) and twin rod
lockers (said to be able to handle 36
rods), step up to front deck Yeti-like
insulated cooler, coinbox step up to
back deck storage, suspended buck
seats, twin rear storage compart-
ments (all storage compartments
are considered “ultra-dry” with tall
gutter system) and gull wing doors
to access the battery compartment.
The console has a touch screen
for many functions including the
livewell system.

The Icon LX20 is just over $100K.
The LX21 is over $120K.

Lund

This Minnesota-based boat manu-
facturer has perhaps more models
than any other boat builder in the
world. There are boat options for
bass, crappie, muskie, walleye, bay,
great lakes, utility and hunting.

The most intriguing options for area
anglers are the Pro-V Bass XS, the
Renegade and Predator lines.

The Pro-V Bass XS is available in
18 and 20 models. The 1875 XS was
madepopularbyJonB ofthe Googan
Squad, who used it during the film-
ing of many of his popular YouTube
shows. The 1875 XS is 18’9” long,
96”wide, holds 39 gallons offueland
will handle up to 200 hp. The 2075
XS§20’10” long, 96” wide, holds 49

gallons of fuel and up to 250 hp.

The Renegade Lund line is posi-
tioned to compete against Tracker
with17,18and 19’models. The 1975
is 19°9” long, 95” wide, holds 32 gal-
lons offuel, weighs 1,520 poundsand
takes up to 150 hp on a modified v
hull. The back deck has unique, dual
pop-up seats set just outside the pas-
sengerand driver seatsthatalsoserve
aslids to rear storage compartments.
The cockpit floor is covered in vinyl
and there is a center rod storage box
in the bow.

The Predator line has models 16,
17, 18 and 20’ with the 2070 center
consoleatthe topmeasuring20’long,
96” wide with a 20-gallon fuel cell
and able to hold up to 150 hp and
available in an olive drab or marsh
grass exterior.

Virginia's Lund dealeris Mid Atlantic
MarineatLake Anna. www.midatlan-
ticwaterssports.com.

Nitro

Johnny Morris’s Bass Pro boat is
making a serious attempt to earn
yourtournamentboatmoneyin2024
withaggressive pricingonits Z20Pro
model. This boat is 202" long, 94”
wide, weighs 2,000 pounds with a
50-gallong fuel capacity and capable
of handling up to 250 hp. A properly
rigged Z20 Pro runs around 68 mph.
StandardfeaturesincludesaMercury
Four Stroke Pro XS 250 with Torque
Masterlowerunit,a Lowrance Ghost
36Vtrollingmotor,aLowrance HDS
LIVE 9 flush-mounted fishfinder
with StructureScan in the dash, a
Lowrance HDS LIVE 9 gimbal-
mounted fish finder with ActiveTar-
get and Structure Scan on the bow
(all three are NMEA networked), a
five-inchin-dash digitaltouchscreen,
dash light dimmer, Veethree multi-
function instrumentation, a livewell
culling system, factory applied keep
protector, Hot Foot throttle, a four-
bank battery charger, one extra troll-
ingbattery, twin 19-gallon Guardian
livewells, twin rear storage compart-

Nitro Z20 Pro

ments, padded front deck,Z-CORE
seating system, a center bow tackle
management system compartment,
port and starboard side rod locker,
two molded aft storage boxes that
hold seven 3700 tackle boxes, a
lift out tray for tool/rope storage
in battery compartment, insulated
aluminum storage lids with welded
corners, passenger rod ramp with
rodhandle organizerand hold down
strap, a NOCO GB40 jump starter
pack, LED lighted bow storage,
below console RAM X-Grip phone
holder and 12V outlet, Step to bow
deck w/62-qt. (58.67 L) insulated
cooler,removable trashreceptacle &
snap-insandwich tray, hullintegrated
portandstarboard runninglightsand
a twin axle trailer.

The 2024 Nitro Z20 Pro sells for
around $65,500 and can be found
at Dee Kidd’s Anna’s Marine Center
at Lake Anna. www.annasmarine-
center.com.

Phoenix

Gary Glouse has spent a lifetime
fishing professionally and building
boats. His Phoenix bass boat line
has become popular among area
anglers. The flagship is the PHX 21.
This boat is 21’67, 96” wide, weighs
1,950 pounds, holds 50 gallons of
fuelandaccommodatesup to250hp.

Ranger

The flagship of Johnny Morris’ boat
brands has two traditional bass boat
model lines to choose from: the Z
Comanche Series and The Z Series
hulls. The only fully newrig for 2024
is the Z518, Ranger Cup Equipped
edition. The Z518 is a nice option
for those wanting a Ranger but not
the premium price associated with
the brand. Add all the Ranger Cup
option and you have an 18’10” long,
97”wide, 1,650-poundboat thatsells
for around $56,000 (with a 150 hp)
but will hold up to 200 hp and 39
gallons of fuel. Ranger Cup niceities

| continued on page 18
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include a Lowrance HDS-9 Live with Active
Target on the bow, Lowrance HDS-9 Live at the
console with Active Imaging, an onboard Dual
Pro auto detect lithium capable battery charger,
Lowrance Ghost 24V trolling motor, Hot Foot
Throttle, a center rod box in the bow deck with
rod management system, tool holders at the bow
and front deck step, USB charging port and 12V
receptacle, plus special 55" anniversary badging.

Ranger’s top 20" hull would be the Z520R at
20’117, 96” wide and able to accommodate up to
250 hp. That boat will set you back around $80K.
The Ranger Z519 is 19°9” long, 97” wide and
holds up to 225 hp and sells for around $64,000.

Skeeter
Is the Skeeter ZXR20 the best value in tourna-

ment bass boats? Some would say it is. This boat
is20'4”long, 97" wide, weighs 2,275 pounds with
a 48-gallon fuel capacity and holds up to 250 hp.
Properly set up, the boat should run over 70 mph.

Numerous standard fishing features put the
ZXR20inastandard-setting classincludinga cav-
ernous center tackle storage compartment on the
front deck flanked by a port side rod locker and a
rodlocker/storage compartmentonthe starboard
side aswell as a go to storage compartment. There
are two bucket seats with a middle seat area that
hasstorageunderneath. The passengerhasaslotted
rod storage area with a trash receptacle. To access
the front deck there’s a two step area with tool
storage on either side. Twin aerated livewells are
tucked just inside twin storage compartments in
the rear deck. A split compartment accesses the

BOAT  WATER=———
SPORTS EXPO

“

Don’t miss the largest boat show in th
area! Featuring over 80,000 square feet .
of boats under one roof!" We will have
over a dozen dealers from across the
Virginia & Maryland region bringing you
-~ their-expertise and exclusivé
FXBG Boat & Water Sports Expo offers!

Sunday, January 14th: 10am - 3pm

FREDERICKSBURG
CONVENTION CENTER

www.FredericksburgConventionCenter.com
2371 Carl D. Silver Pkwy, Fredericksburg, VA 22401
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battery and bilge area.

Standard with the ZXR20 is a Yamaha V MAX
SHO250fourstroke outboard, Hot Footthrottle,a
Minn Kota UltrexiPilot 112 trolling motor, two 8’
Minn Kota Raptors (an option on other packaged
rigs), a Humminbird Helix 12 CHIRP MEGA SI
GPS G4N with temperature in the dash, a Helix
9 CHIRP MEGA DI GPS G4N with temperature
onthebow (bothare gimbalmounted) atwin axle
trailer, two bike seats, HambyKeel Protector, Minn
Kota 10 amp S-bank charter, dry dock ventilation
system, LED storage compartment lighting and
eight color choices. The cockpitand boat switches
are rocker style for assured performance.

This boat sells for around $76,000 NAP so if
you are in the market for such a feat of engineer-
ing, you'll want to check around for a boat with
similar features.

The Skeeter lineup of bass boats consists of the
ZXR hulls (ZXR21, ZXR20 and ZXR19), the
FXR hulls (FXR 21 APEX, FXR 20 APEX, FXR
21Land FXR20L) and the ZX 200 and ZX 150.

You'll want to check with Dee Kidd at Anna’s
Marine Center at Lake Anna for a 2024 Skeeter.
www.annasmarinecenter.com

Tracker

The Tracker Pro Team 175 TXW remains one of
the most popular fishing boats in the nation. At
17'7”long, 89”wide, a package weight ofjust2,235
pounds, 21.5-gallon fuel capacity and able to hold
upto75hp,the Pro Team 175 TXW sellsforaround
$24,000 (with a 60 hp) and $25,715 with the 75
hp outboard. Tracker is now powdercoat painting
and clearcoating this boat with what they dub the
Diamond Coat3.0process,sotheyhavebetter curb
appealand durabilitiy. The 2024 Trackerboats can
be found at Dee Kidd’s Anna’s Marine Center at
Lake Anna. www.annasmarinecenter.com.

Triton

The 2024 Triton 20XP Patriot is 20’5” long, 95”
wide, weighs @2,220 pounds, with a 50-gallon
fuel capacity and handles up to 250 hp. The total
package weight comes in at under 3,000 pounds.

According to Triton it will run past 70 mph. A
rededicationto performance drove the engineering
for this new boat. To accomplish this, designers
moved the center of gravity back nine inches to
get the boat up and moving in a hurry. Inside,
the cockpit features a full roster of innovations
including the TriTouch™touchscreen control unit
that offers insight into critical engine functions
and performance and proven rocker switches for
accessories. An integrated console shelf lets you
mount two big screen graphs at the helm and
all-new seating adds plush comfort and support.
The cockpit floor is covered in hydro turf instead
of carpet and features a Pro Pedal foot throttle.

Standard features include Lowrance® HDS fish-
finders (Lowrance HDS 12 PROwith Active Imag-
ingHD 3in 1 transducerinthe dashandaLowrance

| continued on page 20



Now
in stock...

Force Trolling Motors Panoptix Livescope Units AlphaTracking Collars

Just minutes from Buggs Island and Lake Gaston!

Stingegoupply

(434) 738.6363
138 Phillis Rd., Boydton,VA 23917
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Fishing Flea Market

Fraternal Order of Eagles #4123
21 Cool Spring Road * Fredericksburg, VA 22405

What'’s New In Bass Boats? om psge 1o

Extra tables are $15 each

David Limerick
7238 Macedonia Road
Woodford, VA 22580

Saturday, January 27TH, 2024- 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Tockle Dealers & Admizsion s
Buide Services $3 per person sf::“:-::i
e (free for children under 12) :
Table Space

Make checks payable to "FOE #4123" and mail to:

10° x 12 -—— %35 (includes two & fables) = 5

For more information, contact David at
540-287-0731 or DWL629Egmail.com

All proceeds will benefit

¥ ‘Spedialove

Remember: One man's fishing junk
is another man's fishing treasure

HDS9PROwith ActiveTarget2 Live
Sonar transducer at the bow) reside
atthe bowand dash, a powerful 37V
Lowrance® Ghost trolling motor is
standard on the bow, keel guard, pull
up cleats, NOCO on board battery
charger, center bow tackle storage
compartment, twinbowrodlockers,
auto on LED compartment lights,
the adjustable driver and passenger
suspensionbucketseats, built-infish
measuring board with tool holder, a
built-in ice chest on the step up to
the front deck, center coinbox step
to rear deck with fiberglass lid, twin
rear livewells with divider, timer
and Oxygenator system, twin rear
tackle storage compartments that
accommodate 143700 tackle boxes,
passenger side rod ramp and foot

Triton 20XP Patriort

rest drawer, a tandem axle trailer
with custom wheels, are just a few
of these standard features found on
the 20XP Patriot.

The 20XP Patriot runs $68,995.
Thereare 10standard colorschemes
to choose from. Triton also has a
new 20XP that features the same
hull without quite as many standard
features for $66,995.

War Eagle
This Arkansas-based aluminum
boat manufacturer fields six model
lines for 2024; the Sportsman, the
Blackhawk, the Predator, the VS
Stick Steers, the Tomahawk and

Renegade.
War Eagle Boats has built a reputa-
tion of having the toughest alumi-

RAPIDAN CHAPTER OF TROUT UNLIMITED
34TH ANNUAL FISHING SHOW

HIGHLAND SCHOOL 597 Broadview Avenue, Warrenton, VA 20186
9 AM to 3 PM Saturday 10 February 2024

TROLT
UMLIRITHD
RaAFIDAN
CHAPTER

Proceeds Fund Youth Education Projects and Conservation

TRAUT
e i T O
RAPICAH
CHAPTER

Fishing Show Features Vendors { Including Mossy Creek Fly Fishing) nfferirh

Rod Raffle

1

For more information and speaker schedule:

1. Park Classic Custom Cane Rod-6" 3", 3/4 wt, Zpc; 2 tips(CBogart)
2. Brook Trout Wood Carving{NMueller)
3. Tacky Box of Custom Flies(AndyH)

4, Cabelas Prestige Fly Dutfit-7" 6", 4wt, dpc(FredKK)
5. Cabelas Prestige Fly Outfit-8" 6", 4wt, dpc(FredK)

Modern & Antigque Fishing Tackle, Guided Trips, Flies, Hackle, Outdoor Ac-
cessories, Art, Fishing Equipment, Fishing Services, Beginner /| Advanced Fly
Tying, Bogart Cane Rods , Related Non Profits

SPRUCE CREENK PA FLY FISHING TRIP SWEEPSTAKES

Hourly Door Prizes, Premium Rod Raffle, Speakers
http:/'www.rapidantu.org/

Purchase Sweepstakes tickets

https: oo wilocalgvants ora/s1 &:ﬂ/
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num boats on the water. All models
are built using all welded aluminum
and the wings transom design that
creates superior handling, even in
choppy waters.

Since 1992, War Eagle Boats have
been a force in the duck hunting
industry, providing customers with
the best camo paint jobs in the
business. Each boat is individually
painted using a tested process that
producesHD camoresultsthatblend
perfectlywithyourenvironment. The
Sportsman Gladiator model is a re-
gionalfavorite with duckhuntersthat
install mud motor type outboards
on them.

The Predator and VS models are
popular with crappie guides and pro
anglers throughout the south.

Ifyouarelooking for aboat that can
fish as hard as it hunts, then check
out the Blackhawk series. These
models come fully loaded and are
built on an 18°V hull that not only
provides a smoother ride but will
keep you dry. The best feature of
the Blackhawk is that the layout can
be customized with either a side or
center console, each with an impres-
sive list of standard equipment.

The 2170 Blackhawk is a center
console fishing and hunting rig that
measures 21’6” long, 98” wide and
holds up to 150 hp. The 961 Black-
hawkis 19°5” long and 89” wide and
isratedfor 115-150hp dependingon
the console choice.

Stop by Tomahund Marine onRt. §
nearthe mouth ofthe Chickahominy
River for a look at the 2023 War
Eagle boats.

804/829-9888

Vexus

This is the company made up of
ex-Ranger engineers and executives
aftertheacquisitionanumberofyears

back by Bass Pro Shops. The Vexus
AVX s their aluminum line and the
VXis the fiberglass line.

The flagship VX21is21’11” long,
97” wide, holds 58 gallons of fuel
and up to 300 hp. The boat sports a
number of exclusive design features,
perhaps the most noteworthy is the
Infused Composite Construction
process that eliminates spraying
layers of gelcoat and offers a much
more exact molding process drive
by vacuum.

The new for 2024 AVX2 line is
topped by the AVX 2080. This
aluminum/fiberlass hull is 20’2”
long, 95” wide, holds 35 gallons of
fuel and up to 200 hp. All the Vexus
aluminum rigs look like fiberglass
boats with the curving lines their
exclusive manufacturing process
permits. Neither the VX21 or AVX
2080 has a published hull weight.

Xpress

This original all-welded aluminum
boat builder offers models in eight
categories: bass, bay, skiff, catfish,
crappie, hunting, utility and jon.

Area bass anglers have taken to the
X21 Pro model that, when properly
matched with a 250 hp outboard
can push 80+ mph. Just ask BASS
Pro Jason Christie how he likes his.
There’s also an X19 Pro and an X18
Pro model.

The X21 Pro is 21’ long with a 95”
beam that handles up to 250 hp and
holds40gallons offuel. Manyanglers
are optingforthe Xpress Appearance
Package with custom fitted SeaDek
in a striking, color-coordinated
pattern.

The Xpress Hyperliftseriesincludes
aH18 and H17 model.

Takealookatthe 2024 Xpressboats
atPropeller Dynamicsin Prince Wil-
liam, Virginia. 804.706-1847. .

[ ITAT S R

"stablhzers,‘pamt ‘anchors, fuel tanks, water toys,
sk: ropes,; mflatables, covers, hardware and more'

804 829.9888 or 804 370.3795
vaoutdrsman@gmail.com

Located near the Rt. 5 Bridge/ Chickahominy
River, in Charles City Co.

16061 Old Tomahund Dr., Williamsburg, VA
2318537.2665913, -76.8974987, N37° 15.9955°, W076° 53.8499
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BY C.C. MCCOTI'ER

his is the time of year when
many anglers are adding to
their tackle arsenal. Most
restock with proven producers and then
review the new stuff they’ve heard the pro
sare using and make some choices. Some
trends we are seeing is a host of new reel
manufacturers—toonumerous tomention,
butdon’tbesurprised tosee somereelswith
names like Seviin and Denali you've not
seen before in shops this year. From ABU
Garciato ZOOM, here’s a preview of some
of what you’ll see in shops, online and on
the pro’s boats this season.

ABU Garcia

The ABU Garcia Zenon X spinning reel
lookstobeapopular choiceamongareaan-
glersthisseason thatexcelsinfinesse fishing
techniques while offering the versatility to
also handle heavier baits. The reel features
an asymmetric, one-piece, lightweight
aluminum gear box, Air fin spool design
helps reduce weight, a V-Rotor design that

PRI e~

Crush City Freeloader

A& | What's New?
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Bill Lewis
] Hammer
-Trap

2

|

Snag Proof
Zoo Pop

Shimano Curado
200M
reducesstartupinertia,acarbonfiberhandle
and co-molded handle knob,a AMG2 fully
machined aluminum main gear that gives
unparalleled smoothnessand durability, 9+
HPCR bearing system, 6.2:1 gear ratio for
around 6 ounces in all versions.

Berkley
Offering anglers the durability and per-

formance of a plastic bait, the new Berkley
Dime crankbait is said to feature balsa-like
action thanks to Berkley’s patented Flash
Disctechnology.Itnotonlycastsfurther due
to the weight transfer system in the smaller
sizes, but it tracks perfectly and features
sticky sharp Fusion19treble hooks. The bait
comes inanumber of intricate and modern
color options to match the hatch that balsa
baits cannot achieve. The bait is available
in four sizes.

The Berkley Nessie is a new swimbait that
resemblesthe Megabass Magdraftbaits. The
Nessie is available in three different sizes
startingfrom five-inchup tonine-inches, the
PowerBait Nessie presents a big profile with
the ability to be retrieved at various speeds

Rapala .
Tiny 7

Crush City Bronco Bug

Culprit Shakin’
Neko Craw

¥22% " Chatterbait Elite EVO
=

ZOOM Uni-Toad

g
r

Shimano
190 FB

L

and cadences due to the unique stabilizing
fins that keep the bait running consistent at
all times (it doesn’t roll). This bait has amesh
reinforced joint and hook retention clip so
it’s very durable. Anglers will enjoy skipping
it under docks on clear area lakes.

Bill Lewis

The Hammer-Trap is the newest offering
from Bill Lewis in the lipless category, which
they put on the map over 50 years ago. The
Hammer-Trap’s name is derived from the
incredible hammering action. This action,
which will literally rock your rod tip, also ac-
tivates the Tri-Tone sound chambers. In turn,
this emits 3 distinct tonal frequencies as well
asthenext-level vibration. When stopped on
the retrieve, the Hammer-Trap will fall with
aflutteringaction. The Hammer-Trap, which
comes in 3/8 and 5/8-ounce is available in
16 pro-selected colors and comes equipped
with Mustad Triple Grip hooks.

Culprit
The Culprit Shakin’ Neko Craw looks to be
a hot bait for this spring, the first of its kind

“From ABU Garcia to ZOOM, here’s a preview of some of what you'll see in
shops, online and on the pro’s boats this season.”
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for use in finesse applications of Neko rigging, shakey
head, wacky rigs, and even trimmed down for Ned
rigs. When rigged Neko style, each twitch of the rod
produces an action much like the tail of a crawfish as
it scoots in short bursts on the bottom. There is even
a built-in groove to securely hold an O-ring, popular
with Neko and wacky rigging.

Costa Del Mar

Costa’s new King Tide sunglasses are built for those
who seek performance from their eyewear both on
and off the water. For the first time in Costa’s history,
this frame is available in two styles — King Tide 6, a
six-base frame with a straighter wrap and King Tide
8, a full wrap-around eight base version, giving elite
watermen and anglers a choice in style and fit at the
highest level of functionality.

Technical specs on both frames include removable
side shields for optimal use on and off the water, shark
inspired venting to achieve a nearimpossible zero-fog
effect, top of the line sweat management, and the in-
troduction of non-skid hooding to keep your frames
exactly where you set them, no matter the conditions.

Daiwa

Daiwa has a redesigned and incredibly affordable
Tatula 100 that’s ultra-ergonomic (fits in your hand
nicely). The first upgrade is a new, thinner and lighter
7075 aircraft-grade aluminumspoolfor greater casting
distanceand more control. Ultimately, Daiwa createda
farther-casting reel with better braking system. Daiwa

also went to what they call Hyperdrive gearing found
in their higher end models like Steez and Zillion.
MSRP is $179.

MEGABass

Achieving overwhelming long-distance castability
that exceeds the average flight distance of similar
70mm jerkbaits, the Megabass X-Nanahan jerkbait
features a unique shape that provides excellent
swimming response and intuitive handling. The X-
Nanahan’s body is carved from a high-volume block
to createavisually tight silhouette with high precision.
The X-Nanahan concept fuses the ideals of Shinjin
Sato, one of Japan’s foremost jerkbait anglers, and
the engineering of Yuki Ito, creator and lure designer
of dominant jerkbaits like the Vision 110. Bursting
to life with dynamic jerking and darting action that
setsitapartfromtheschool, the X-Nanahan produces
high-pitched rolling action on a straight retrieve and
sharp dynamic darting action when twitching,

The MEGABass SHADING-X R62 is fueled by a
patented balancer system that, despite its small 2.4in,
3/160zsize, enables dizzyingly high-pitch actionand
improved castperformance, elevating the finesse shad
category to new heights. Reengineered to performin
thetoughest conditions, the SHADING-XR62isbuilt
to deliver bites when bass are keyed on precise, high-
pitch action and smaller offerings. Available August
2023 in limited quantities. See at Megabass.co,jp.

The MEGABass KANATA+1 expands the depth

| continued on page 26

Saturday February 3rd
8amlo1pm

Hillendale Fire Dept
13511 Hillendale Dr.
Dale City, UAZ2193

Hew and used fishing
tackle, rods, & reels

Virginia East
TEAM SERIES SCHEDULE*

March 2 | Chickahominy River | Rockahock
March 23 | Lake Anna | Sturgeon Creek Marina
April 20 | Buggs Island | Rudds Creek
May 18 | Lake Gaston | Holly Grove Marina
June 1| Lake Chesdin | Seven Springs Marina

June 22 | James River | Hopewell Marina

2024 Eligable Contingencies
Toyota Bonus Bucks (30+ boats) -TH Marine Atlas
Rewards (50+ boats)
Power-Pole Captains Cash (20+ boats) - BassCat
Quest (30+ Boats)

804 591.9710

Andy Lavin “Team” Series Director

*Teams earn 50 bonus points for attending the Fri-
day night pre-tournament meetings.This includes
a FREE MEAL, door prizes, fellowship music and
an inspirational message. Family and friends are
I welcome at no additional cost. TRUTH VERIFICA-
TION AT EVERY EVENT.

Regutar Admission

just 55 at the door,
kids 16 and under
free w/naid adult

FEBRUARY 3RD 2024
DALE CITY FISHING
TACKLE SHOW

Vendors:

Don't Miss This 2Tth
Annual Event

NHER YOUTH
FOUHDATION

c'o Mark Porter

L,

535 for 10x10 space w/two & tables, Check or money order
payable to: NHBA Youth Foundation, cfo Mark Porter, 12516
Sulky Ct., Woodbridge, VA 22192

i using PayPal, cost is 537 to cover transaction cost, Send to:

NHEBAYF. Treasurer@Gmail.com PayPal account.

Proceeds benefit NHBA Youth Foundation kids fishing derbies.

hittpsfnhbayvouthfoundationweebly.com/

Silent Assassin Baits ® Seven Springs Marina ¢ All Smiles Roof Cleaning

Crappie Coffin jigs ® All Bits On ¢ Aaron Ball *Woods & Waters Magazine

2024 Tournament Dates and Locations

2/10 — Chickahominy River 3/16 — Lake Anna
4/28 —Chickahominy Lake 5/19 — James River
6/9 — Lake Chesdin
Saturday & Sunday OctoberTBD - Classic

(Location to be voted on by the qualified teams from the regular season)

Thanks to all of our current sponsors for the 2024 season:
FishTales at Anna Point Marina ¢ Ed Allen’s Boats & Bait
Lakeside Restaurant ® NicTaylor’s Hand Tied Jigs
Dance’s Sporting Goods ® Altizer Lawn & Landscape
Chickahominy Crappie on Facebook ¢ Creative Office Solutions

Lake Country Baits ® Frank Poe (pink cancer ribbon) eTrippy Stix Jigs

Legal Shield/ID Shield e Catch The Fever ¢ Propeller Dynamics
Craven Electrical Services ¢ ACE Glass

For rules and information or if you're interested in becoming a sponsor 1

visit the Richmond Crappie Club on Facebook
or contact Josh Morris (804)968-8963. |
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What,S NEW Il'l T&Ckle? continued from page 25

range of the original bigbody KANA-
TA jerkbait. Now reaching depths
of 10+ft, the KANATA+1 exhibits a
high-pitch natural rolling action and
a big, showstopping flash-and-dart
action not found in other oversized
jerkbaits. Cominginat6.3in,1-1/80z,
KANATA+1 features a tungsten
Triple Oscillating System (PAT.) to
propel the bait to the farthest reaches
to hunt new targets.

MES Lures

The creative mind of Mike Seal pro-
ducesmanycreations. The MES Lures
Root Frog continues to be a local
favorite among bass and snakehead
anglers. Seal’s fertile lure designing
mind has created a floating frog with
two sets of legs imitated by silicone
strands both fore and aft of a hollow
body. The colorsareinsane, especially
the one featuring day glow orange.
There are 3% oz. hollow bodied ver-
sions as well as Y4-o0z. versions you'll
want to try this season.

Rapala
This hard bait manufacturer has

introduced a line of soft baits called
Crush City. There’s the Bronco Bug,
The Freeloader, the Ned BLT, The
Cleanup Craw and The Mayor.

The new Bronco Bug differs from
similar baits with a perfect level of
body thickness, which allows an
angler to Texas rigtokeep it snagless,
while allowing for easy penetration
ofthehook.Itfeaturesa dolphin-like
swimming action and a “Bronco
Buck” kick when jigged. The body
of the bait has raised ribs on each
side to hide the hook point, mean-
ing that when one side of the bait
starts to show wear, the hook can be
flipped without compromising any
action, thereby increasing durability
and efficiency. The appendages face
forward, which means they’ll create
a disturbance larger than that of the
overall package and remain quivering
with the slightest bit of current or
angler manipulation.

Collaborating with Jacob Wheeler,
the product engineers at Rapala
sought to create the ultimate chatter-
bait/spinnerbaittrailerbait. Thenew
Crush CityFreeloadercanbeusedas

Water. Sports. Asventure w
Nanhunks @ ViB €

804.815.4669
www.oaktreeoutfitters.net
4934 George Washington Memorial Hwy., Hayes, VA
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avibratingjig trailer, alone as a swim-
bait, orfor countless othertraditional
and novel soft plastic presentations.
The body features miniature ribs for
added action, water movementand a
realistic texture, but the unsung hero
ofthis productisthe tail, which tapers
to a point, albeit one with a ball at
the end. That creates a kicking action
whichissubtlyrealistic.It'sthereason
whyithas quicklybecome Wheeler’s
spinnerbait trailer of choice, too,
adding a bit of bulk, color contrast,
and a touch of ultra-realism. 4 1/4
inches long. 6-pack for $5.99. 17
custom colors

The Rapala CrushCity™Ned BLT is
a 3-inch tapered worm. It combines
durability and high floating, while
also retaining maximum action. It’s
built with TPE, so it’s super-flexible
and has some really good colors to
it, but the key is that three inches is
the perfect size whether you're deal-
ing with largemouth bass, spotted
bass or smallmouths. Available in 16
custom colors.

TheRapalaOGDeep Tint7isasmall,
flat-sided crankbait made with premi-
um balsawood and circuit board lip.
Theflat-sided body design, combined
withitsbalsawood constructiongives
it a tight and finesse wobble. Getting
the deep diving swim was a labor of
love but pro angler and Rapala con-
sultant Ott Defoe has perfected it in
this new staple of cold water fishing,
The new OG Deep Tiny 7 comes in
19natural colorswithabodylength of
2-1/4inchesand weighs 5/16-ounce.

Strike King

The new Gravel Dawg crankbait
delivers a wide wobble action in
a bite-sized, 1.5 profile. It grinds
through rock, wood, and grass better
thananymedium-diving crankbaitin
its class. The Gravel Dawg comes in
two different versions — the Gravel
Dawg 8 and Gravel Dawg 10. Both
sizes keep the same body profile and
size, but the bill changes between the
twotoachieve different diving depths.
These baits will have you covered in
the 5-10ft. range throughoutall parts
of the country.

Shimano

Shimano designed the ARMA-
JOINT 190SS Flash Boost (FB) to
solve the challenges of casting a big
jointed swimbaitand the proprietary

ARMABOOST technology signifi-
cantlyincreases casting distance and
accuracy by reducing unnecessary
air resistance and the chances of the
lure spinning during flight. As the
angler caststhelure, ARMABOOST
technology facilitates the lure to
disconnect from an internal magnet
and forces the body to fold into its
compact shape. Once the lure hits
the water, the lure’s body reengages
with the magnet to create a smooth
and natural swimming action. Swim
in an S-pattern, but the bait will not
flare outwhenstopped dueto thefold
in its body. ARMAJOINT also fea-
tures Shimano’s proprietary FLASH
BOOST technology that constantly
emitsafish-attractingflash duringthe
retrieve — even on the pause.

Shimano’s Swagy spinnerbait
incorporates an innovative tapered-
wire design toadd durability without
sacrificing the lure’s vibration. The
lower arm’s thicker (0.95mm) wire
improves hookup ratios and adds
durability. Swagy’s upper arm tapers
to a thinner (0.6mm) wire, boosting
the lure’s specially-designed blades
to transmit more vibration through
thelure bodyand causing the skirt to
have more action as the lure moves
through the water. Swagy’s head
design incorporates both tin and
tungsten while precisely placing the
high specific-gravity tungsten on
the bottom portion of the head to
stabilize the swimmingactionduring
fast reel retrieves. The shape of the
blade’s front cup creates a faster rise
for extreme vibration.

The new Curado 200 M inherits
the latest Shimano reel technologies
to provide ultimate castability with
heavier lines and lures in any power
fishing situation. Expanded line ca-
pacity comes without compromise
as the Curado 200 M now lever-
ages Shimano’s MagnumLite (MGL)
SpoolIlltoreduce start-upinertiafor
unparalleled casting performance, es-
peciallywhen targeting trophies with
large paddle-tail swimbaits, big jigs,
deep- diving cranks, oversized frogs,
Carolinarigs orumbrellarigs. Thead-
dition of SilentTune technology im-
proves spool quietness during casts.
SVS Infinity technology provides
precision casting performance with
easy-to-manageand consistentspool
control and brake force adjustments
when faced with demanding condi-




tions or switchingbetween baits. The
aluminum HAGANE Bodyprovides
added rigidity to increase cranking
power and overall reeling efficiency,
while MicroModule Gear, Cross
Carbon Drag and X-Ship deliver
the tournament-tested smoothness,
durability, and versatility for which
the Curado family is known.

The newest addition to Shimano’s
CoreSolid lineup of spinning reels
is the Stradic FM and it showcases
reel technologies passed down from
Shimano’s flagship spinning reels.
Theaddition of InfinityDrive delivers
light rotation and increased cranking
power under load, while the new
Duracross Drag system provides the
smooth performance of felt with up
to 10 times the durability. Shimano’s
X-Protectwater-repellent coatingand
specially designed, water-channeling
labyrinth construction ensure a
lifetime of dependable performance
by stopping water penetration in
key areas without adding a heavy
rotational feel. The new Anti-Twist
Fin — an elastic polymer on the
underside of the roller — enhances
line management for anglers fishing
monofilament or fluorocarbon line.

Snagproof
Check out the unique Zoo Pop - a

little bait that willrock (or pop!) your
fishingworld! Withitsincredible pop-
pingactionthatfloats-at-rest, the Zoo
Pop (TM) is a brings finesse fishing
to power frogfishingandisanincred-
ible bait that creates its own action.
The super soft hollow body creates
incredible poppingactioninafinesse
profile that will get fish to go when
larger profile frogs won't . The Zoo
Pop stays “snagproof” even in heavy
grass, pads and vegetation thanks to
the fully integrated hook design.

Tiger Crankbaits

These sought after custom painted
plugs are created locally by Greg and
Heidi Stinnettand long-time tourna-
mentangler HarveyReece. Lastyear’s
HotCherry Crawisacustom-painted
medium diving crankbait similar to a
Bandit 100 that anglers snapped up
like free beers at a football game. The
new Electric Bluegill color pattern
continues to drive demand from an-
glerswantingaBagley-type crankbait
in this outstanding color.

Yamamoto
The Yamatanuki 2.5 repeatedly
requested by pros and consumers

whowanted asmaller, more compact
version of their new favorite soft
plastic. The smaller size allows for
greater application in clear water,
smallmouth, spotted bass, and other
finesse scenarios. The 2.5” perfectly
fits the bill as it can be fished on light
line, rigged weightless, or on most
any style of jig head. It can be cast,
pitched, skipped, dropped, or pre-
sented however thessituation callsfor.
Although designed to be the perfect
tool for forward facing sonar, the
new Scope Shad offers the perfect
profile to fool even the most pres-
sured bass. You can confidently
rig it for a vertical presentation on
technique-specific jig heads such as
the all-new Buckeye Scope-Head.
It is also an incredible offering on a
drop shot as it is constructed from
Yamamoto’s Mega Floater Formula.
Pair it this winter with an underspin.
Available in 13 clearwater-specific
colors, 3-inch size.

Z-Man

The Chatterbait Elite EVO is the
culmination of thousands of hours
ofprofessional testing, tweakingand
bass-in-the-boat, thisnext-level blad-
edjigfeatures allnew hybrid molded
split-grip and wire trailer keepers to
pin all soft plastics tightly in place,
while expediting perfect rigging, ev-
erytime—builtarounda5/0 custom
heavy-duty needlepoint black nickel
hook. Thehookwas custom designed
by Z-Man pro Stephen Browning,
including exclusive barb placement
for optimal performance, hookset
to lip-lock. Wire-tied 100% silicone
skirting maxes out durability. Stain-
less steel blades sport extra durable
plated, painted and glitter finishes.
Availablein3/8-and 1/2-ouncesizes
in 12 elite color patterns.

Zoom

Building upon the success of the
widely popular Zoom Horny Toad,
the Zoom Uni-Toad Swimbait is
molded with the same body but
with a single paddle tail instead of
two Ultra-Vibe legs. On the bottom
itfeaturesabellyslittoincreasehook
penetration and make it easy to rig
weedless on EWG or screw-lock
stylehooks for fishing over grass and
pads. It can also be fished as a trailer
on the back of your favorite buzzbait
to create better casting performance
andabiggertargetthanasiliconeskirt
for hungry bass. Offered in Zoom’s
best-selling colors. £

Lightweight ACE-TEC construction
Low Pro hull design | Elevated seat
Fishfinder and Power Pole ready

Molded in track system

| DuaI steering | removable rudder
e LA i' '

11" long | 36” wide
350-Ib. cap. | 47 Ibs.
(63 Ibs. with MD 180)

Now features MD 180 ¢ 43
with Kick-Up Fins!

ProAngler 121
360,Series l \

Mirage Dr
12’ long * 34” wide * 400-Ib. cap. * 68 Ibs. standard on All HU?"’
Pro Angler Kayaks:

« BACKYARD BOATS

WOODBRIDGE
2380 Research Court 222 Severn Avenue
Woodbridge, VA 22192 Annapolis, MD 21403
703.491.3188 or 800.227.6132  410.263.2900 or 888.292.6287

Annapolis

0 AREA
LOCATIONS!

@hcqpﬂ'lt:ellsy Smallmouth)|
| 'Exdlibai :

JAMES RIVER //

OUTFITTER

EE

434-258-8142
www.JROTackle.com

126 Railroad Ave., Eagle Rock, VA
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| What’s New?

BY C.C. MCCOTI'ER

utboard manufacturers are

now looking ahead to the

year 2050, which some have
announced as their goal to be carbon
neutral. Yamaha in particular has said this
is a goal and they are not only working on
electric outboards but hydrogen power
motors as well.

There are some electric outboards avail-
able, but nothing yet for the likes of today’s
high performance bass boats. Mercury is
in the marketplace as are a host of smaller
companies. Like most technological inno-
vations in the marine industry the exciting
stuff happens at the top and takes a while
to trickle down to the mass market. There
might be a scattering of electric powered
vessels in anchorages these days, but no
doubt as technology progresses and prices
decline, we will see more and more boats
sporting electric outboards, big and small.

For 2024 don't expect any ground-
breaking introductions. The OEMs are
sticking with their proven four stroke V6
and V8 designs for now and that means
most boats you'll see at the show will be
power by Mercury or Yamaha outboards
with smattering of Hondas and Suzukis.

Here’s what’s going on with the top out-
board manufacturers for 2024.

Honda

While they are still somewhat of a rarity
on bass boats around the area, Honda out-
boards are an option and they are present
on pontoon boats and some coastal boats.
The BF200,BF225and BF250are Honda’s
V6, four-stroke outboards suitable for bass
boats. They are built on a 60-degree, 24
valve V6 that displaces 3.5L and weighs 609
pounds. Thisoutboardshasa90amp (1119
amp) alternator with 60 watts of charging
power. The cowling features airintake vents
andisavailableinwhiteandsilveroptions. A
unique cooling system passes through each
aluminum exhaust manifold, the cylinder
heads, and once again through the exhaust
manifolds. This results in increased cooling
efficiencyandlong-term durability. Honda’s
exclusive Intelligent Shiftand Throttle (iST)
command and control system delivers su-
perb control plus plug-and-playinstallation
of Honda Marine products and third-party
controls and devices. Boosted Low Speed
Torque, or BLAST, uses Honda’s patented
spark advance system to propel the boat
to plane in just seconds. When you move
the throttle quickly, BLAST is activated:

the throttle body opens up, the air-fuel ratio
goes to a richer setting, the ignition timing
advances aggressively and this allows the
engine to make more torque, or power.

Mercury

The Pro XS line of Mercury outboards con-
tinue to be a popular option for the region’s
anglers. Alarge dealernetworkandbeing the
exclusive outboard for certain boat manu-
facturers tends to help Mercury be the top
choice onmost boats you see on area waters.

The Mercury Pro XS 250 is what is found
onthebackofallnew21’ Nitro'sand Tritons.
This V8 outboard displaces 4.6L and weighs
just S11 pounds. It runs fine on 87 octane
fuel with 10% ethanol maximum. The power
plant’s alternator cranks out an impressive
85 amps or (1,071 watts) wide open and 20
amps at idle to charge your battery. A DTS
HotFootthrottleisstandard withall200-300
Pro XS outboards. These motors are Smart-
Craft capable and that means you can hook
up any number of add-on accessories like
Active Trim, VesselView Linkand Vessel View
Mobiletoincrease performanceand monitor
the engine. Mercury claims the Pro XS 250
hasbetter0-20mphacceleration onaheavily
loaded 21’ bass boat than a competitor’s 250
hp (probably Yamaha), 12-15% more torque

“Qutboard manufacturers are now looking ahead to the year 2050, which
some have announced as their goal to be carbon neutral.”
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and a higher top speed rigged on a 21’ bass boat
with a light load.

Mercury is putting a
lot of research and de-
velopment into its Avator
electric outboard as regu
lations around the globe
are incentivizing non-
fossil fuel motors.

The Avator 7.5e
debuted last year, offering
3.5 hp for small boats. New for
2024 is the Mercury Avator 20e
and 3Se. The 20e is said to be able
to accelerate a 12’ Lund WC-12
boat at a similar rate as a S hp four
stroke outboard, while the 35e
model’s acceleration is similar to a
9.9 four stroke.

The Avators have displays on the front of the
outboards that show battery life and settings. You
canalso connectwirelesslytoyourphoneusingthe
SmartCraft Connectand Mercury Marine app. You
can charge the lithium ion batteries individually
using the charging port on each battery or charge
up to four connected batteries at once using the
Mercury Power Center charge port. The 230W
charger takes 10 hours to fully charge a depleted
2300Wh battery. The S20W charger cuts that
time in half.

Suzuki

Only limited by its lack of dealers in the region,
Suzuki has a good product for area anglers to con-
sider when repowering and when they are able to
choose an outboard for a new boat. The revised
SuzukiSS 250 engine offersa sleek cowling design
featuringnewintakelouvers, upper covergrips (to
assistwithremovingthe cowling) and thenew“SS”
graphics include the raised black Suzuki lettering
that is only featured on this model. It looks like a
stealth or black ops engine.

The SS 250 is a V6 four stroke that displaces
245.6 cu.in. (4.0L) and weighs 578 pounds. It has
a 54 amp alternator, Multi-Point Sequential Fuel
Injection, Variable Valve Timing and Multi Stage
Induction. Suzuki also offers fly-by-wire digital
technology SPC 2.0 controls and Auto-Trim, a
keyless start system and a digital pedal throttle.
There’s a new lower unit for less drag and the skeg
has something called “left-right asymmetry” with
a curve in it to assist in maneuvering.

Tohatzu

Better known for powering smaller boats and
rental fleets, Tohatzu motors does field an option
for the region’s anglers needing an engine to push
their bass boat. The Tohatzu BFT250D is a 3.6L
V6 four stroke outboard with a narrow, 60-degree
V6 design that weighs in at 619 pounds and has
a 90 amp alternator with 60 charging amps. The
BFT250 has another industry-first; separate dual
air circuits. The first is used to cool the engine
where air is drawn into the front of engine and

| continued on page 41
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| What’s New?

ELECTRONICS

BY C.C. MCCOTTER

here really aren’t any jaw-
dropping headlines in marine
electronics coming in 2024.
Garmin does have a new trolling motor as
does Minn Kota (finally joined other manu-
facturers with brushless technology), and
Lowrance will introduce a newer version of
live sonar. Here’s what you can expect to see
at the shows and in shops this season.

Garmin

The new Garmiun Force®Kraken trollingmo-
tor will be available this spring. Dubbed the
mostpowerful trollingmotor therecreational
fishing market has ever seen. Coupled with
Garmin’s industry standard precise anchor
lock technology, Kraken is designed with
longer shaft lengths and a pivot-style mount
foreasyinstallation onboatswherebowspace
islimited; like skiffs,bayboats, center consoles
and multispecies fishing boats.

Garmin’s newest trolling motor utilizes
multi-band GPS signal reception and inte-
grated AHRS (attitude and headingreference
system) for heading hold to deliver Garmin’s
mostprecise boatpositioning technologyyet.
“Weare excited tobuild on the success of our
Forcetrollingmotorandbringnewmounting
options and features to even more anglers in

GARMIM

both the saltwater and inland markets. From
power and durability to integration and in-
novation, Krakenhas everythinganglerswant
andneedfrom theirtrollingmotorandmore,”
said Dan Bartel, Garmin VicePpresident of
Global Consumer Sales.

And with the Kraken, for the first time in
theindustry,anglers caninstall forward-facing
sonar, like LiveScope™ onapivot-styletrolling

motorby convenientlyrouting the transducer
cable inside the trolling motor shaft thanks
to Kraken’s new LiveScope cable manage-
ment system.

With the Kraken LiveScope Mounting
Bracket (additional purchase required), any
LiveScope transducer can be installed and
operated in all three modes—forward, down
and perspective. This willkeep the LiveScope
cable safe from possible damage during stow
or deploy and keeps the trolling motor and
deck space cleaner.

Kraken’s brushless motor uses a high-
efficiency propeller to produce 100 pounds
of thrust on a 36-volt system, or 80 pounds
on a 24-volt system. Even with all that power,
Kraken is extremely efficient so anglers can
countonittofishallday. It'salsowhisper quiet
above and below the water and less likely to
spook the fish.

In calm conditions, the Krakenwill deceler-
ate the motor when it’s within approximately

one meter of the user-selected location. And
in rough conditions, Kraken can apply more
aggressive motor speed for improved perfor-
mance on larger boats.

Wireless integration with Garmin chartplot-
tersallowsanglersto createroutes, patternsand
tracksforthetrollingmotortofollowwhile they
fish,andanewilluminated arrowonthetrolling
motor head can allow anglers to confirm the
boat’s heading at a glance (a simple, but very
important feature).

Anglers can also use the included wireless
remote to help navigate from anywhere in the
boat. The remote can give anglers control of
the Kraken trolling motor with precise virtual
anchor lock, autopilot functionality, heading
hold and point-and-go gesture steering—plus
itfloats. A compatible Garmin smartwatch, like
the award-winning quatix® 7 series, can also be
connectedto Krakento controlsteering,anchor
lock and more, right from the wrist.

Select Kraken models include a built-in
GTS6UHD all-in-one transducer with Ultra
High-Definition ClearViiand SideViiscanning
sonar along with CHIRP traditional sonar for
brilliantimage clarity of structure and fishbelow
and to the sides of the boat. Additional Garmin
transducers can be added and no matter the
sonar setup. The brushless motor technology
allows for clear returns with extremely low
levels of unwanted noise from electrical and
mechanical interference.
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The Kraken propeller is designed with a thinner
leading edge to reduce resistance and maximize
thrust, while the trailing edge is engineered to
decreaseaeration of the waterthat can cause cavita-
tionandinterfere with thrust. Ruggedand durable,
the sturdy composite shaft and all components
haveadvanced corrosionand saltwater protection.
Krakensarebackedbyathree-yearlimited warranty
and alifetime limited warranty on the shaft, along
withsupport throughan ever-increasing servicing
dealer network.

Kraken will be offered in white in 63-, 75- and
90-inch shaft lengths, or black in 63- and 75-inch
lengths. Both black Kraken models are sold with
a GTS6UHD transducer. Suggested retail prices
range from $3699.99 to $4299.99.

Humminbird

MEGA Live Imaging TargetLock combined with
MEGA Live Imaging — a way to keep live imaging
sonar always pointed at the target automatically
wasintroduced mid modelyear2023. Areaanglers
have sung its praises.

Combined with Minn Kota Ultrex™, the need to
choose between Spot-Lock®and MEGA Live Im-
aging is no longer. The new Humminbird MEGA
Live Hand Control™ Universal Mount allows
anglers to utilize the technology on any vessel.

For 2024 Humminbird will continue to rely on
Apex, Helix and Solix G4 fishfinder lines.

Lowrance

The new Lowrance HDS PRO system provides
full networking and bow-to-stern boat control
spanning trolling motors, autopilots, engines,
radar, communications and PowerPole® shallow
water anchors. It includes C-MAP® DISCOVER
OnBoard charts, featuring high-res bathymetric
1-foot contours for over 19,000 lakes across the
U.S. and 9,400 in Canada. A new chart option
also allows users to overlay ActiveTarget 2 Scout
or Ghost 360 trolling motor views, directly on
the chart.

Lowrance’s new ActiveTarget 2 Live Sonar is
said to provide the highest-resolution live views
offishmovementandstructureavailable, enabling
anglersto quicklyrecognizeifluresand techniques
are working in real-time, allowing them to adjust
and getfish tostrike. Exclusive to HDS PRO, users
can combine two live sonar systems at the same
time giving even more views simultaneously with
180 View, Scout Wide and Forward + Scout
split screen view. The increased range will
allow you to see your baits on a full
typical cast distance of 150-plus feet.

Minn Kota
Startingfromscratch,
The Ultrex QUEST
24V and 36V models
are completely rede-
signed trolling motors, while retaining all the

beloved features of the original Ultrex. First off,
anglers will notice the larger brushless lower unit,
offering 30% greater efficiency than the previous
model and an impressive 50% more torque at 24
volts. Torque is the power that allows you to cut
through weeds and maneuver your boat swiftly.
To support this added power, Minn Kota has
reinforced and reimagined the mount, bracket,
shaft, and pivot points with enhanced durability
and rigidity.

Every Ultrex QUEST trolling motor includes
two props: the power prop and the weedless
wedge. The power prop is ideal for open water,
delivering maximum speed and torque. On the
otherhand, the weedlesswedge prop featuresflare
tips to efficiently shed weeds while maintaining
performance across all RPM ranges.
Anothergoal with the Ultrex QUEST wastomake
it easierthanevertostowanddeploy. The new

trolling motor features an improved the
lift assist and even offers aftermarket lift
assist cylinders for accessories. Once de-
ployed, the motor automatically aligns itself
straight ahead, allowing you to start fishing
rightaway. Whenit’stime tostow the trolling
motor out of the water, it turns perpendicular
to the mount, eliminating the need to step
on the pedal. This feature ensures your
forward-facing sonar transducer or other

| continued on page 32
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equipment remains undisturbed and
facing upward.

The Ultrex QUEST foot pedal main-
tainsits familiar wire-to-water feel, but
with an added programmable One-
BoatNetworkkey. Thiskeyallowsyou
to engage autopilot, mark waypoints
onaHumminbirdfishfinder, ordeploy
your shallow water anchors, such as
Raptors or Talons.

Intheimportance of maximizingyour
time on the water to gain a competi-
tive edge, Minn Kota has introduced
real-time battery monitoring through
your Humminbird fish finder. You can
also extend your day by activating eco
mode when you reach 20% battery
life, conserving power for essential
functions.

GPS functionality has always been
a standout feature of the Ultrex, and
Minn Kota has taken it further with
the Ultrex QUEST trolling motor. In
addition to the renowned Spot-Lock,
the new Drift Mode feature allows
anglers to maintain a target speed and
heading while slowing down to match
wind or current.

All Ultrex QUEST models come
with built-in dual spectrum CHIRP
or MEGA Side Imaging and include
the necessary cabling for connecting
to Humminbird fish finders.

QUEST technology is now avail-
ability Minn Kota Ultrex, Ulterra,
Instinct, Terrova and Riptide Terrova
trolling motors.

MotorGuide

The MotorGuide Tour Pro 82 claims
tohave themost Accurate GPSanchor
and it’s definitely the only true cable
steer trolling motor with GPS anchor.
Pinpoint® GPS anchoringisreputedly
three times as precise as competitors),
meaning you can stay on structure
and fish, even in currents and wind.
Features like Anchor, Jog, Heading
Lock and Cruise Control put Tour
Pro tech in a class of its own.

Tour-Tested Durability: with a 360°
breakawaymount, the Tour Proisbuilt
fortoughconditionsandsurpriserocks
and stumps. A rugged two-piece shaft
features an oversized stainless steel
outer column and an unbreakable
inner composite shaft with lifetime
warranty.
Thisunithasano-flexmetalfootpedal:
solidsteering systemwithmetalupper
footpadand premium grip tape allows
for no-flex, no-slip operation. Large
push-control GPS Anchor, Heading

Lock and Constant On buttons al-
low you to set your course and focus
on fishing.

A Zero-G lift assist system requires
nearly half the effort needed versus
competitors’ assist mounts. The pat-
ented Bulldog latches bite down to
lockin place butrelease on command
for effortless stowing and deploying.
Tour Pro’s powerful nitrogen gas
spring makes light work of long days
on the water.

MotoGuide’s HD+ universal sonar
compatibilityletsyou choice whatever
fishfinder you want. You can pair the
Tour Pro with the sonar of your
choosing without routing external
cables. See the world beneath your
boat with traditional 83/200 kHz
2D sonar views or high-definition
455/800 kHz views available with
major sonar brands.

Power Pole

For 2024 Power-Pole will introduce
anew movement in boat control with
the Power-Pole MOVE Brushless
trollingmotor, the strongestand most
advanced trolling motor ever created.

Power Pole founder, John Oliverio
and the Power-Pole team began by
lookingat the technology and materi-
als available and decided that to bear
the name Power-Pole, they needed to
begin fromscratch. Tohave the power
andstealth desired, Oliverio determed
he needed to produce his own brush-
less motor and steering components.
Researchand developmentproduced
technology thathave never beenused
in marine application.
Thetechnologyusedinthe Next-Gen
Brushless Motor and Stealth Steering
Drive are key to the power produc-
tion, and the operational reliability
of the motor.

The Power-Pole MOVE Brushless
Trolling Motor comes standard with
features like advanced Anchor Mode
that allows the angler to stealthily
maintain position while focusing on
fishing. The Vector Heading feature
follows a straight course down a bank
or offshore drift, while our Follow
a Route feature guided by ProNav
allows the angler to use the Power-
Pole app or compatible device to set
arouteforthe motorto follow. Finally,
aCompassHeadingfeature causesthe
motor to bear towards specific com-
pass headings identified by the user.

The Power-Pole MOVE is available
in two versions, The MOVE ZR is a




model with ahinged scissor bracket commonlyused
on bass boats and the MOVE PV, a pivoting version
most commonly used on saltwater and big water
boats. Both versions are built to withstand use in
saltwater environments, will operate in24- or 36-volt
systems, areintegrated witha C-Monster2.0wireless
connection system and produce Max True Thrust
of 100 pounds in a 36-volt system or 78 pounds in
a 24-volt setup.

The Power-Pole MOVE carries a three-year war-
ranty on everything but the titanium shaft, which
is protected by a lifetime warranty, similar to the
Lifetime Everflex Spike Warranty found in Shallow
Water Anchors.

The MOVE ZR is available in shaft lengths of 45,
52 and 60-inch versions. It comes standard with our
Wireless RealFeel TM Foot Pedal, separate wireless
Foot Buttons that control Anchor Mode and GPS
functions along with a Wireless Trolling Display to
help the angler keep up with the system. MOVE ZR
also comeswithaWireless Hybrid Remote complete
with Charging Cradle thatis compatible with Power-
Pole Shallow Water Anchors through the C-Monster
2.0 system.  The Power-Pole MOVE PV is also
available in 0of45, 52 and 60-inch shaftlengths,and a
72-inch model. It comes standard with two Wireless
Hybrid Remoteswithawireless Charging Cradleand
aquickreleasebracketmount. MOVEPVisalso com-
patible with the Wireless RealFeel TM Foot Pedal,
Wireless Foot Buttons and Wireless Trolling Display.

Rhodan

Rhodan HD GPS Anchor+ trolling motors are
manufacturedin Florida and are availablein 36 (120-
1b.),24 (80-Ib.) and 12-volt (55-Ib.) modelsinawide
variety of shaftlengths (evena 96” shaft for saltwater
anglers that prefer not to use a wreck anchor).

In Anchor Mode, the Rhodan HD GPS Anchor+°®
TrollingMotorwillkeep theboat’sbowparked where
youwantit,inany depth of water,automatically com-
pensatingforwind, waves and cross-current. Anchor
sites can be jogged in precise five-foot increments in
four directions relative to the boat’s heading using
the wireless fob.

Inthe TrackMode, the Rhodan HD GPS Anchor+®
Trolling Motor willautomatically pull the boatalong
achosen course, continually compensating for wind
and current disturbances. The track speed is adjust-
able (32 thrust settings) and the track heading can
be changed in precise five-degree increments, all
using the wireless fob.

In the Manual Mode, the system behaves just like
a normal trolling motor, allowing the operator to
wirelessly steer the system and control the thrust.
Rhodanhasrefined the system furtherbyincorporat-
ing Thrust Dependent Electronic Steering Control,
completeforward andreverse thrust capabilities,and
anti-wrap-up technology which prevents the power
cord from winding itself around the shaft.

The Rhodan HD GPS Anchor+° Trolling Motor
has12memorylocations. Fourofthese are dedicated
to memorizinganchorsites. The remaining eight can
be used to record intricate paths or routes over 1000
miles long! The twelve memories will remain in the
systemmemory even after power down. Pathscanbe

| continued on page 35

Seminars & door prizes For info call Bob Stahl at
Kids’ Casting & Activities
Regional Seminar Speakers

January 27-28
Sat. 8a-4p + Sun. 9a-2p

th
30"Annual Held at the Monaghan HUGE &EE_A
Twp. Vol. Fire Dept, Free MAR
i Appraisals  ring g on
245 West Siddonsburg Rd., OnOld  Facebook
- Dillsburg, PA Fishing Gear:
“"-ﬁ 4 Admission $4

717.991.1015

monaghanfishingshow.com

SERICLIS CATFISH GEAR

* Made with 100% real chicken liver.

e Stays on the hook!

* No mess fishing!

* Fast-acting & long lasting.

* Puts MORE scent into the water
than any other bait guaranteed! .

www.rippinlipsbait.com

email: rippinlipscatfish@yahoo.com

Hhow
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More stable than a canoe, more
capacity than a kayak and less
expensive than a boat!

-

7517.595.5537
Located at 9501 Jefferson Ave Newport News, VA
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THE ULTIMATE FISHING EKPERIEM{:E

www.midatlanticwatersports.com
200 Boardwalk Way, Mineral, VA
349 Pleasant Landing Rd, Bumpass, VA
(540) 893-6111

NewWays To Shoot old Blrds

BY KATE AHNSTROM

W ith the new year, we all ea-
gerly welcome the chance to
hit the “reset” button. This rebirth is
a way to shake off the old and start
anew. But, what if some of your old
habits are the only thing you know?
How do you break that cycle of con-
sistent inconsistency in your shoot-
ing? Are you sure you are employing
every tool in your toolbox to create
success?

Shooters, like all humans, thrive on
structure and discipline. Even those
that claim they prefer a more loose
and fast approach (shoot whatever
youseehoweveryou can) deep down
inside long for the coveted ability to
know. Knowwhythey canhit certain
birdsbutnotothers. Knowwhatthey
did wrong to cause a miss and most
importantly know how to fix it!

This new year, make a commitment
(one that will actually last unlike all
the diet challenges) and learn new
ways to crush those old, irritating
presentations. Too many shooters
get mired down in just one or two
methods of shooting. They either
aren’t willing to learn anew method,
or they may not realize that there are
other methods to kill a bird, clay or
feathered.

There are five distinct methodolo-
giesashooterwill pullfrombased on
the presentation. Please remember

that if you don’t understand how to
setexcellenthold points, the method
you select won’t matter.

First, and most commonly used is
Pull Away. This method is rooted
deeply in the West London Shoot-
ing School for a very good reason. It
works! Atthe hold point, the shooter
will insert on the bird, go with it for
just a moment and then pull ahead
and pull the trigger. Let’s break this
method out a little further, since it is
the backbone for so many shooters.

The hold point needs to be in or
slightly under the flight path of the
bird. As the bird comes to the bar-
rel, the gun begins to move out with
the bird maintaining the flight path.
At the determined break point, the
shooter pulls ahead of the bird the
required distance based onangle and
speed. Astheypullthetrigger, thebird
shatters. The majority of your birds
can be killed with Pull Away.

Second, Swing Through. Thisis one
of my favorite methods for quickly
eliminating a bird in a pair. It’s also
fantastic for dropping multiple feath-
eredbirdsinacovey. Again, the barrel
has to be in the bird’s flight path. The
holdpointforthismethodissetcloser
to the launch area so that the bird
can easily pass the barrel. As the bird
passes the barrel, the shooter pushes
the gun through the back of the bird,

“Shooters, like all humansf thrive on

structure and discip

ine!”
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moving to the front and as the shooter comes
through the front of the bird, pulls the trigger.
Measuring is not needed as the pure motion of
the gun adds in the required lead. This method
will allow a shooter to drop a bird far faster.

Third, Churchill. Yes, as in Robert Churchill.
He realized that if one could quickly point atan
object with their shotgun, the same way they do
their finger, they should be able to drop game.
This is all dependent on the shooter having a
well-fitted gun, a clean sight picture and smooth
mount to the cheek and shoulder. This method
is deadly on flushing game up to 25 yards. It falls
apart after that as the presentation at distance
will require lead or adjustment for angle.

Fourth, Maintained/Sustained Lead. Skeet
shooters know this method well. The shooter
needs to, you guessed it, be in the bird’s flight
pathbutthistime, the shooter pulls ahead of the
bird and stays ahead of the bird while pulling
the trigger. It’s a great method to use when the
shooter is either very experienced in reading
the target for speed and angle or the shooter is
very well versed in repetitive shots, such as on
a skeet field.

Finally, Straight Line Intercept. This is some-
times also referred to as Diminishing Lead. The
shooter sets up in the bird’s path makes a mo-
mentary connection with the bird then instead
of continuing the flight line with the bird, the
shooter runs the barrel a significant distance
undertheflightlineandinterceptsthebirdatthe
breakpoint. Itworkswonderfully on chandelles!
No matter your preferred method, branch out
and have fun learning new ones. There is more
than one way to crush a clay or drop a feathered
bird. Fill your toolbox and give yourself the
advantage. Be sure to take a friend or family
member alongso they canlearn alongwith you!
Happy New Year everyone and see you on the
course or in the hunt field. %

Kristen Murray Photography

Kate Ahnstrom, owner of Virginia Shooting Sports
is a certified, professional instructor of the Paragon
School of Sporting, pro staff Syren/ Caesar Guerini,
resident pro Orapax Hunting Preserve, Artemis
ambassador for Virginia and field staff member of
the Sisterhood of the Outdoors. Her tireless dedica-
tion to her students’ success is obvious in each and
every lesson.

@ What,S NeW In EleCtI' Onj.CS? from page 32

recorded while running at trolling speed and even at
cruising speed with the trolling motor stowed! The
system will automatically anchor the boat when it
completes a memorized route.

A wireless, floating, waterproof remote control
fob lets you control the trolling motor while fishing
fromanywhere ontheboat. The HD GPS Anchor+®
Trolling Motor can steer the boat while the main
engine is at low power settings. An audible battery
meterallowsthebatterystate of charge tobe checked
from anywhere on the boat using the wireless fob.

The stowed position sensor automatically prevents
the trolling motor and propeller from operating in
the stowed position. Alockable quick-release mount
permits the unit to be moved for safe-keeping or use
on another boat Durable corrosion-free composite
shafts flex upon impact. There are both black and
White models are designed for saltwater use and are
equippedwithsacrificial zincanodesand the trolling
motorlowerunitandshaftsallinclude Line-X® finish.

You’ll find Rhondan trolling motors at Green Top
Sporting Goods. ©.!

”Bmldlng your swing,

Taking you'tothe target"’_
PRIVATE INSTRUCTION
LADIES CLINICS - GROUP LESSONS
CORPORATE EVENTS

Kate Ahnstrom,
Shooting Instructor

r@ @VaShootingSports

Q@VaShootingSports

804.512.2771

info@VaShootingSports.com
VaShootingSports.com

m lodge for vour special event!

540 582.2566
forestgreenpreserve.com

3830 Forest Green Lane, Partlow, VA

71540.827.7484 o info@rosehillfarm.c org
. www.RoseHillGamePreserve.com

Come shoot
pheasant
chukar
quail

pheasanls in natural habitat over well
trained p ng and retrieving dogs.
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Ish Monroe's Off Season Is Full Of Preparations

ass professional Ish Monroe has been through over 20 off-
seasons. Time to recharge, renegotiate, and restock.

The off-season began with Ish and his wife taking a tuna
fishing trip. No phones, no internet. Ish says it’s necessary down time to
avoid burn out and a chance to stock their freezer with tuna.

Returning, Ish calls his most important sponsors, those paying the
most. He stays in touch with sponsors all season. “They know what I'm
capable of doing.” Lowrance electronics added
Relion lithium batteries, Ish broadened his
sponsor base.

Frequently courted by potential sponsors, Ish :
builds a mutually beneficial relationship. Ish is i R |
fair to existing sponsors, committed to putting
forth 100% eftort. Adding new ones would
compromise the time commitment made to
core Sponsors.

Younger anglers tout social media numbers.
Ish says social media alone doesn’t sell prod-
uct. Companies want sales. Easily measured
results set him apart. He’s supported by top line
sponsors: Skeeter Boats, Yamaha Outboards,
Lowrance Electronics, Simms Fishing, Diawa,
Sportsman’s Warehouse, and others.

Prior to his tuna trip, Ish ordered rods, reels,
and line from Diawa, as he works across spon-

going fishing”

HdokL
Line &
F-Thinkg_r_‘_g:

o

sor product lines. Sorting through every lure box, Ish replaces, replenish-
es, and reorders everything he’s going to use. Lures have a 3 year lifespan.
If not used in three years, they’re set aside. Hooks are replaced. Anything
else, he picks up at Fisherman’s Warehouse. Previous season’s gear is
donated to high schools and bass clubs.

“I'would love to have those kids use that gear and get excited about

Ish received his new Skeeter in November, giv-
ing him two weeks to rig. Replacing the factory
jackplate, with a BOB'’s jackplate, Ish installs the
Lowrance Ghost trolling motor, Lowrance elec-
tronics, and Power Poles. Installing accessories
minimizes troubleshooting.

“You don’t know who'’s working on your boat.
Rather blame me than try to figure out what
someone else did.”

In 2024 he’ll be fishing B.A.S.S. Opens, BAM
Series, and tournaments to fill in gaps. Pack-
ing tackle for each trip, Ish takes a disciplined
approach.

“Thave a style I think I can win events. So, I
can go to any fishery and fish my style, making a
fishery small to fit my style”

Arizona Liquid Wraps make his boat a rolling
sponsor billboard. Higher paying companies

s Call usi for your annual erder
. ofl custom made baits)

. " I\ \CAAN A A=/L]
Tiger Shawﬁ} Call us and we’ll custom make
o= *. baits for all your 2023 needs
' 2 __—~including all kinds of jig heads
(shaky heads, too), jigs, spin-
336 883-6076 nerbaits, buzzbaits, soft plastics,
5208 Vickrey Chapel Road jerkbaits, crankbaits

| Greensboro, NC 27407 Maker Of The Region’s #1 Spinnerbait.

davestournamenttackle.com

Prices Well Below Retail!

Check out our Mad Katz
booth at the Richmond
Fishing Expo Jan. 19-21.

WEe'll also be at the
Eagles In Fredericksburg
Jan. 27, the Dale City
Show February 3

and the Augusta Co.
Expo February 10-11.

/e
FISHERMAN S
ATTIC

Offering Top Brands for bass, trout and catfish!

540.908.7089 Follow Us On Facebook
Rt. 612, Crimora, Virginia (Near Waynesboro)
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WOBBLLEJIGS, BUZZBAITS,
FROGS, SPINNERBAITS
JIGS & MORE!

Can also be found at:
Catfish Kelly’s Country Store,
Mike’s Outdoor Shop, Dishman'’s
Corner Store, Anglers Landing,
Hellems & Son Sporting Goods,
High Point Marina
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receive the greatest visibility.

Media calls are returned within 24 hours, no exceptions. At tourna-
ments and shows, Ish seeks familiar media faces. He emails story ideas.

Ish is said to be the hardest working guy in the fishing business.

“Thope I'm not” Lamenting that younger guys don’t share his work
ethic Ish says, “That’s what makes the industry better” According to Ish,
the future of the sport requires anglers working with companies to maxi-
mize the working relationship.

Pro bass fishing athletes perform on the water but conducting business
off the water is how they make a living. Ish proves trust with sponsors,
media, and fans is the key to success. There’s no off season, it’s all a part of
the season. £

% Author Capt. Steve Chaconas

is Potomac bass fishing guide &
freelance writer. Potomac River
reports: www,nationalbass.com.

o] YouTube video channel National-
Lsill BassGuide.

The Nikko Difference
Nikko baits" ultra realistic and_ ™
highly detailed/unique designs—-
and colors along with Nikko's
proprietary super tough floating
material, offer anglers baits
that will easily outlast baits
made of traditional plasics,
lasting many times the number
of catches.

Stop by our area dealers: MNext Generation Soft Baits

Central Virginia Outdoors, Beaverdam, Front Royal Outdoors, Heard's Market/Bentonville,

Jake’'s Bait & Tackle/Winchester, Runions/Harrisonburg
Mefcor/Bluefield & Pulaski, Just Fish'n/Bristol

Or order online @nikko-fishing.com

Bm m w‘ A 4” Customizable Creature
n 3 Bait Available in a Range of

804-895-4606 Bass Catching Colors

Beta Craw - Echo Craw - Crazy Hog
7" Trick Worm - 5” Stick Worm - Mayhem Worm

19800 BIRD LANE, SUTHERLAND. VA 23885

Want To Gei

Premium Luri

alot when we ",

need to put our |

clients on fish!” ==

- Reel River
Adventures

Guide Chris
Gorsuch

T

-

Finesse!old-water ;oft:-baits devel-

oped for river/lake winter bass. Subtle
action with tails that float up off of
the bottom at rest and move with the
~ slightest current and/or twitch im- =
. parted from the angler. These have
produced excellent results for cold

Bear, Hog, Turkey, Deer & Coyote Hunting on land
along the bass-rich waters of the Chowan River

Enjoy the best
hunting & fishing
in the Carolinas!

Book our Chowan
River cabin and
bring the boat for
great bass fishing!

Call 252.356.4585 to
book the river cabin

Outfitters

25;2.642.4607
ww.aj-outfitters.com
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Do you have a cabin, lake home or land you'd like to rent, sell or lease?
Call 540.894.3540 or email woodsandwatersmagazine@gmail.com. $20/mo.

Cabins For Rent

Next to Smallwood State Park-
Boat parking with power. _ ;
Tournament Anglers Welcome  *
202.423.1303 o
Available for up to 4 anglers
Emailstpolli@comcast.netformoreinfo.

Fishing/Hunting Cabin On Chowan

Come hunt and fish with us and stay in our
cabin on the banks of the Chowan River near
Harrellsville, NC. Central heat & air, 3 bdrm,
ktchn, washer & dryer, gas grill, pier, boat
dock and ramp on site. Come enjoy fantasic
bass and striper fishing, hunting and wildlife.
252.356.4585.

Chickahominy River Lodging

Come stay with us & fish. Totally private.
Property can accommodate two boats in
driveway and at pier. Launch ramp nearby.
$99 per night www.Elliotsplace.com/rental
757-869-3100.

Chickahominy River Cabins

Lake Anna Rental

Rockahock at Walkers Dam. ExlInt. fishing/river 3 bedroom/3.5 bath on Lake Front Dr, Min-

access/restaurant/camp store on the upper
river. www.rockahockcampground.com
804-966-8362.

Holly House Near Moomaw

Four bdrm, five bthrm home close to Lake
Moomaw, Jackson and Cowpasture Rivers and
Gathright WMA. Pull-thru driveway.

(540) 969-9692. bacovaproperties.com

Chickahominy Lake Cottage

Waterfront quiet 1BR 1Bath completely
remodeled recently. Eat-in kitchen, spacious
sunroom, enclosed porch, large deck, boat
storage, covered dock. Email inquiries to rail-
waycottage53@gmail.com

Back Bay

Cabins and cottages can sleep up to six. 10
minutes from two ramps, plus ramp at resort.
25 minutes from Bob’s Fishing Hole. Easy
access to great bass and crappie fishing.
North Landing Beach Resort. Rent Lake
Anna Waterfront. northlandingbeach.com
888-283-2725.

A& Classifieds

Do you have a boat, ouboard, trolling motor or ATV you’d like to sell?
We can help. Just call us at 540.894.3540 and we can run a $20 listing
that will reach over 100,000 potential customers a month.

Yamaha 250 HPDI w/300 hours

$6,000 804/651.6436
‘22 New Tohatsu 8 hp w/5-yr. warr.

$1,929 804/966-5368

‘22 New Tohatsu 9.9 hp w/5-yr. warr.

$2,400 804/966-5368

‘22 New Tohatsu 20 hp man. strt w/5-yr. warr.
$3,000 804/966-5368

‘22 New Tohatsu 20 hp elec. strt w/5-yr. warr.
$3,300 804/966-5368

‘21 SKEETER ZXR21 w/250 Yamaha SHO (115
hrs), Humminbird Solix 15 & 12 and Helix 12,
Minn Kota Ultrex Mega 360, lithium batts., exlInt

cond. Tandem axl trir.

$59,900 540/894-6020
Pelican Bass Raider 10E XT Kayak, used once,
many extras.

$895 804/814.0371
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‘17 Keystone Sprinter 325MBK 2 bdrm trailer.
Sleeps 6-8. Queen in front bdrm, bunks in back
bdrm. Stnlss appliances, otdr kitcn and LED
Ightng. Upgraded 10-ply tires, wireless remote
control, 2nd AC & rear camera. Uphlstry shows
wear, evrythng else great cndtn.

$26,000 804/966-5536

‘21 TRACKER Grizzly 2072 Center Console
w/115 Merc 4-Stroke, Minn Kota iPilot Ulterra,
2 networked Humminbird DF, battery charger,

tndm axl trlr.
$32,399 540/894-3540

ArmyTent - 16x16,heavy duty canvas with cen-
ter pole and stakes . Has stove pipe fitting hole
and wood stove is included. All you will need to
stay dry and warm this hunting season.

$400 540-657-0503

eral. Furnished with slip. $175/night and up.
Info at Bit.ly/lakeannarental. Questions to
lakeannatownhouse @gmail.com

Smith Mountain Lake Rentals

Kathy’s Place, sleeps 6-12, 3 bdrm, 2 bath
waterfront home. $218/night Spike’s Apart-
ment, sleeps 4, 2 bdrm, 1 bath waterfront.
$98/night. 540.400.3465 VRBO#218590 &
#282712

Rent Rose River Farm Cabins

Exceptional accommodations with views of
Rose River Valley and Old Rag Mountain
near Syria, Virginia. Each over 1,100 sq. ft
with 2 bdrms and bthrm, full kitchen, fly tying
vise, flat screen, sat. TV. All rooms are non
smoking. No pets. Coffee, linens & paper
products included. $250/night up to 4 guests.
Book at www.roseriverfarm.com

THE CABINS AT
ROS€ RIVER FARM
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'Destinations

Do you have a cabin, lake home or land you'd like to rent, sell or lease?
Call 540.894.3540 or email woodsandwatersmagazine@gmail.com. $20/mo.

Hunting & Fishing Properties For Sale

#6836-#52176-18.11+Acres-$260,000.00
Beautifully situated farmhouse on gorgeous

18 acres of mostly open pasture. 3 bedroom
1.5 bath home built in 1948 but updated
recently. (24685 Christanna Highway Alberta,
VA 23821) Virginia United Country Realty
@434-374-2011
#6834-#52153-5.87+Acres-$364,997.00
Secluded waterfront oasis with (almost) NEW
construction home on 5.85 acres!

(327 Reservoir Rd Victoria, VA 23974)
Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-
2011

#6832-#68747-4.08+Acres-$34,900.00 Nestled
in the serene Oak Level community on Hum-
mingbird Lane, this exceptional property spans
4.08 surveyed acres of lush Virginia landscape
in Halifax County.

(1083 Hummingbird Lane South Boston,

VA 24592) Virginia United Country Realty
@434-374-2011
#6831-#68741-1.931Acres-$479,000.00
Welcome to your lakeside nirvana - nearly two
acres along Kerr Lake with a 2 bedroom cabin
on the hill boasting amazing lake views from
the massive enclosed rear porch.

(60 Price Drive Clarksville, VA 23927) Virgin-
ia United Country Realty @434-374-2011
#6830-#52127-19.031Acres-$50,000.00
Retirement Community Right here in quiet
Lunenburg! (Cedar Lane Kenbridge, VA
23944) Virginia United Country Realty
@434-374-2011
#6821-#52077-17.84%Acres-$1,399,900.00
Magnificent gentleman’s farm on 57+ acres
with stunning 6 bed custom home.

(1741 Walnut Hill Rd Blackstone, VA 23824)
Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-
2011

#6823-193.26+Acres-$695,000.00 Embark on
ajourney through nature’s tender embrace, me-
andering through lush landscapes that unfold
like a living canvas on 193 acres.

(2000 Brunt Ridge Road, Madison, Virginia,
22727) Virginia United Country Realty
@434-374-2011
#6812-#68706-3.38+Acres-$850,000.00 The
Chalet at Greenwood Point seems like an ideal
lakeside retreat with a mix of natural beauty,
recreational opportunities, and the framework
for a luxurious home.

(1744 Greenwood Road Boydton, VA 23917)
Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-
2011

#6811-#52045-10.15+Acres-$72,900.00
Check out this 10.15 Acres on Brunswick Lake
in Brunswick County VA! This parcel consists
of 2 lots (15& 16) and has over 400 feet of road
frontage on Wilson Creek Lane.

(Wilson Creek Lane Lawrenceville, VA 23868)
Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-
2011

#6800-#51968-2.37+Acres-$30,000.00
2.37-acre wooded parcel on Lewiston Plank
Road, Burkeville, VA, Nottoway County. This
stunning property boasts long frontage and
offers the convenience of electricity availability.
(Lewiston Plank Burkeville, VA 23930)
Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-
2011
#6777-#68540-138.03+Acres-$494,500.00 Lo-
cated off Beckham Road in the highly coveted
Stonewall area of Concord, VA, this property
encompasses three adjoining parcels, totaling
138.35 acres (55.98 hectares). With 900 feet of
road frontage, the property marries accessibil-
ity with privacy. (900 Beckham Road Concord,
VA 24538) Virginia United Country Realty
@434-374-2011
#6780-#68599-20.26+Acres-$79,900.00 The
Haven of Hayes Mill! Discover the perfect can-
vas for your dreams on this 20.26 acre parcel

in Boydton, VA. Made up of mostly majestic,
mixed hardwoods, this property ofters multiple
potential building sites and AG zoning with
NO restrictions or HOA!! (Hayes Mill Road
Boydton, VA 23917) Virginia United Coun-
try Realty @434-374-2011
#6787-#68602-6xAcres-$349,000.00 Annie
Oaks farm is the dream property you have been
searching for! When stepping foot on the farm
you feel like you went back in time to a simpler
life as the giant oaks shade the charming farm-
house with an enormous wrap around screened
in porch overlooking the rolling pastures with
the bison grazing in the distance. The home
consists of a living room, a den, kitchen with
dining area, utility room, 3 bathrooms, and 3
bedrooms. The master bedroom and bath were
expanded and renovated a few years ago. The
view from the bedroom is breathtaking! The
large tractor shed is perfect for storing all your
toys! Virginia United Country Realty @434-
374-2011

#6786-#68612-0.076+Acres-$320,000.00
Nestled in the picturesque Hinton Mill Sub-
division in Boydton, Virginia, this stunning
new construction home is a dream come true
for those seeking the perfect blend of modern
comfort and scenic tranquility. Boasting three
bedrooms and two bathrooms, this home is the
epitome of tasteful design and contemporary
living. Whether you're a fishing enthusiast, a
boating aficionado, or simply someone who en-
joys a leisurely stroll along the waterfront, this
location will not disappoint.Virginia United
Country Realty @434-374-2011
#6785-#68605-110+Acres-$369,000.00
Discover the ultimate escape in Lunenburg
County with this stunning 110 acre property
featuring a mix of fenced pasture and 8 year old
replanted pines. As you enter the property you
will pass by a stocked pond with a screened in
gazebo overlooking it. The property is easily
accessible via a well-maintained road leading
right into the heart of the property, making it
an ideal location for those who desire privacy
and seclusion. With its stunning views, abun-
dant wildlife, and ample space for recreation.
Virginia United Country Realty @434-374-
2011

#6780-#68599-20.26+Acres-$79,900.00
Discover the perfect canvas for your dreams on
this 20.26 acre parcel in Boydton, VA. Made

up of mostly majestic, mixed hardwoods, this
property offers multiple potential building

sites and AG zoning with NO restrictions or
HOA!! Empower fiber-optic lines have already
been installed along the road, giving you access
to high speed internet. The property is also cen-
trally located between the state capitals of Rich-
mond, VA and Raleigh, NC! Virginia United
Country Realty @434-374-2011

Timber Wanted

Dodson Logging

Money really does grow on trees.
Timber wanted. Pine or hardwood.
540.547.2582.

FITT PREMIUM LURES

Own a multi-mold soft plastic bait company
with extensive accounts and online store. For
more information call 610.652.2679.

January 2024 | woodsandwatersmagazine.com



REGIONAL FOCUS

Local anglers know that the fishing on the
Chickahominy system can be very good for
big fish this time of year. While you might
not catch dozens of bass now, you do have
an excellent shot at a eight+ pounder in the
upper river and lake.

Some traditional areas to look for winter
bassonthetidal ChickahominyRiverinclude
the backs of lower river creeks like Morris,
Tomahund, Gordon's, Shipwreck and Yar-
mouth. Largemouth bass will school by the
dozens in deeper creek bends with wood.
You cantargetthem with athree-inch Keitech
Swing Impact Fat on a 1/4-oz. jighead or a
similar bait on a drop shot rig.

Inthe upper Chickahominy, you'll still want

to target the region from the first big bend
up from Riverside Camp up to Walker's
Dam. In this region, savvy anglers know
hundreds of fish school in the deep channel
bends. Don’t be afraid to fish 18" of water
with blade baits like a Riverside Ripper or
Crazy Blade. Many species are harbored in
this deep water including largemouth bass,
crappie, yellow perch and catfish.
Yellow perch and crappie will school around
Walker’s Dam this month, too. Be careful to
observe safe fishing practices around this
structure. Crappie love the concrete and
wood structure in the water here where the
river is separated from the lake.

When you are on the river this year, use
Riverside Camp & Marina’s facilities which
include a fine boat ramp and piers, tackle
shop and campground with rental cabins.
Rockahock Campground welcomesanglers
with ramps on both the lake and river, plus
rental cabins and yurts.

Up on the lake, Ed Allen’s Boats & Bait is
fishing headquartersonthelowerend ofthe
lake. Here you'll find a boat ramp, jon boat
rentals, minnows, tackle shop, restaurant

For a map of the Chickahominy River or | ake visit woaodsandwaterssmagazine.com

CHICKAHOMINYLake&RW

Chickahominy Lake also holds some fairly Iarge
blue catfish from the looks of this one brought in to
Ed Allen’s Boats & Baits.

and fishing pier.

Another Chickahominy Lake launching op-
tion is Eagles Landing. Located a couple miles
above Walker’s Dam, Eagles Landing offers a
concrete ramp, rental boats, tackle shop and
live bait.

Several area shops cater to bass anglers;
Adam'’s Sports Mart in Providence Forge, and
Fishing ProTech, both inToano.

Tomahund Marine is the area headquarters
for marine resupply and repair. They also sell

War Eagle and Muddy boats/motors so if
you are looking for a duck and fishing boat,
perfect for hunting and fishing the marshes
of the Chickahominy and James River they
have some ininventory and more on the way.

Adams’ Sports Mart and Absolute Outdoors
are the area’s headquarters for hunting and
fishing. Adam’s backroom is filled with fishing
gear for bass, crappie and catfish,and Adam’s
place is where you’ll find most hunters fuel-
ing up their trucks and their bellys. There's a
devoted group of waterfowlers and rabbit
hunters in the area.

In nearby Toano, a bit down Rt. 60 there’s
a great gun shop and an awesome tackle
shop. The wife might want to accompany
you. Drop her off at the nearby Williamsburg
outlets. Reconvene for lunch or dinner at the
waterfront Lakeside Restaurant at Ed Allen’s.

Toano General Gun Store is area headquar-
ters for hunters and firearms enthusiasts.
Don Bishard can help you with everything
from long guns to handguns, accesories to
ammunition and in-house gunsmithing.

Lin Bell’s Fishing ProTech is also a Must-Do
when in town. Bell specializes in hard-to-find
and new bass tackle. Bell will take his shop
on the road to the Richmond Fishing Expo,
January 19-21 at the Meadow Event Park in
Doswell. He’s coming in hot with a load of
special run color ZOOM baits, Megabass Vi-
sions and MagDrafts, Shimano Flash Boost
baits, Crush City baits, Hover rig gear, the
Elite EVO Chatterbaitand more. C.C. McCotter

Great Fishing

On The
Chickahominy

Concrete Ramp - Fishing License
Camping - Rental Cabins
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Barber Shop
In Store!

| Tactical, Hand & Huntlng Gunso Ammo
Live Bait ® Fishing Tackle ® Archery

Near Providence Forge
10500 New Kent Hwy. (Rt. 155)

War Eagle & Beavertail Boats

Tomahund ViIarine

Outboardinepail_-’& Service ot

£ erwcmg most outboards
& sterndrives.

Fﬁlh" We also stock Parfs,
M Accessories, Outboard Oil
And Marine Supplies

i , Located near the Rt. 5 Bridge/

Chickahominy River,

in Charles City Co. - 1._

804.829.9888.
804.370.379

vaoutdrsman@glm’ail.cor:n!;
CH

5

hing 'l'ackle
F'alatel' Toys

Marine Pa

« Concrete boat ramp always open
« Jon boat rentals
« Day & night fishing/rentals
« Boat Slips available
«Tackle, Live Bait & Ice
« Restaurant/ A.B.C. On/Off
+ Mechanic On Site for Boat,

Motor & Trailer Repairs!

Where memo

HUGE Senko & Yamamoto selecg g

4
made &;h’?red!

N
Make 2024 the year you
explore the lake with us!

on Chickahominy Lake!

Directions: |-64 to exit 214 S (Rt. 155) - 155
S to Rt. 60 E, 3.5 mi. east of Providence
Forge, to Rt. 650 S & follow signs

804 966-9094
email us @eagleslandinginc@aol.com

Sre
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Firearms - Ammo Accessorles
Gunsmithing - CCW Classes TH MARINE / DOBYNS RODS / ZOOM SPECIAL RUN COLORS
$20 Firearms Transfers GARMIN DLR / DAIWA / SHIMANO / IZORLINE / MEGABASS / JACKALL

Layaway 7%1566-3696 EVERGREEN / YAMAMOTO SUN LINE
- . . . / l »
7960 Richmond Rd. Toano, VA 23 168 Free shipping on mail orders over $50! ROD & REEL REPA

www.facebook.com/toanogeneral 7812-A Richmond Rd. Toano, Va. 23168 757-566-1278

Visit our Thrift Store across the street!
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On Rt 60, Providence Forge, VA per ey



For a map of the James River visit woodsandwatersmagazine.com

REGIONAL FOCUS

This month will mark the return of the
Richmond Fishing Expo at the State Fair-
grounds in Doswell, January 19-22. The
Gray family has a great show planned and
announced that BASSMaster Elite tour pro
Tim Horton and MLF pro Bryan Thrift will
headline the special appearance list.

This indoor expo will feature more bass
and saltwater fishing tackle, fishing kay-
aks, apparel and new boats/outboards than
anywhere else, plus a BassTub demonstra-
tion tank and a Kids Trout Pond. There’s
even the annual Woods & Waters Magazine
New Product Showcase on the Bass Tub
demonstrating many of the new lures and
gear available at the show. For more infor-
mation on any of these shows visit www.
ncboatshows.com.

In fishing news, Donnie Bell from James
RiverTackle Co. invites you to visit his show
booth where he’ll have a bunch of new vin-
tage baits like Bagleys, Bil Normans and
much more of those baits we wish were stil
made!

Bell says the crappie fishing will contin-
ue to be strong this month on wood and
bridge pilings in and around the mouth of
Appomattox River. Bass anglers will want
to explore the Appomattox River this win-
ter as many bass over-winter in it, off the
James River.

One of his favorite tactics is pitching a crea-
ture bait to wood on deep banks on a warm
afternoon. Google Earth the Appomattox
all the way up to Colonial Heights and note
some good fishing areas to try this month.
Check with Bell on launch ramps and cur-

; ju': I m 0 n Tidal James River Region

rent river conditions.

The schedule for Bell’s
James RiverTackle Co.
Weekend Series Bass

Trail is as follows:
March 23, April 6,
April 20, June, July

13 and August 10.The
Two-Day Classic will
be held September 28-
29. All of these events
are held on the tidal
James River out of
Hopewell Marina.

Bell says tidal James
catfish anglers know
January is a month for

big blues. Cutliveshad jng Goods.

il e 4 A, :
Jacob Poh with a nice buck he harvested this
season after getting set up by Pat’s Sport-

need to stop by Pat’s
Sporting Goods south
of Richmond on Rt. 1.
This shop offers bow
hunting and archery
enthusiasts a skilled
bow technician who
hasyearsofexperience
setting up and repair-
ing archery equipment.

Hunters west of Me-
chanicsville willwantto
stop by Jo Jo’s Fishin’
& Huntin’ Express in
Manquin. This shop
is well-stocked with
everything you'd need
for a successful day
deer hunting or water-

fished on bottom rigs
orlive eels are gobbled
readily by blue catfish up to 80 pounds now.

Over on Lake Chesdin, anglers are discover-
ing that the saugeye DWR has been stocking
the past few years are doing well. Visitors are
catching them exceeding the minimum size
limitof 18inches using swimbaits reeled slowly
along the bottom at the mouths of creeks with
rockypoints and bait.

Chesdin bass anglers should target some of
the biggest bass of the year using suspending
jerkbaits and spoons this month.

Chesdin striper are feeding heavily now.You
can find them under birds on main lake flats
in the mornings and in main lake pockets in
the afternoons.

Area bowhunters, if you busted something
on your bow or crossbow last month, you

fowling.

Robby Patterson of Propeller Dynamics
invites you to stop by his display at the Rich-
mond Fishing Expo. He'll essentially move his
showroom to the show with Xpress boats and
Falcon boats. Patterson is the area authorized
warranty service center for Minn Kota, Motor-
Guide, Lowrance, Power Pole and Garmin so
if you have a marine electronic, he can fix it
or sell you a new one! He also offers propeller
repairs and sales if you found a rock over the
summer with your rig

Green Top Sporting Goods will be at the
Richmond Fishing Show with the Lowrance
display so you can see the HDS Pro units.
C.C. McCotter & Donnie Bell
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4 . .
= Fish our Weekend Series Bass
3 /’ Tournaments This Season!
'f\.: Home of the [ e
e Tiny Klash
] Klone! ﬁ#
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James Moer

- BASS TACKLE -
- LIVE & FROZEN BAITS -

- taciee Co.

Fishing Headquarters for the Appomattox & James Rivers!

Custom Rods & Rod Repairs  804.668.5866 1410 City Point Rd., Hopewell

UTDOa

Fresh & Saltwater
Fishing
Hunting

~ V0D o 5 -~
<S¢ " SPORTS &
804.621.6038

facebook.com/surfandturfoutdoorsports
\1 8501 Eltham Rd., West Point, VA 23181 /

YETI

Coolers!

-.\'\_

AT FISHIN"\HUNTIN";
|% BAIT - TACKLE - AMMO

T

Conveniently located on Rt. 360 in King William
804-769-HUNT

facebook.com/jojosfishin/huntingexpress
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A& | What's New In Outboards? rom»

circulated around critical engine components. A
top mounted cooling fan draws cooling air over
the alternator. The second intake circuit directs
cooling air from the upper intake vents, separates
out moisture, and then inducts it into the throttle
body. Thissystem providesforcooler, denserairfor
better combustion as compared to conventional
under-cowl induction systems. Tohatzu offers a
five-year warranty on this outboard.

Tohatzu’s lower horsepower offerings will gain
new options with a BFT150D, 30 hp MES30D
and 25 hp MFS25D. Ed Allen’s Boats & Baits
on Chickahominy Lake is your area
Tohatzu outboard dealer.

Vision

Vision Marine Technologies
has something called the 180E

E-motion outboard that is said =

to produce 180hp.Italsoissaid
to be able to be charged from
any shore outlet. It combines
an advanced battery pack, an
inverter, and a high efficiency
motor with proprietary union as-
sembly between the transmission :
and the electric motor design utilizing .
extensive control software.

Vision Marine says it “strives to g g I

be a guiding force for change and
an ongoing drivingfactorinfight- (& -
ing the problems associated with ~ — I*
waterway pollution by disrupting ~ ©

the traditional boating industry with

electric power. In turn, this directly contributes

¥

to zero pollution, zero emission, and a noiseless
environment. Vision Marine believe thatourelec-
tricoutboard powertrain systemsare significantly
more efficient and powerful than those currently
being offered in the market today.”

In particular, Vision Marine have recorded pow-
ertrain efficiencies of more than 94%, well above
the 54% efficiency that Vision Marine recorded
for their principal competitor’s product.

In August 2022 a V32 HellKat widebody 32’
catamaran equipped with two fully electric E-
Motion™ 180E (180 hp) outboard motors and
powertrain systems debuted at the annual Lake
of the Ozarks Shootout, in which the driver

reached a stunning 109 mph, shattering and

settingtheworld electricboatspeedrecord
(which has now increased to 116 mph
using the same outboards

v

zteemt Thetwin 180Es were fitted with two high

density, lightweight batteries custom

designed in partnership with Octillion

(ﬂ) Power Systems. Additionally, boat rac-
*  ing industry legends Weismann Marine

© custom engineered the lower units for

e the V32, which was important in accom-

&' modating the high torque generated by the
E-Motion™ outboard technology.

How much for an E-Motion 180E? $26,995 for

the outboard and $78,990 for the 881-pound

battery pack.

Yamaha

The Yamaha 250,225 and 200V MAX SHO out-
boards are found on all Skeeter bassboats and the
brand is a popular option among coastal anglers.

The V MAX SHO 250 is a 60-degree V6 with
4.2L of displacement that weighs 567 poundsand
offers 70 gross amps with an optional isolator that
canchargeahouseortrollingbatteries. The engine
design features individual intake and exhaust
camshafts, larger valves than previous models
and four valves per cylinder for better valve tim-
ing, responsive power and increase fuel economy.
This outboard requires minimum 89 octane fuel.

Yamaha’s exclusive In-Bank Exhaust System

exits downward through the center of the V
block rather than on the exterior. This increases
efficiency, power and torque while resulting an a
more compact shape.

Yamaha says the V MAX SHO 250 is faster to
50’ than a competitor’s 250 (think Mercury) by
.15 sec.,, .19 sec faster to 100" and .28 seconds
faster to 200’

Yamabha is reputedly set to display a proto-type
hydrogen-powered outboard in February 2024 at
the Miami International Boat Show.

“Marine products run through water and are thus
subjected towaterresistance, requiringsignificant-
ly more energy for propulsion than land vehicles.
Additionally, the performance and engineering
requirementsformarine products canvarywidely
depending on the usage environment-such as the
ocean, rivers, or lakes-as well as the usage itself,
from commercial fishing to recreation. In order
to achieve carbon neutrality with marine prod-
ucts while facing such challenges, the Company
is promoting a multi-directional development
approach, looking to other new energy sources
and technologies in addition to its electrification
efforts,” noted a Yamaha spokesperson.

MotorGuide, I LOWRANCE
MINN KOTA
GARMIN.

| VIRGINIA'S
FACTORY AUTHORIZED
WARRANTY SERVICE CENTER
Marine Electronics Installation
Propeller Work
,WALK-INS WELCOMED.

Factory Authorizéd
MotorGuide & Minn Kota
Sales & Service Center

804-70621 847,

WWWL AP E T S O

NEW LOCATION:
4915 County Dr., Disputana, VA

J

NOW STOCKING YETI COOLEﬁS & FOOD SAVER PRODUCTS

804.706.9100 ¢ facebook com/castawa%sportlnggoods
~ 11600 Jefferson Davis Hwy., Chester, Virginia 23831 Ve

S

"If you want to learn
how to fish the tidal
James & Chickahominy,
we have the people and
gear to help.”
= Owner, Wayne
Andrews

VIRGINIA
ARCHERY CENTER

- Your One Stop Shop for Everythmg Archery for Hunters,

218 Rlver Road West Goochland VA 23063

L= g

Open Tues. - fir. 8-3, Sat. & Sun. 8-6 pm
PAT’S
— PORTING GOOD
‘7'&'-’ 79 A1 OF Sor Anchory Heods.

Archery Pro Shop - Muzzleloading Supplies - Ammo
Freshwater & Saltwater Fishing Tackle
Live & Frozen Baits
Shad Fishing Darts, Spoons & Sabiki Rigs

804-748-4165
3114812 Jefferson Davis Hwy., Chester, VA I'E
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REGIONAL FOCUS

As predicted, much-needed rainfall brought
Lake Anna water levels and water tempera-
tures back to normal last month. This also
broughttoacloseavery goodup lake striper/
wiper feed. Annual baitfish migrations from
up lake into the mid lake region are now
underway and the lake's bass, striper and
wiper are tracking them. Here’s what you
can expect for a January visit.

According to guide C.C. McCotter, lower
water temperatures and muddy water up
lake mean striper, wiper, bass, white perch,
crappie, even catfish have moved into the
lowerup lakeand mid lake regions.Thegame
fish simply followed the schools of threadfin
shad. Wherethe shad holdupisabasedona
combination of water temperature, plankton
and depth.

Thekeytofindingthese schools of winterfish
is being vigilant, McCotter notes.

“Watch for any little sign of gamefish pres-
suring baitlike swirls, bait jumping out of the
water, sudden movements of seagulls and
herons,” he told W2. “Of course, I'm always
watching my Humminbirds as well.”

When you do catch a clue of where to fish,

For a map of Lake Anna visit woodsandwatersmaagazine.com

it's go time. McCot-
ter suggests you try
ZOOM Super Fluke Jr
on a jig head, three-
inch swimbaits on an
A-rig, a bucktail, a sus-
pending jerkbait and a
spoon. These are the
baits heuseseachyear
to catch striper, wiper,
bass and white perch.
If you want to focus
exclusively on catch-
ing the big wintertime
bass Anna is known
for producing, focus
your efforts mid lake,
says McCotter and use
suspending jerkbaits,

Seth Henderson joined guide C.C. McCot-
ter out of High Point Marina - Lighthouse
Inn for a winter fishing trip and they found
the bass hungry for their Fitt Premium Lures
River Darters. All fish released.

jerkbait around main lake
points in the same region.
Hot zones here can include
the mouth of Marshall Creek,
the mouth of Pigeon Creek,
Mitchell Creek, the mid sec-
tion of Contrary Creek and
the mouth of Sturgeon Creek.
Unless the water clears up
and warms up considerably,
you can pretty much write off
up lake bass until March.
Down lake bass are creatures
ofthe deepthatoccassionally
enjoy a mass foray into shal-
low pocketsand up onshallow
points. Mostofthe bestplaces
to target these bass are the
points at the mouths of down

swimbaits, underspins
and spoons.

Bass are schooled now. You should be able
catch them jigging spoons in 27-35" of water
at the mouth of Pigeon, Mitchell and Sturgeon
Creeks. Some ofthe more adventurous/aggres-
sive bass can be caught using a suspending

lake creeks (Beaver Pond,
Boggs, Dukes, Rockland, Blount’s, Levy and
Valentine's) as well as the coves near Dike Ill.
Swimbaits, reeled slowly alongthe bottom are
effective down lake as are suspending jerkbaits.

Mid lake bass tend to school in creeks due
to clearer water. Hot zones here can include

“BRIDGE

Market

Deli // Take Out Food // Fuel
Beer // Wine // ATM
TRY OUR NEW CHICKEN TO GO!l!
HUNTERS/ANGLERS WELCOME

540.894.0003

www.newbridgedeli.com
\_ 2983 New Bridge Rd. (Rt. 208) J

BASS // STRIPER // CRAPPIE // WIPER
540.894.3540
114 Old Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA 23024

www.mccotterslakeanna.com

Email your date at: mcfish9114@gmail.com

For fishing reports, directions and photos go to highpointmarina.com

TV eTelephone ¢ Private Patio
‘ Refrigerator and Microwave

High Point Marina

At the 208 Bridge & 'ﬁ]a@ ighthouse}lnn

Boat Parking ¢ Electric hookups

Slips, Dry Stc'fr%‘b'e
“& Tournament
=Facilities—

= B

Lake An__r_;a SIONLY- Waterfront Mote/ /.

oo R R | i

ﬂ 0 E OF MCCOT{TER! S‘LAKE ANNA 'GUIDE SERVICE & JIM HEMBY
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Christopher Run.
CAMPGROU D

I.AKE
ANNA

Full Service Campground

6 boat ramps ® mini-golf ¢ live bait
full service cabin retals ® RV Sites
swimming & playground
Eight miles north of Mineral, VA on Rt. 522
For information or reservations call

540.894.4744

\ www.christopherruncampground.com r

é )

Where Lake Anna Hunters & Anglers Go!

Come On In And Try Our New w
Coffee Bar & Deli Menu
Open Early & Late For Premium Dealer
Your Convenience
Great Food To Go!

Deli - Fuel - Groceries - ATM - 24hr Fuel
540.894.5769

\ 5072 Zachary Taylor Hwy. @ Corner of 208 & 522 y




the mouth of Marshall Creek, the mouth of
Pigeon Creek, Mitchell Creek, the mid section
of Contrary Creekand the mouth of Sturgeon
Creek. Using swimbaits, hard and soft plastic
swimbaits can be effective when fish and
bait are in the area otherwise go deep with
spoons and blade baits.

Many anglers are now employing forward
facing live sonar to “snipe” bass they see
on their screens. The pattern here is to find
underwater rocks and brush, cast a bait like
the new Berkley Power Switch and let it sink
to the level of the fish. The screen will tell
you if the fish is interested!

Keep in mind the schools of bass can move
from very deep to shallow throughout the
day. So if your depth finder shows fish in
28-32 of water at the mouth of a creek where
you caught them shallow in the morning,
don’t doubt it.

Good to excellent fishing is available now
for Lake Anna’s striped fish. Anglers will
find most in the mid lake region after they
fed actively in the upper the North Anna
River and Pamunkey Branch for much of
last month. Striper and wiper will relocate
mid lake around baitfish and you might also
find schools right around the 208 marinas.
Evening fishing at Dike 3can also be produc-
tive in January.

Look for some remaining schools to linger
from the Holladay Mill Bridge down to Big
Been Flats in the North Anna side and from
Stubbs Bridge down to The Splits in the
Pamunkey Branch. Some fish might remain
inThe Splits region to 208 marinas region,
too. Don’t overlook the mouths of Contrary
and Pigeon Creeks either in January.

McCotter is happy to report a lot of the
non-keeper striper and wiper (under 20”) in
the lake have now grow to 21-22" and there
are some bruisers out there with January
often when anglers catch the year’s largest
fish. Could a 15-lb. + wiper be coming this
winter? We'll have to fish and see!

You can also often catch white perch in the
same areas when the striper won’t bite.The
1/4-o0z. Capt. Mack’s Super Spoon is deadly
on all three and a blade bait is a lot of fun
to fish for perch.The mouth of Pigeon Creek
is usually a good place to target these tastyi
fish. If they aren’t there, check the mouth of
Sturgeon Creek.

Some of the lake’s crappie remained
schooled aroundbridge pilings nearthe main
riverchannel. Deep brush pilesare good, too,
if you can find one that hasn’t been fished
too often.Two-inch jigs on 1/16-o0z. jig heads
andsmallminnows onslip bobbers are best.

This is the year anglers are again catching
legal sized saugeye (18”). DWR Biologist
Mike Isel toldW2 gill net surveying revealed

good numbers of these tasty fish from a
stocking four years ago.You can target sau-
geye on deep rocks with grubs, swimbaits
and nightcrawlers on aworm harness.They
will often hit the same lures you using for
striper/wiper.

Tournament Director Dave Fauntleroy
wantedtoinvite anglersto review hislineup
of bass fishing tournaments in 2024. Check
the Anna Point Marina website for event
dates and stop by Fish Tales to chat with
Fauntleroy.

High Point Marina andThe Lighthouse Inn
welcome winter anglers looking for awarm
room and great accessto the lake.The tackle
shop is well-stocked with guide-selected
items, including a restock of spoons, Mega-
bass suspending jerkbaits and MagDrafts,

| continued on page 44

ol bl o
Red and Adam fished or striper and wiper with Mc-
Cotter’s Lake Anna Guide Service last month and
enjoyed a productive morning casting.

LARRY’S BOAT
MOTOR REPAIR
OMC and MerCruiser Technician
Serving the Lake Anna Area
with over 22 years experience
Located at 4811 Ri Road - HWY 655
Spotsylvania, Va 22553 « (540)895-9112

at Anna Point Marina
Lake Annars
Fishing Headquarters!

JOIN US THIS _ 1ews

SEASON FOR
ANOTHER GREAT
YEAR OF SUNDAY
MORNING
TOURAMENTS!

- DAVE FAUNTLEROY

540.895.5900

www.anhapoint.com

e-mail: info@annapoint.com
13721 Anna Point'Lane, Mineral, VA 23117

/
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Lake Anna Report

Tiger Shad spinnerbaits, Fitt Premium Baits,
Missile Shockwave swimbaits and more. All
the waterfront motel rooms offer an outstand-
ing view and dockage for your boat. This
marina also sells non-ethanol fuel both on
and off the water.

Over at Sturgeon Creek Marina the an-
nual Winter Series bass tournaments have
produced a number of 19+ pound limits. This
series is for serious Anna winter diehards and
some outstanding limits well over 20 pounds
are expected this month.

Anna’s Marine Centerwantedto invite anglers
in the market for a new boat to visit them at
the Richmond Fishing Expo January 19-21. Dee
andWill will bring a selection of 2024 Skeeters
representing the FXR, ZXR models.

Stop by for a look as well as to see the new

Nitro Z21XL boat and TRACKER rigs.

Adam Green and Haynes won the December 2
Sturgeon Creek Marina Winter Series event with
this limit weighing nearly 18.51 pounds.

Elk Creek Country Store is where to find fuel
and Uncle Mike's Tackle Shop on the way to
fishing the warm side of the lake this month.
Mike notes bass and perch were schooled in
Elkand Millpond Creeks for much of December
with water temperatures in the mid 50s to
lower 60s. These fish will be moving toward
warmer water every day and eventually end
up in front of the Elk Creek and Millpond
Bridges and Pond 1. Swimbaits, dropshots
and spoon are all good now.Fish shallow
when you see fish chasing bait, otherwide
target 25-38’ depths.

Lake Anna Outfitters still has several new
fishing kayaks in stock. They have a Feel
Free Moken 10V2 and Moken 10 Lite paddle-
powered boats. Chrissie McCotter

IS

MERCURY

GO BOLDLY.

TRACKER kS,

Anna’s Marine Center

940.894.9222 - 1853 New Bridge Rd., Mineral, VA 23117
Rcross from Lake Anna Food Lion - annasmarinecenter.com

We Stock Most
s‘;nng Models!

ers
894 3540

Located at High Pomt Marma On Lake Anna, VA

Minnows - Bait « Tackle \

(
Hellems & Son
Sporting Goods
Feed & Seed

Serving the upper end of the Lake Anna
community and Blue Ridge Shores B!

We have a FULL line of Parker Bows & Crossbows, TC,
Traditions & CVA Muzzleloaders, Leupold & Nikon Optics &
Summit Treestands, plus a complete line of archery supplies

SPECIAL DEAL: h‘
CobraMarine VHF H' i=ia
Floating Marine AT
Radio g q-f-
DG FOOC
640.967.2364 4948 Ellisville Dr, Louisa )

[EXON|
|
ATM
Beer
Wine
Minnows
Fishing
Supplies
Coffee

at Elk LIVE BAIT & LURES

creek stoe §40.872.3275

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
5224 Kentucky Springs Rd, Bumpass, VA 23024

UMPAEES,

VIRGINIA
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Rental Pontoons ® Boat Slips ® Boat Storage ¢ Ethanol Free Fuel ¢ Tackle Shop ¢ Boat Repairs
—— N = - T

SturseoniereekiMaring
Home Of The e Pay At The Pump e Separate Jetski

TS <A Fuel On The Water ~ Launch Ramp
e 05 EZiEioy * Open & Covered o Land Boat Storage
Wet Boat Slips * Marine & Trailer Parts
FRIDAY NIGHT * Marine Part Store e Boat & Motor Service
SUMMER SERIES e Pontoon Rentals  Tackle Shop

CIEGUIT il e Boat bottom & Interior Cleaning
YOUTHISERIES) Il WINTER'SERIES

e Multiple, protected boat ramps
\ As You Can See We're Ready For Any Season!

Give Us A Call At 540.895.5095 _
www.sturgeoncreekmarina.com
S

5107 Courthouse Road Spotsylvania, Va. 22551
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REGIONAL FOCUS

Smith Mountain Lake level was 793.73" and
rising slightly by the middle of December.This
ishigherthanthelevel atthe end of November.
Keep in mind normal pond is 795’ so the lake
is remains a little low.

Water temperature was 46-49 degrees on
the surface from mid to down lake by the mid-
DecemberW2 deadline. Expect the lake level
to hold steady in January and watch the water
temperature begin to drop into the lower 40s
by the end of the month.

January can be a good month to fish the
lake for largemouth bass, smallmouth bass,
striper and crappie.

MostJanuary largemouth bass will be caught
around points, on rock piles, in brush piles
and under docks. Best depths will be from
the surface to 25 feet deep. Some largemouth
bass will be schooled deep and on baitfish.
You can pursue the differently, using spoons,
spy baits, multi-arm rigs and plastic minnow
imitators on Moon Eye heads.

The lake’s smallmouth bass will be holding
on rocks, ledges, humps and main channel
points. Best lures will be Ned rigs, hair jigs,
drop shot rigs and Carolina rigs. Focus your
efforts on the mid to the lower sections of
the lake, especially within sight of the dam.

Wilson targets striper in the upper section of
the lakethis month, especiallyinlargercreeks.

His best lures are swimbaits, jigging spoons
and ZOOM flukes fished on 1/4 to 1/2 oz. jig-
heads.The best depths will be from near the
surface to 50 feet deep. Vertical jigging with a

Michael Eric, Joycelyn & Billy Gathof, and Randy
Stallard fished in late Nov. with Capt. Cathy of
Spike’s Prime Time Fishin’ on Smith Mountain.

Clients of Capt. Clint Gray striper caught fishing
Smith Mountain Lake this fall.

4 Smith Mountam Lake......

spoonremainsagood methodto catch stripers
thismonth, too.Wilson saysto try tofind areas
with the largest concentrations of baitfish.

Spike and Kathy Francescini operate Spike’s
PrimeTime Fishin’, one of the longest continu-
ously operated guide services in Virginia.

They are off until April now but are taking
booking requests and thank all their 2023
customers for a great year!

They note the lake's striper population con-
tinues to grow and that January and February
are two of the best months to land a citation
(20+ pound) SML striper.

Many anglers will now fish alewives or shad
onplanerboardsorfreelines with 5/8 split shot
10 feet deeper than you see the fish. You can
also fish down rods with 2 oz. sinkers exactly
where you see the fish. Remember, you can
now keep two fish per day under 30 inches or
over 40 inches.

Give them a call if you want to trying fishing
the lake this coming season. Not only do the
Franceschinis offer guidedfishingtrips butthey
also rent lodging they own at the lake. Kathy’s
Place, 3 br/2b, sleeps eight with game room.
The other rental is is a 2 br/1 bath, sleeps four
with kitchen in the great room. Both have flat
screentvs and wifi and fully equipped kitchens.
Guests enjoy use of the docks and also water,
electric, cleaning stand and roomto park boats.
You also get use of a golf car with each rental
to use to and from the docks. The listing #s
are 218590 and 282712 on VRBO.

Fishing from a 26’ center console

'T

s i
www.smistriperguide.com ' "

clintgray58 @gmail.com

-

Authorized Service Center
T, i faiyil ]

Arpalire Aardne

MA

\

INE ELECTRONICS

e PELINTIEST

~

Hunting & Lowrance,
Fishing Supplies Garmin, Cannon
Boat/Kayak/ & Humminbird

Tube Rentals Sales & Install

5200 Burnt Chimney Rd.
Wirtz, VA 2418

smimarineelectronics@yahoo.com

540-719-1549

www.smithmountainmarine.com

J

/ N\
We have a nice HIDUEN EM
stocked, stream .' F : Qas

full of rainbow, /

brook, brown ;
and golden

“*  FISRNG

15 rods/day o1, 2080

60 rod f
ifis[]olim?te Book a day on
our private trout
8 am - 4:30 pm stream!

540-613-9849

1085 Stevens Chapel Rd, Blue Ridge, VA 24064,
minutes from Christiansburg

\ /

ANGLERS WELCOME:

Four Smith Mountain Lake
waterfront rooms each with
two queen-sized beds.
Rates vary according to season.

540.721.2451

www.gillscreekmarina.com

ASK ABOUT OUR WATERFRONT LODGING

Full time, re5|dent USCG licensed gmdes with 63
combined years of experience. Two completely

equipped22ft.deckboats. Accommodating partiesof
up to 6 each. All equipment provided, plus photos of

the day's catch & your fish filleted/packaged: 4§

WATERFRONT VACATION RENTALS!

540.297.5611 spikerf@msn.com
www.spikesprimetimefishin.com
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For maps of Buggs Island or Lake Gaston visit woodsandwatersmagazine.com

REGIONAL FOCUS

Kerr Lake/Lake Gaston

Lake Gaston

By mid-Decemberthe water level on Gaston
was around 199.60" (200’ is full pool) and
Dominionwas holding the level steady.Water
temperaturesranged from 45-52 degrees with
the up lake section just below Kerr Dam the
coolest. Anglers can expect 38-45-degree
water temperatures for January in most
parts of the main lake.

For January on Gaston, long time BASS-
Master Elite angler and guide Rick Morris
will target deep bass schooled on bait using
a jigging spoon. The lake’s plentiful spotted
bass will be mostly on hard cover like rocks
and a little deeper. They will also take the
spoon as well as a small soft plastic jerkbait
fished on a jighead.

Lake Gaston can also offer good crappie and
striper fishing this month.Target freckles on
bridge pilings and deep brush piles.The lake’s
striper will school on bait and you’ll have to
keep an eye on seagulls to know where to go.

Holly Grove Marinais afamily-friendly tackle
shop, boat ramp, restaurant/gathering place
on the lake and we're glad to have them with
us. Holly Grove is located about 10 minutes
off I-95 at the Bracey exit on Rt. 903.

Morris now has afishing pontoonin addition
to his 21" bass boat for guiding larger parties.

Kerr Reservoir (Bugg Island)

The water level on Kerr Lake by the W2 late
December deadline was 298.94" and rising.
300" is full pool. Daytime watertemperatures

David Fay brought this citation 2.95-pound crappie
to Bobcat’s Bait & Tackle last month.

varied from 45-50 degrees depending on the
region of the lake late last month.

This month anglers should expect continued
drop in water temperatures - back down to
around 38-44 degrees eventually.

Shad and herring are now on the main lake
and still lingering at the mouth of some major
creeks. Many anglers here use spoonson points
now. Some like to use swimbaits. If you visit,
you are mostly going to be targeting schooling
bass, striper or crappie on or near baitfish.The
suspending jerkbait bite could develop later
this month, too.

If you cannot get a reaction bite, you can also
try fishing shaky head worms and drop shotted

worms around 15-20" humps and points with
underwater cover like rocks and brushpiles.

Fishing pointsinthe largercreeks like Nutbush,
Bluestone, Rudd’s, Butcher’s and Eastland as
well as main lake points at the mouths of these
creeks should be the pattern now.

Striper anglers are still fishing the Clarksville
area where they are finding feeding fish under
birds and busting bait.

Casters will want to use three-inch spoons
like the KT Slab/Toothache spoon around the
mouth of creeks and on main lake channel
bends. Swimbaits or soft plastic jerkbaits on
jigheads are also good where you find birds.
Some striper anglers will troll umbrella rigs
this month tipped with swimbaits.

Before you head out onto the lake, be sure to
stop by Bobcat’s Bait and Tackle to get a cur-
rent fishing report and all the gear you could
possibly need.

The third event of the 2023-24 Bobcats Bait &
TackleVA/NC CrappieTrail was held December
2.The team of Tyler and Ricky Trent took first
with 10.98 Ibs and won $1,336.

The remaining events will be held Jan. 27,
Feb. 24 and March 9.The Classic will be held
April 19-20.The circuit draws some of the best
crappie anglers in the mid-Atlantic region.

Stinger Supply in nearby Boydton is the
area headquarters for Garmin gear.You'll find
excellentin stock supplies of Garmin Livescope
sonar units, Force trolling motors and Alpha
dog tracking collars. Rick Morris

" trips inour %
flshlng pontoon

Largestselectionoffishing
tackle in the Lake Country,
area!l

Winter Hours:
Open Mon.-Sat.
7a-7p

BASS TACKLE
Shimano - Lews

St. Croix - G. Loomis
ABU Garcia - Yamamoto
Hawg Caller Spinnerbaits
Dave’s Tournament Tackle
Bandit - Lucky Craft - YUM

Reaction Innovation - ZOOM434.374.838 'I
www.bobcatslakecountry.com

Buggs Island/Kerr Reservoir 12690 Hwy. 15,
south of Clarkville, VA 23927

. Guided

Gaston &
Kerr
I-‘i@’servoir

Home of the VA/Carolina
Crappie Trail on Buggs
sIand.

We Sell Live Bait/
Minnows By The Pound!

CRAPPIE TACKLE

Wally Marshall

Eagle Claw - B'n'M Poles
Driftmaster - Bait Tanks

FUEL & MARINE SUPPLIES

) Marlna. ;x N
N a0 W Ty

Boat Ramp * Tackle Shop * Fuel ® Food * Drinks
On Lake Gaston at 8826 Hwy. 903, Bracey, VA
434.636.3455

www.hollygrovemarina.com

| Campsites

Camp Store

AMERICACANPS
Anglers welcome!

9 Lakeside Lane,
Bracey, VA 239194
(434) 63622668
acamp@bitb "
Iakegastonamerlcacamps com
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Cold weather and shorter days are putting
fish into winter patterns and that means it’s
a great time to fish the tidal Potomac River.
Here's what you can expect if you get out
this month.

Start by looking for steep drops. Take it
slow, small, and light with grubs, tubes,
thin small worms and hair jigs! Spinning
gear handles lighter six-pound test on 10
pound test braid on fast spinning combos.
Use thin wire hooks for hooks sets on cold
fish from a longer distance on light line!

Crappie and bass are being caught in
deeper spots on the tidal Potomac out of
the current, like The Spoils, Smoot Bay and
around the I-95 Bridge. DC Bridges are also
spots to try, as is Washington Channel. The
hot spots are Possum Point, Four Mile
Run and Blue Plains, but theyi can be very
crowded! In these dischargers there are
many shad and other species; it's hard to
get baits through them. You need to “feel”
fish before setting the hook!

Drop shots, split shots are good, but Caro-
lina rigs with 1-ounce weights keep baits in
one spot a long time, letting current push

it. Generally, a five-inch
finesse worm in green
pumpkin or watermelon/
red works. Use the same
baits on split shot and
drop shot.

During heat of the day,
near warmed rock and
wood surfaces or close
to Blue Plains, work
suspending jerkbaits in
clearer water 45 degrees
or warmer...warmer the
better...50 is very warm
this time of the year. Use
10-pound  fluorocarbon
line. Jerk and pause...
twitch...pause, twitch,
and sit. Before you jerk,
crank baits down first.

If water in other ar
eas warms to 45, try

catfish like this one.

Apex Predators Potomac Creek Guide
Service is now guiding for big river blue

hard, so crankbait hooks
become critical.
Spinnerbaits, 3/8 ounce
or heavier with willow/
Colorado gold blades,
retrieved near flats out of
current close to deeper
drops, pausing when you
don't feel the bottom, will
work. Slow down with
a slower reel or slow it
down by slightly under-
spooling. White or white/
chartreuse skirts, best
with chop on the water.
River bass are grouped
on drops. Make bait tran-
sitions as fronts pass.
Your temperature gauge
is the most important
boat instrument and your
PFD the most important

crankbaits and spinner-
baits. For crankbaits, a tight wiggle bait is
needed. Spool 10-pound test fluorocarbon
and make long casts. Fish are not hitting very

piece of gear. Dress in
layers, take a buddy and let others know
where you are going to be. A fall into the
river this time of year can be fatal!

11 East Lee Hwy,
Warrenton, VA 20186.

We Sell Tow Vehicles.

Country;

-_— —

Tidal Potomac Guided Trips!

POTOMALC CREEEK LLC
FISHING THE TOP OF THE FOODCHAIN

www.fishapex.com

SNAKEHEAD
Join us for a expedition on the
nation’s finest frankenfish fishery!

BIG BLUE CATFISH RIVER ROCKFISH

River giants on sporty Hard-charging white
tackle. lightning awaits.
CRAPPIE
Takehomesomeoftheriver'stastiestresidents.
Mike Sielicki, USGC Capt. Chris Evans, USGC Capt.

540.295.9301 540.408.3113

NOW
LOCATED AT
9760 Center St.

Manassas
Come Visit Us!

of

Firearms transfers/
NFA Class I

\w—*-

OPEN Tues-F 1 0-7\

SAT. 9-5
Clsd Sun.-Mon..

Guns, Ammo
Home & Personal
Defense,
Accessories,
Scopes,
Hunting, Target
Holsters, & Tac-
tical Supplies

Consignments at
only 10%

/

On Rt. 1, at Taylor’s Grocery!

Hunting & Flshing Center

P e PR N h.
Bass, Crappie, Trout & Catfish Tackle
Minnows & Worms

(540) 659-2347
3306 Richmond Hwy, Stafford, VA
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The king of all winter river baits is the
Silver Buddy! The company is making
them again. Cast to three-foot depths and
burp down drops to deeper water. Verti-
cally jig over 8-15 foot holes. Don't over-
work! Control drops on semi slack line
back to bottom. Feel a “tick” or feel fish
when you lift again.

For tackle, use a 7-foot medium action
graphite rod and 10-pound test GAMMA
Copoly. Replace dull hooks, cutting the
eye near the shank, open, attach and
close. Split rings allow hooks to catch
each other. Blade baits locate groups
of fish. Take note of depth and stay on
them.

For bottom baits, try three: Mizmo
Tubes, and 1/4-ounce Punisher Hair Jigs
with plastic Punisher chunks. Thinner
diameter line offers less resistance, en-
couraging fish to hold on longer. Thin di-
ameter makes it easier to feel light bites
and set hooks on longer casts, and gets
to the bottom, holding in wind and cur-
rent.

For three-inch avocado grubs (perfect
replacement for stingray grubs), use
1/4-ounce round jig heads. Rig tails
flat. Cast to bottom lifting the rod, slowly
drop, creating a very slow gliding motion
into cover. Green pumpkin Mizmo tubes
rigged with a 1/4-ounce weedless insert
tube head made with Mustad Hooks
make this bait glide. Punisher Hair jigs.

Drop shotting becomes very effective
the colder it gets, near 40 or below. Fish
group on drops on South Point, Smoots,
Spoils, barges above the Wilson Bridge,
and Foxes Ferry. A good drop shot rod
has enough backbone to hook set on long
casts, but flexible enough when working
under the boat. Capt. Steve Chaconas

Book your spring guided trip with Apex
Predators Potomac Creek Guide Service
now before the rate increase. Waterfowl
guide Travis Stauch of Ram Rod Water-
fowl welcomes your call if you are ready
to go duck hunting with him in January.

Rapphannock River

Fishing was phenomenal last month on
the tidal Rappahannock in the mid to up-
per section of the river. Smallmouth bass
dominated the catches in recent weeks,
with an occasional largemouth catch
here and there. However, | anticipate a
decline in the smallmouth bite and an
increase in difficulty due to heightened
fishing activity and old man winter.

As we enter 2024, it is crucial to consider
water clarity, particularly when it changes
due to weather conditions. Towards the
end December the river received a lot of
rain that caused high water levels and re-
duced water clarity. The water tempera-
ture has consistently been in the mid to
low 40’s with live bait and crankbaits be-
ing the bait of choice. Concentrate your
efforts on river bends, submerged struc-
tures, and rocks. Utilize a slow presen-
tation, like slow rolling a crankbait, soft
plastics or live minnows to be effective
throughout the month. Mike Hepburn

/Codtdlo‘é

Warrenton's Fishing & Hunting Headquarters!
Come shop the region’s best selection of fishing gear!
YETI - LIFETIME KAYAKS - BIG GREEN EGG - WEBER - TRAGER

2 N 8 N B N BN B B B B BN B B B B B B B B B J |
i i
. 1 11:11am 5:42am 10 6:17am 12:38am 19 1:03am 8:02am 28 9:20am 3:51am .
11:21pm 5:28pm 6:25pm  12:19pm 1:41pm  8:29pm 9:32pm  3:43pm
. 2 11:58am  624am T @ 7:02am  1:30am 20 2:07am  8:55am 29 10:03am  4:33am .
- 6:12om ° 7:06pm  1:08pm 2:43pm  9:33pm 10:16pm  4:25pm
. 3 12:10am 7:06am 12 7:46am  2:19am 21 3:12am  9:48am 30 10:45am  5:13am .
. 12:47pm  6:59pm 7:48pm  1:58pm 3:43pm  10:36pm 10:58pm  5:05pm .
4 1:02am 7:47am 13 8:29am 3:08am 22 4:13am 10:42am 31 11:26am 5:49am
. 1:39pm 7:50pm 8:33pm  2:48pm 4:40pm  11:37pm 11:40pm  5:44pm .
5 1:56am 8:29am 14 9:13am 3:56am 23 5:12am 11:36am
2:32pm 8:46pm 9:20pm 3:40pm 5:34pm J— .

. 6 2:52am 9:12am 15 10:Ogam 4:43am 24 6:07gm 12:34am Jan. Tides I
. 3:25pm 9:46pm 10:10pm  4:33pm 6:25pm  12:30pm 1 - 6:23am I
7 3:47am 9:56am 16 10:49am 5:32am = 6:59am  1:28am 12:08pm  6:28pm
. 4:15pm 10:46pm 11:04pm  5:28pm v 7:14pm  1:21pm 2 12:24am 6:54am .
8 4:39am 10:42am 17 11:42am 6:21am 26 7:48am  2:19am 12:517pm  7:13pm
I 5:01pm 11:43pm 6:26pm 8:02pm  2:11pm I
9 5:29am 11:30am 18 12:.01am 7:11am 27 8:35am 3:06am Tides for Aquia Creek.

. 5:44pm — 12:40pm  7:26pm 8:48pm  2:58pm See corrections below .
. Corrections: Alexandria: Occoquan Bay:  Port Tobacco: Dahigren: l
. Washington Channel: Low: +2:21 Low: +1:04 Low: -2:35 Low: -3:01 l

Low: +2:32 High: +1:45 High: + :26 High: -2:40 High: -3:14
l High: +1:28 Lewisetta: Low: -4:52 High: -2:40 Cornfield: Low: +7:50 High: +7:27 l
[ |
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The helpful place.

.

251 W LEE HWY STE 719, WARRENTON, VIRGINIA e 540-347-2499

Mokeni10)V2

Water. Sports. Adventore.

104" « 35" wide, weighs 69 Ibs. *425 Ib. cap.
EZ Rider Seat, Uni-track rails.

Moken|10)V2/ LITE
$659

High Point Marina On Lake Anna, VA

long ¢ 30.25" wide, 250 Ib. cap., 59.6 Ibs.
EZ Rider Seat, Twist Lock Foot Rests, Front/Rear

Track Rails, Center Console, Wheel In Keel
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Northwest River, North River,
Currituck Sound

Bob’s Fishing Hole continues to hold tourna-
ments all winter long. Teams weigh a three-
fish limit and blast off at 8 am. In addition to
theWinter Series, Bob'sisalso holding crappie
tournaments. You can find out all the dates
by visiting their Facebook page.

James notes Bob’s Fishing Hole's winter
bass anglers use jigs, jerkbaits and some
drop shot to target fish over-wintering in the
Northwest River from Back Bay.

For a January visit James says to stop in
an he'll give you some tips on where to try
fishing. Deep shoreline wood on the main
river using creature baits and the drop shot
has been productive.You can fish from spot
to spot using the suspending jerkbait like a
Megabass Vision 110 Minnow. River bends
with achannel near a creek mouth are always
good places to probe.

As you begin to plan your expeditions for
the coming year, the Northwest River and
Back Bay should be on your list

North Landing Beach Resort Campground
is fishing basecamp for the North River. Ar-
chie and the staff invite you to fish and stay
with them this month in their one and two-
bedroom cottages with kitchens, sinks and
flatscreens. North Landing Beach Resort is

Here’s another happy client of Capt. David Ward of
Backwater Adventures with an Outer Banks bass.

closetofree boatramps on Back Bay, the North
Landing River (on site) and within a 20-minute
drive to Bob's Fishing Hole.

North Bay Shore Campground isheadquarters
for North Bay or the upper portion of Back Bay
behind Sandbridge.

Here you'll find the best ramp for all of North

Bay, especially if the NE wind blows and
there’s low water. From here you can access
all the weedy “ponds” that are full of bass
around North Bay and enjoy excellentcrappie
fishing in nearby Muddy and Hell’s Creek.
North Bay Shore Campground welcomes
anglers and has cabins and a bath house for
overnight stays. A canal runs right behind
the cabins, so you can keep your boat in
the water! Best of all, the campground is 10
minutes from Sandbridge restaurants.
Backwater Adventures Guide David Ward
guides on the North River, Kitty Hawk Bay
and other northeastern North Carolina rivers.
Ward says January fishing will be all about
the weather. He notes the water temps should
be in the 40’s and somre days starting in the
upper 30's.
Ward notes the bites will be fewer and slower,
but this month will be a good time to catch a
big one. Jigs and crankbaits will be the best
choice. He suggests fishing very tight to wood
and any other cover that could hold a little
heat. Flatsides, Shad Raps and the Rapala
DT-6 will coveryou inthe crankbait department
this month.

Area Fishing Headquarters for NW River Bass Fishing!

. r,
'. gOb'S HUGE TACKLE
7~ SELECTION
Boat Ramp // Live

Bait // Boat Rental
Weekly Bass
Tournament Every
Saturday & Wed.
during daylight
savings time

757.421.2855

acebook.com/bobsfishinghole
4243 Battlefield Blvd. S. Chesapeake, VA 23322

S .
[ Northwest River

& Currituck Bass Fishing

North Landmg Beach

Backwater
Adventures

Bass fishing on Kftty Hawk Bay

backwateradventures.com
23 Pinewood Acres Dr., Powells Point, NC 2796561

\

Albemarle

Fishing Charters

: Fishing trips in the
Albemarle Sound,
behind Corolla,
Duck & Kitty Hawk,
Hampton Roads,
‘Edenton & the
Chowan River!

info@a Ibemarleﬁshiﬁgcha rters.com

CAMPGROUN

~ VIRGINIA BEACH, VA

ATERFRONT CABINS POP UPs e TENT SITES
BOAT RAMP « 10 MIN FROM SANDBRIDGE

(757) 426-7911 » 3257 Colechester Rd. Va Beach
< www.northbayshorecampground.com
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Middle Bay

Fishing for striped bass is now strictly
catch and release and if you give it a whirl
on a calm and sunny day, the fish are hold-
ing in the deepest parts of the shipping
channel and to a lesser degree the False
Channel. They are also tucked in like cord-
wood at the bottom at the Bay Bridge rock
piles but unlikely to bite — best to just leave
them alone. The warm water discharge at
the Calvert Cliffs Power Plant will always
get the attention of anglers during the cold
winter months. Anglers may even find a
speckled trout nosed into the warm water
there if they're lucky.

White perch can be found deep in several
areas in the middle Bay, usually around
the 40-foot mark. Large white perch can be
found at the rock piles at the Bay Bridge,
holding deep in the swift current. It will take
a heavy jig or dropper rig to get to them.
The 40-foot channel edge out in front of
Matapeake is another traditional area for
white perch to be holding, before that edge
drops off into 100 feet of water.You can find
them on your depth finder be aware you
may also detect schools of gizzard shad
hunkered down in the same areas.

Lower Bay

If striped bass are your target this month,
keep in mind all Maryland and Virginia wa-
ters of the Chesapeake are closed and only
allow catch-and-release fishing for striped
bass.

If you do focus on striped bass, the best
action is occurring from the mouth of the
Wicomico River south to the mouth of the
Potomac along the channel edges. Bird ac-
tivity can be sparse so keep a watchful eye

Chuck Many and the crew was aboard ShoNuf Sportfish-
ing Charters with Captain Clint Lessard when the team
deployed two additional satellite tags for their Northeast
Striped Bass Study.

on a depth finder along the deeper channel
edges. The section of the Potomac from the St.
Marys River to Point Lookout is the best place
to find diving gulls and breaking striped bass..

Jigging has been a very popular way to fish
along the channel edges and anglers are using
1- to 1.5-ounce soft plastic jigs from 6-8 inches
with good success. White and chartreuse colors
are popular, braided line and a fast taper fishing
rod are very helpful tools of the trade. Trolling
is another option, and a warm cabin can offer
an inviting way to fish. It will take stout trolling
rods to handle the heavy inline weights needed
to get bucktails, sassy shads, or umbrella rigs
down to where the fish are holding.

Coastal

Tautog are providing fishing opportunities
at the inlet jetties, the Route 50 Bridge piers,
and nearby bulkheads. Sand fleas are the
preferred bait. A fair percentage of the tautog
being caught fail to meet the 16-inch mini-
mum but the fishing is fun. The daily creel
limit for tautog is four per day.

Now that the black sea bass season is closed,
tautog are also the focus at the nearshore
and offshore wreck and reef sites. Most an-
glers are doing well and some double-digit
size tautog are being caught. Pieces of green
crab and white-legger crabs along with sand
fleas are the baits of choice.

Eastern Shore

Call Capt. Pete Wallace if you want to ex-
perience the legendary waterfowl hunting of
Virginia’s eastern shore. Wallace has dozens
of blinds ready for your party and you can
target puddle ducks, diving ducks and geese.
After the hunt, it's time to enjoy the equally
famous Chincoteague oysters!

If you'd like to try Chesapeake Bay fishing
this year contact W2 Charter Captains like
Kevin Salmon of Chesapeake Unlimited
Sportfishing or Clint Gray (see Smith Moun-
tain Lake section) who switches over to Bay
rockfishing in the winter.

Wilcox Bait & Tackle in Newport News want-

ed to thank all their customers for another
great year and invite them to stop in this
month for any fishing or hunting needs/re-
stocking efforts.

Wilcox is a stocking dealer for Gheenoe
boat, a perfect answer to the high price of
fishing boats. Gheenoe boats are more sta-
ble than a canoe or kayak with a much higher
capacity for gear and an outboard.

Capt. Bobs ?%mm

-.l\'-rl" \

Rental Boats ¢ Slip Rentals ¢ Dry Storage
Charters Of All Kinds: Fishing, Crabbing, Clamming
Tackle Shop * Boat Ramp * Ethanol-Free Fuel ¢ Oil ¢ Ice
We Do Sell VA Recreational & Commercial Fishing Licenses
2477 Main Street, Chincoteague, VA

757.336.6654 www.captbobsmarina.net

Fish with Capt. Fishing from
Ryan Rogers/ Smith Point, VA

TheMIDNIGH 7{? SUN

[
=

Licensed for up
to 20 anglers!

Stripers, blue fish, trout, mackerel, croaker and more!

——— WWW. ﬁshmidnightsun com =

call 804 580-0245 -

Fishing & Hunting
In Norfolk!

Live Bait&Fishing Tackle

Archery Pro Shop
On-Site Archery Range
Hunting Supplies

Gheanae

Boats Master BowjTech
Tom Wilcox

757.595.5537
9501 Jefferson Ave Newport News, VA

/

FISHING THE BAY FROM DELTAVILLETO VA BEACH

Up to 5 anglers in a 27*

Maycraft Pilot House

Captain Pete Wallace
FOR MORE INFO OR RESERVATIONS

FLOUNDER = =
TRIPS, huntfish@dmv.com

QOD! chincoteague.com/fishtaIeSJ
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Harrisonburg « Winchester

It's that time of year when it's cold outside
and the hunting season is winding down.
The hunters will be putting their hunting
gear away and thinking about fishing and
the fair weather anglers will be waiting for
a nice warm sunny day to go fishing. The
die-hard anglers will still be fishing.

January is the month you can catch your
biggest bass of the new year. If you are
planning to go fishing, start by checking
the weather report before you go and dress
accordingly.

Even though our water levels reached
historical lows this fall, there are still nice
fishto be caughtand waterlevels haverisen
after December rainfall.

Riverwatertemperaturesareinthelowfor-
tiesto high thirtiesand thefish are lethargic.
Remember that fish are cold blooded crea-
tures, so the water temperature is the same
astheirbodytemperature.Their metabolism
slows dramatically, and their energy levels
are greatly reduced, which means they eat
less often and suspend most of the time,
however they are opportunistic feeders.

This time of year, the water temperatures
have acclimated as well as the fronts. Go to
the deepest pools that you can find. If you
can find water deeper than 8 to 10 feet, it
is more likely there will be fish close to or
laying with their belly slightly touching the
bottom.They will move around occasionally
but will gravitate to steep banks where they
canmove up and downinthewatercolumn.

- elan
-
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This helps them
expend less en-
ergy, butmake no
mistake whenthe
opportunity pres-
ents itself and if
the offering looks
appealing, they
will eat.

When you plan
your outing look
for warming
trends up to a
weeklong and
take advantage
of them. Winter
always throws
a curveball, but
just like hunt-
ing, some of the
nastiest weather

W2 Regional Editor Lonnie Conner with a healthy
Shenandoah River smallmouth he caught while fishing
last month..

Punisher hair jigs
work extremely well,
and Jenkins jigs are
also a great option.
Whatever your pref-
erence is stick with
natural colors.

Make sure you use
trailers that have
littleto nomovement
or action. Anglers
must remember the
water is extremely
cold and all baitfish
and other creatures’
movement are slow.
Another overlooked
option that does not
get much attention
in the rivers are the
black marabou jigs.

makes hunting
good. The same applies to fishing; some
of the biggest fish have been caught in the
worse weather.

If you have some wind, take advantage of
it and fish the windy banks if possible. In
fishing they always say that the, “The wind
isyour friend’ but there is also a time where
there is just too much wind and then you
must look for the sheltered banks.

When you find a deeper pool start out with
faster moving baits like flat sided crankbaits,
bladed baits, jerkbaits hard and soft as well
as lipless crankbaits. Onthese types of baits
yourcolorselections can be browns, greens,
for crayfish patterns as well as baitfish colors
such as reflective iridescent colors of blues
purple and silvers.

If you are not getting any takes with faster
moving baits, then you need to slow your
presentation down. This is the time of year
that hair jigs will shine. There are several
companies that make hair jigs and there are
many different versions.

These jigs in 1/16 to
1/8 ounce are killers in cold water when slowly
moved along the bottom of the river with the
current. | believe that these jigs imitate the mad-
toms ofthe Shenandoah, andthesetiny morsels
are like candy for smallmouth and largemouth
bass. If you can find them with a weed guard
it is even better.

There are many options other than hair jigs
such as Ned heads which are preferred by a lot
of anglers because they work well. With Ned
rigs you have lots of options for trailers such
as Zman TRD’s , Berkley Maxscent Lil" Super
Trooper craws and the Yamamoto Ned Senko,
which floats like the Zman products. Choose
a bait that you are confident in because a bait
that you have confidence in will be fished more
precisely than one you have no confidence in.

There are lots of techniques out there that
will work drop shotting, hover rigs, Damiki
rigs, swimbaits and wacky rigs. Whatever you
choose, go out and have fun and make some
memories. | look forward to seeing you on the
water. Lonnie Conner

FISHERMANS

Offering Top Brands for bass, trout and catfish!

Check out our Mad Katz
booth at the Richmond
Fishing Expo Jan. 19-21.

540.908.7089

lﬂu Rt. 612, Crimora, Virginia (Near Waynesboro)

Gregory's
2ol %

p

bait & tackle

We're Open 7 Days a
Week, 7 am until

THE TACKLE SHOP AT LAKE FREDERICK!

”’_ With A Great selection of tackle, plus live
minnows and worms and Boat Rentals

BASS - CRAPPIE - PIKE

SHELLCRACKERS

ark 1 Lake Frederick Dr

White Post, Virginia, VA

\540'869'2950 Facebook.com/gregoryslakesidebait&tackle
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Happy New Year! We here at Woods &
Waters HQ wish all of you a happy, healthy
& prosperous 2024 filled with plenty of time
spent outside in the woods and on area wa-
ters. Virginia has a rich tradition of fishing
and hunting - make this the year you pass
on these age old ways to a youngster. An
hour or two in a tree stand, a few casts in
a local stream or even just sitting together
tying knots for fishing are all meaningful,
purposeful ways we can promote the out-
doors to the next generation. Christmas
breakisagreattimetocompletetheVirginia
Hunters’ Safety Course — partner up with
themandgototheinpersonclasswiththem
or sit with them while learning online. We
did this with both our children and it was a
fun experience all around.

The Virginia Department of Wildlife Man-
agementis busy stocking area streams with
trout. To find out if your favorite stream
is/'was or will be stocked visit the VDWR
website and you’ll be in the know.

Brian “Razor” Bodine of Razorback Guide
Service is enjoying the late season water-
fowl hunting and has just a few remaining
hunts available so don’t delay, call now!
Waterfow! hunters are waiting for the cold
weather to setin and drive the ducks down
butthere are plenty of residentgeese around
so you can definitely get some shooting in.
Razorreportsthatthe JamesRiverisingood
shape right now with the mildtemperatures
andthe smallies have been biting. Jigsand
perch colored crankbaits are the ticket this
time of year. One outing with Bodine and
you’llunderstand why he is the area’s most
popular and versatile guide.

Jim Starkey, the mastermind ofthe popular

ce nt ra I VI rg I n I a Charlottesville Upper James « New River

James River Jets has been
busy taking orders from
folks who want their new
custom Rhino boat ready
by the Spring thaw. It's not
too late to getonthelist, call
him today to discuss your
new custom rig!

Along with the New Year
comes show season! This
year the Richmond Fishing
Expo kicks off the lineup on
January 19-21 at the Mead-
owEventParkin Doswell,Va.
Here you'll find great deals
on fishing tackle, clothing
and boats. You'll see the
newest boats of 2024 along
with the motors and elec-

of the magazine for more
information on this and
other shows.
The NRA GreatAmerican
Outdoor Show will be
held February 3-11 at the
Pennsylvania Farm Show
Complex in Harrisburg,
PA. This nine day event
features over 1,000 exhibi-
tors and offers over 200
freeseminarsand demos.
Scanthe QR code on their
ad in this month's issue
and get your tickets at a
discount!

February 9-11 brings us
the Augusta County Fish-
ing Expo at the Expoland

tronicsthatjustkeep getting
better every year. Seminars
are scheduled all three days

Brian Heslin had a good weekend
hunting with Razorback Guide Ser-
vice. He harvested double does and
this nice eight pointer chasing a doe.

in Fishersville, VA. This
show has long been a
local fan favorite and just

so be sure and check the

a great venue to meet up

VABoatShows.comwebsite
for the details. Tickets are good for all three
days so secure yours online today.
Saturday, January 27thisthe annual Fishing
Flea Market at the Fraternal Order of Eagles
in Fredericksburg, VA. Show hours are 8am-
Tpmandyou can purchase a 10x12 space with
two tables by calling Dave at 540/287-0731.
Saturday, February 3 is the 27th Annual
Dale City FishingTackle Show from 8am-1pm
at the Hillendale Fire Department. Sign up
now to be a vendor where you get a 10x10
space and two six-foot tables for just $35.
All proceeds benefit the New Horizon Bass
Anglers Youth Foundation kids fishing der-
bies. See our calendar of events in the back

with your buddies and
check out all the vendors. Chrissie McCotter

Razorback
Guide Service

SCOTTSVILLE VIRGINIA

Now Booking James River
Goose Hunting & Fishing
Trips!

434 960-5549 or visit

www.RazorbackGuideService.com

Water. Sports. Adventore.

Introducing your new fishing
and duck hunting boat:

The Moken 10 V2

104" » 35" wide, weighs 72 Ibs. » 425 |b. cap.
EZ Rider Seat, Uni-track rails, molded hand holds,
patented wheel in keel design

540.894.3540

High Point Marina On Lake Anna, VA

125 marine grade
5052/aluminum
-'double-welded hull .

w/10-yeariwarranty,
s .tunnel{drive with trim s

S

tabs}&! stlck steer, £ ;
stalnless steel hardware no r|vets- i !
434/‘286-4004 ww.james |verjets.com"-; = -

January 2024 | woodsandwatersmagazine.com 55




OuTD YR SERVICES DIRECTORY

HUNTING LODGES/
OUTFITTERS

Hunt Moose,,Bear &
Grousekm Mame.

_izdé‘71~‘745.s,168 (Maine)
\wwwiLoonLlodgeMaine.com

TAXIDERMISTS

Now Accepting Deer!

NTA Member VA State Licensed

Located in Catlett, VA
540.788.1323 « 540.272.6610

WALN'S TAXIDERMY

Committed to Quality and Professional Excellence

RAPALEE TAXIDERMY

Since 1970

Ph/Fax 804-457-4138 4975 River Road West
Visit our Showroom Goochland, VA 23063

www.rapaleetaxidermy.com

Licensed with 30 yrs. experience

LABAN'S TAXIDERMY

We do fish replicas!!!
6-10 wk turnaround time

Game
ggl'g‘vaa'féf‘ 540.967-0980 or 703.314-7228
fish, too! 175 Scott Lane, Louisa, VA 23093

FOR ALL YOUR UPHOLSTERY NEEDS!
BOAT, TRUCK OR CAR....
Parrish's Auto Upholstery

804.516.0197
Serving Central Virginia Since 1987

CUSTOM RODS

UPHOLSTERY REPAIR REEL REPAIR

You Can Mail-In Or Drop Off Your Reels!

EEL REPAIR & CLEANING

2 miles from Green Top near Ashland!

2 L
Shimano Daiwa m
Call Dave at 804.366.2683

CUSTOM E’UDS THAT WORK WIIH YOU!

www.facehoak com/CatacthreekCustnmRads
cc_customrods@yahoo.com

Custom Gunsmithing, Inc.

CUSTOM RIFLES - HANDGUN ACTION JOBS
BLUEING - BELGIUM BLUEING
SIGHT & SCOPE MOUNTING - GENERAL REPAIR
CUSTOM FIBERGLASS STOCKS « ENGRAVING
"Craftsmanship with Pride"
John Myer, Certified Gunsmith 11876 Lord Fairfax Hwy.
(540) 837-2598 Boyce, VA 22620

gl
ADAMS ;51055
custom rifles

Custom built Big Game, Long Range Varmint,
and Tactical Rifles.

Please call or email me to discuss
your next rifle project.
dennis@adamscustomrifles.com

ol In

ADVENTURE </
TAXIDERMY 'vr-

Where Taxidermy Is Our Passion...
Not Just A Job!

3688 Richmond Rd., Keswick, VA
www.adventuretaxidermy.net  434-244-5622
TAXIDERMY
QORE S WHITER,
" ScottWhite 12123 Hope Rd.
Taxidermist Culpeper,VA
571.242.6069 22701

We have a space for your business.
Call 540/894-9144 for affordable and
effective OSD advertising!
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RV/CAMPER REPAIRS

« Service and repairs to all
types of recreational vehicles
+ On-site repairs

+ Parts & Accessories
12297 Washington Hwy.,
Ashland, VA 23005
RVofVA@aol.com
www.rvserviceofva.com

TANNERY

Cleaning and Repair on
Fresh & aItwaterReeIs

TACKLE & REEL REPAIR

Servicing Shimano, ABU Garcia, Quantum, Penn
& virtually all makes including baitcasting,
spinning and saltwater reels

8117 Ainsworth Ave DominionTackle.com
Ypringﬂeld, VA 22152 703.644.53653/

drop off or mail in

FREDERICKSBURG VA ;&

- ,‘gclean/serwce/repalr all brands ik
W rod repairs/restoration o

- 540.419.3896

larrysrodandreelrepair@hotmail.com

"POP'S CUSTOM RODWORKS"
Repairs / Custom Work / Micros
Kistler Daiwa St. Croix

5051 Lakeland Ct.
‘Woodbridge, VA 22193
703.786.2776
douglas.fisher@usfoods.com
——— "

CASTING LESSONS

Get ready for your Alaska trip or just get better with

FLY GASTING LESSONS

Basic fly casting and fly tying instruction
Surrounding Newport News & Hampton, VA
Bartering and horse trading entertained.

540-292-5560 ask for John

TROLLING MOTORS

{
Cape 62‘3

Kevin Webb MasterTanner
Skinning & Fleshing, Wet Or Dry Tan
www.tarheel/capeandhide.com
7409 Lake Myra Rd., Wendell, NC 27591

ROPELLER
DYNAMICS

STRAOLLIMNG MITOR RERAIT

—
Prince William, VA

JZER (00T

NN B04-706-1847
Contos

MOTORGUIDE QU Lzl




OuTD YR SERVICES DIRECTORY

GUIDE SERVICES

FISHING THE BAY FROM DELTAVILLETO VA BEACH

CHESAPEAKE U II\-II(“-E’"TED

804.691.1472 CAPT. KEVIN SALMON

[ Backwater Adventurles1

Bass fishing on Kitty Hawk Bay
and North Carolina Rivers
USGC Captain David Ward

(252) 202-3112

backwateradventures.com
{23 Pinewood Acres Dr., Powells Point, NC 27966 J

owingo lake, Susque-
Chesapeake Bay & all Tributaries
icense included - Half day or full day tri
experience bass fishing

To reserve your day
320 or email tombassman2@gmail.com

ot

C:tatlons
aranteed!

Capt. Tom Turner

Orange Troller

LLC
T Lake Anna, VA

Striper/Rockfish Trolling Lessons

On the water with Capt. Johnny Ellis, USCG Lic Master

(540) 947-4007
www.OrangeTroller.com

Airguns of Virginia

Experience a new way of hunting!
804.539.7949 reid@airgunsofvirginia.com
www.airgunsofviriginia.com

We have a space for your business.
Call 540/894-9144 for affordable and
effective OSD advertising!

O
Outdoor Calendar

Event listings are free for advertisers and non-profit organizations
or clubs. Deadline is 14th of the month before the month to appear.
Please send or email information you want to appear to: Woods
& Waters Notebook, 114 Old Quarry Lane, Bumpass, VA 23024.
Send emails to: woodsandwatersmagazine @gmail.com

Fishing Tournaments

January 7 — Lake Anna Winter Bass Series — Sturgeon Creek Marina, 7am-3pm. Call
540/895-5095.

January 14 - Lake Anna Winter Bass Series — Sturgeon Creek Marina, 7am-3pm. Call
540/895-5095.

January 21 - Lake Anna Winter Bass Series — Sturgeon Creek Marina, 7am-3pm. Call
540/895-5095.

January 27 — Bobcat's Virginia/Carolina Crappie Trail & VA/NC Crappie Masters State Trail
- $175 Entry due by 5pm on 1/24/24. Call 434/374-8381 or email bobcatsfishing@gmail.
com.

January 28 — Lake Anna Winter Bass Series — Sturgeon Creek Marina, 7am-3pm. Call
540/895-5095.

February 24 — Bobcat's Virginia/Carolina Crappie Trail & VA/NC Crappie Masters State Trail
- $175 Entry due by 5pm on 2/21/24. Call 434/374-8381 or email bobcatsfishing@gmail.
com.

Shows/Community/Other Events

January 13-14 - Virginia Fly Fishing & Wine Festival - Meadow Event Park, Doswell, VA.
$30 weekend pass, $20/day pass. Children 16 & under are free with paying adult. Visit
VAFlyFishingFestival.com.

January 19-21 - Richmond Fishing Expo — Meadow Event Park, Doswell, VA. Fri. & Sat.
9am-7pm, Sunday 10am-5pm. Admission is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors/military and $5
for kids 6-12 years old. Visit VABoatShows.com

January 27 - Fraternal order of Eagles Fishing Flea Market — 21 Cool Spring Rd., Freder-
icksburg, VA. 8am-1pm. Set up as a vendor or come shop for deals! Admission is $3,
Kids under 12 are free. Contact David Limerick DWL629 @gmail.com 540/287-0731.

January 27-28 - Monaghan Fishing Show - Monaghan Twp. Volunteer Fire Dept., Dills-
burg, PA. $4 Admission. Monaghanfishingshow.com.

February 3 - 27" Annual Dale City Fishing Tackle Show - Hillendale Fire Department, Dale
City, VA. 8am-1pm. Set up as a vendor or come shop for deals! Admission is $5, kids 16
& under are free with paying adult. Contact Mark Porter NHBAYF Treasurer @gmail.com
703/499-3614.

February 3-11 —The NRA Great American Outdoor Show - Pennsylvania Farm Show Com-
plex, Harrisburg, PA. Many ticket options available, see details on GreatAmericanOut-
doorShow.com or scan QR code on ad.

February 10 - RapidanTrout Unlimited Fishing Show — Highland School, Warrenton, VA.
$5 Admission. Visit RapidanTU.com for more information.

February 10&11 — 10th Annual Augusta County Fishing Expo — Augusta County Expoland,
Fishersville, VA. Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 9am-3pm. For vendor/admission & other in-
formation visit AugustaCoBass.com, email ACBassJons@yahoo.com or call 540/910-0078.
Hunting Seasons
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=TO BUY OR SELL AROUND.

LoKe Lo o =
||l|TE|] Wlll“" VIRGINIA REALTY

Q Sevving

Virginia Frnm the Shenandoah Valley to the
Carolina's...from the Blue Ridge Mountains
to the Chesapeake Bay.

‘: Spevializing

United Country has been perfecting the
art of real estate sales for over 90 years.
Our proven program delivers the most
efficient and successtul methad to sell
any property.

@ Maskelieg

National, regional & local marketing,

proprietary email list of more than
650,000 potential bue D6+ top-




